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W^tmnimmm m t^ h«ii)oiir .wpofd?— 
Was ever .woman in this. bumoHrwon ?— 
i^ll bave her.— — 

.mdiardtlui Tkiri. 

j.W£fcY« j^wtnthsil^d :^a^t 9w»y sinqe the 
.|fc^?r,Qf iHftVen^Foojd's <jep«ri»re. for tjie 
4p$>at»«fi»t,*o4««>0>pgi§h bis return toJScot- 
Imd bad,|)9fn expected in a mo ch, shorter 
.f pace,, yf t t(i« «fla^ of jhis wi^^iflu, or, ac- 
.<?PM»»g ;tp;a |^a>^ng, nfps>|t, .othei-s of a 
natuEe .perpw*! ,*o ,Ww8*lf, still detaiotd 
.^ abroad. ; In the, m«»n time, thealered 
f tate.pfj a|p^mSir.Wiyiam Ashton's fiimi- 
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]y may be gathered from the following con* 
versation which took place betwixt Buck- 
law and his confidential bottle*>companion 
and dependent, the noted Captain Craigen- 
gelt. 

They were seated on either side ef the 
huge sepulchral-looking freestone chimney 
in the low hall at Girnington. A wo<id 
fire blazed merrily in the grate; a roiind 
oaken table, pUced between them, support* 
ed a stoup of excellent claret, two rummer 
glasses, and other good cheer; and yet^ 
with all these appliances and means to 
boot, the countenance of the patron was 
dubious, doubtful, and unsatisfied, while 
the invention of his dependent was taxed 
to the utmost, to parry what he most dread- 
ed, a fit, as he called it, of the suUeds on 
the part of his protector. Aftet a long 
pause, only interrupted by the deviPs ta- 
tpo, which Bucklaw kept beating against 
the hearth with the toe of his boot, Craig* 
engelt at last ventured to break silence. 
<< May I be double distanced,** said be» »it 
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ever I sSiW a man in my life have less the 
air of a bridegroom ! Cut me out of feather, 
if you have not more the look of a man con- 
demned to be hanged." 

*^ My kind thanks for the compliment,'* 
repUed Bucklaw} *< but I suppose you think 
, upon the predicament in which you your- 
self are most likely tP be placed ;«-and 
pray. Captain Craigengelt, if it please your 
worships why should I look merry, when 
Tm sad^ and d/evilish sad too ?" 

^^ And that's what vexes me,'* said Craig- 
engelt. '^ Here is this match, the best in the 
whole country, and which you were so 
aiixiotts. about, is on the point of being 
concluded^ and you are as sulky as a bear 
that's lost its whelps." 

'< I do not know," answered the laird, 
doggedly, ^' whether I should conclude it or 
not, if it was not that I am too far forwards 
to leap back." 

^* I^ap back !" exclaimed Cratgengelt, 

« 

with a well-assumed air of astonishment, 
<< that would be playing the back*game with 
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awitfiess! L^ap bftck J Why, lA aot tlte glri»9 

« The ycnjrrg 1%% if yoft pttase,* rtid 
Haystone, interruptiiig himV 

'^ Well, well, no disrespect meant—Will 
Miss Ashton's tocher not weigh against afty 
in Lothian ?" 

" GrantedV* answered Bucklaw ; « but t 
care not a penny for her Cocher; l" haV'e 
enough of my own." 

'* And the mother, that loves yoii 11^:6 
her own child ?' 

** Better than some of her children^ t 
beheve,'* said Sucklaw, " or Ihefe woiitd 
be little love wared on the matter^** 

** And Colonel Sliolto t)buglas Ashi'on^ 
■who desires the match above all earftiiy 
things?" 

" Because," said Bucklaw, ** he expects 

to carry the county of ^ through iriy 

interest/* 

" And the father, who is as keen to see 
the match concluded, as ever I have beea 
to win a niam ?" 



TMBimiDBKQFIAllMamilQDB. f 

^ Ayfi^" said Jatkkflv^ in the ttine db- 
-pamgMg'. numief, <* it lies frith Swr Wtil^ 
^lmiiif9rpoK«}^ jtorte^ifie 1^ next beat aiJEHich, 
tiilce'fa^ oAiiot. liaiter ilk okild to eava the 
:!gneat Ravenswood estate»:wkich' Par liament 
«Miiboiiifto wrench otit of bis ckitche^" 

^ Whut MBdy 3itm to the young lady her- 
^tf ?' nkl Omige^dltk ; '^ ifae. fioeat young 
^^oiiian^ixiaU Scotland^ ^iM that yoa used to 
be so fond of irhen she was cjpoas^. aod now 

« 

.sbs CmiwtetDlwve you, and ^vtea up her 
^eogaa^ttuent ^b' Havensvrootft y^tt Efle 
for jibbing-^Xjxmflt ^vj^ the df»^ilfa in ye. 
whbb: yfe Biekher knorw M^hat you weuld 
bdYtty xior whaA you would ^mht'^ 

>' I^ tfelL yxm my meanii^ io: a pmA%* 

.anm^red Bucklav,. getting up and watkibg 

tiirou^ ihA f oom ; «« I want to k»Mw wbst 

the devU is the cause of J^ias. Asbtoifs 

iduingbig her mind fl«» aiiddjeaidy*^ 

<* And what need yosi cate^" Baid> Qt^f^* 
ei^pciti f< iioQce the? change is in }touc £m 
iWpur?' 

f rJi tell yoa< mhA it is^'' relwriled bis pa« 
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"troDy ^ I never knew much of that sort of 
^ne ladies^ and I believe they may be as ca- 
pricious as the devil ; but there is sometbiag 
in Miss Ashton's change, a deviiish deal 
too suddeOi and too serious for a mefg 
flisk of her own. TU be bound I^y Ash- 
ton understands every gnaiphine ^r breaks 
ingin the human milid, and there are a» 
many as there are qinnon-bits, martingalSt 
and cayessons for young ccitM.*' 

<< And if that were not the case^"'^ said 
Cra^engelt, '' how the devil should we evor 
get them into training at alii" 

^ And that's true too,'' said QuddttW^ 
suspending bis march through the diatng- 
room, and leaning upon the bade of a 
phair.*^'^ And l^d«s^ hete's Ravenawooi} 
in the way stUl } da you tUnk he'll g^ve u^ 
Lucy's engs^emant ?' 

^* To be i»ire he wm," answered Craigea? 
gelt) ^ what good can it do him to refuse, 
since he wishes to marry another wmpan, 
and she another man ?" 

<< And you believe seriously/' said Buck- 
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law, <* that he hr going to ougrry the foreign 
lady we heard of ?** 

** You heard yoursdf,'* answered Craig- 
tiDgdt,^' what Captain Westenhosaid about 
it» aqd the great preparation inttde for their 
hlythsoine hndah" 

«^ Captain Westenho,'' replied Bucklaw, 
<< has rather too much of your own cast 
iboirt-hitD, Craigy, to tnake what Sir Wil* 
Inim would call a ** famous witness." H^ 
drinks deep, pbys deep» swears c^eep^^ an4 
I suspect can lie and cheat a little into the 
bargain. Useful qualities, Craigy, if kept 
in their proper spheret but which have $L 
little too much of the freebooter to make a 
%ure in a court of evidence.'' 

«« Wdl thtn,*^ said Crasgeogelt, << will yo.v 
bdieve Colonel Doughs A^trni, who hear4 
the Marquis <^ A*— *-«? say in a public circle^ 
but not aware that he was within ear-sho^ 
dut bis Idinsiiian had madei^ better ammge- 
nent for Mniself thao to give his father'l 
ted iw the pale^cheeked daughter of a 
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broken id^A hriMie, an<i thktl^titlih^yt/i^ 
welcome to the wearing of Rftv^n§#0(ii<N 
«hatrgfal«d stiro^;" 

<^Dtd 116 say 86, h^ hki^Hat Girted 
Bucklaw, broking out ktlo bii6 df fcbo^ 
, incontroulaUe fits of paeaion tti #h(cK hi 
vnis corfttitUtimJally siiblect,-*^ if 1 ftad 
hesit& hiid; I ^oUld H^ve td^e this tdto^i/6 
out of bis throat befibre all his (tMt^ iifid 
minions .and Hi^lMd bellies into tfre baf<. 
gain. Why d{d hot A^loii rub Miti throi^tt 
ih6 body ?» 

*' Capote iakfft kiibw,'* skid tti^ Otp- 
iaiii. ** He d^iserved It ^ur« dVidugh, b<M 
f>e is an old itia% and a thftiiH^ df stiaf^, 
and there wotdd be nior^ rilfl^ tihih credit 
% iheddling <#rth hjin. tx>b haid iri6re 
iieed to think df making u^ tb Stl^ I^ura^ 
Jlishtoii the disgrax:e tlnni*a lik^ t6 iiitl^ tij^dik 
lier, than of inteifetin^ #idi H nUrn tOb )Old 
to fight, and ah tdb %h k itoM ftir yot^ 
iband to: r«ach hiin." 

*• It thaS reach bim fbbb^ bht ci«f^ 
said Buckhv, '< and Us kinsmaiiiBavem* 
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" v(fin3A to hoot. In the mean tine, I'll take 
care Miss Asbtoii receives no discredit for 
the slight they have put upon her. It's an 

' awkward job, however, and I wish it was 
ended ; I scarte know how to talk to her, 
«»-«but fill a bumper, Craigy, and we'll drinl^ 

'her heahh<r It. i^rewa. late» and a night- 
cowl of gMt titreft Is #otth atib Ac eonai 

' derilig caps in Eoro^eJ' 
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CHAPTER n. 

II wAfr the oopy olour confeiMietw-: 
In bed she slqit iMi|» ibr 1^ Aigiqg^it ; 
At board she fed not, for mjr urging it; 
Alone^ it was the subject of my theme ; 
In oenpsny^ I otoi glaaeed ai ft. 

*' - 

Th£ next moniing saw Bucklaw» «iid his 
fiutbful Achate8,Crageiigelt»at Ravoufwaod 
Castle. They werexnostcourteously received 
by the knight and his lady, as well as by their 
•on and heir. Colonel Ashton* After agood 

* 

dealof stamipering and blushing,~forBudk« 
law, notwithstanding his audacity in- othei; 
mattersi had all the sheepish hfksh&loesa 
oommon to those who have lived little in 
respectable society,— he contrived at length 
to explain his wish to be admitted to a coii«^ 
ference with Miss Ashton upon the subject 
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<£ thieir «ppr6ftcbing union. Sir William 
and his son looked at Lady Ashtpn, who 
rq>lted with the greatest composure, ^ that 
Lucy woukl wait updn Mr Haystone dU 
rectly. I hopejf die added with a smile* 
.^ that as Lucy is very young, and has been 
lately tr^qpaimed urto an eo^^ment, of 
which she is now heartily ashamed* our 
dear Blicklaw wiU excuse her wish* that I 
jhouhl be inreseiit at tl^r intmnow^ 

^^ In t^Uh* my dear lady*** said Bucklaw* 
^ it is the yery thing that I would have 
dMired on my own account } for I have 
bMn so Iktle accustomed to what is called 
gillmtry* that 1 i&all certainly fall into 
sdine cursed mistake* unless I have the ad* 
iranCiage of your ladyship as an interpreter.*^ 

•It was tbus^tlutt Bucklaw* in the pertui^ 
brition dp his embarrassment upon this criti« 
cal oeeasion* forgot the just apprehenstoi» 
h6 h«i> entertained of l^dy Ashton's over- 
|)eariBg: asceodancy over her daughter^ 
I* and lost an opportnuty ot\aacertahiL<i 
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ingt by hw ow* im«8t%«taiiit #ie rinl «UKSt 

The «l^i«]r femlimM feft lh% fdoMF, mt 
kk' Or shfMt dtne, Ladjr AsMmi, ^»w«d>%y 
fail' tfotiRgbMir, entered filicafttyttn^nt. Wftt 

Aj^fttt«dv Kt l)e iiftd imu ht¥ WkltmiHit iotU 

bul ^ )iik6r judg« tikalt he botttd «eWCfe 

was tlmt «# die9pa^ Dt ttf> ibdtfilvemii. 
Baoklttnf w« te^ mv)e^ w^Xb^^'bf hk own. 

lady. He stathttigNd ««lt aW unbb^iWtittd 

tfatiee t^ti^ to whi«^ ft reUkt^d, 4tt< ^M«fl; 

ettttlMiMs, Mk6 AiKhtba JisteAe!)*, iWiMilil. 
«d AS if tibft iij^tetredj bttt ¥MMye^'sf«t a. 
-titi^l6 nir^frd in ■mmfHt, 'toimiail&^io Hk 
^VHt «^ tit a iMiaii ipimi ettitt^timitf^ 
6ir %hi^, m ifJjy itetKra or tdibif ^ Mr 
'1fitfge» were Hv^ tm^hftdli JMy MUr 
toil «Bt at «tijtte diitanee^ «I«MA MsiMiiei 
from notice by the deep embrasure of the 
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witidbwdQ which Atr hM pAated he^ chain 
From this khe whisperiKl in s toot gf voicei 
« bitfe, ihotagh soft aBll swtefv had Mthi^ 
tikf*0 in kof arifloooMm,' iftaot iiiiinniwl^ 
•-Mf< LiYcj, nqr dcftr^ remSmfaftr^^have y^a 
h^ord vfhat fivcklMr has hmn-WBymffS^ 
^ Tbeid(raofherflKitlnr'v^rdlem»tn«nwd 

diKMsiiom Shtt ilbHctedi dra^^ind hc# aradltj; 
ioid repeated .imttily^ nni almDit in tUt 
same breath, the cantrariietavy tm^mn^ 
ff'. Y«, mkdma^i^vioi mf iad^j^u^ beg pax^ 
.dmi--fl dM mit bear.'* 

f^'¥ou iieecl tiot Mish, t<iy/IA«t^ airi ^^ 
le8$. teed yon Idtik t&pde and ftightiRiedi/* 
jaid Isafiy Aabtonj boaaing Ibimrflri f ^ #a 
kik># 4ha*;nmidkatf earis iiMrt be fllo# in m^ 
caimg a gentldatMrn^ lat^gvage^ ; but yoa 
jDost i<em^i3ldMr Mr fiayrttone q^»eak$ on <a 
aahjeet on wUidi jmthmte lott^aae agwaA 
i0 give falm: a fkveikrlible bkaiiagi HMt 
know how amch yow iitther aad I liafll 
Wm lieirtti aat i^K)ii A^tveot ee d«iidrable«?^ 
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In Lady Ashton's voice, a tone of ittw 
preasive, and even stern innendo was se- 
dulously and skilfully concealed, under an 
appearance of the most affectionate in^ter- 
jial tenderness. The manner was for Buck* 
aw, who was easily enough imposed upon i 
the matter of the exhortation was for the 
terrified Lucy, who well knew how to in«; 
tcirpret her mother's hints, however skilAiUj^ 
their real purport might be veiled from ge» 
aeral observation. 

Miss Ashtoh sat upright in her chtir^ 
cast round her a glance, in which feacr 
was mingled with a sdil wilder expression, 
but remained perfectly silent. Bucklaw,' 
who had in the mean time piiced the room 
to and fro, until he had recovered hii 
composure, now stopped withih two or 
three yards of her cliair, and broke out 
as follows :— •* I believe I have been a 
d'F-^d fool. Miss Ashton ; I have tried 
to speak to yoii as people teU me young 
Indies like to be talked to, md I don't 
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think you comprehend what I have been 
saying; and no wonder^ for d — n me if I 
understand it myself! But> however, once 
for all, and in broad Scotch, your father and 
mother like what is proposed, and if you 
can take a plain young fellow for your hus* 
band, who will never cross you in any 
th^S y^^ have a mind to» I will place you 
at the head of the be&t establishment in the 
three Lothians ; you shall have Lady Gir* 
ningtoti's lodging in the Canongate^of Edin- 
burgh , go where you please, do what you 
plea$e, and see what you please^ and that's 
fair. Only I must have a corner at the 
bjpard iend for a worthless old play- fellow of 
s^ne, whose company I would rather want 
than haye, if it were not that the d*--d 
fellow has persuaded me that I can't do 
without hioi j and so I hop^ you won't ex* 
cept against Craigy, although it might be 
easy to iSind mych beiter company." 

, </ Now, out upon y<Hi> Bnqklaw," s«id 
Ijidy Ashtfini again if^erpo^ungi--*^* how 
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can yovif think^ latdy QBn hauire any^ dbgee^ 
lion to tkftt bluafc^^ honest}: gcmd-nntttrai 
oemure^ Gflptafo Craigm^elt?" ^ 

Cmigy 'iiiincerity# (umeflty itttdrgood-xiiituroi 

tiiey iMe% 1 beU^ve^ pi^etty mcKlti a[H)ta.a/|3«i 

— ^uC that*$ ittitlier htene nw ^th«e9MtM 

Mlam knows^ nfty^^ai)«i^ aml^haa gofe tmfid 

to meyand i catfMti w^Ib do* wittoUt ^m^ 

« I said bdfoiie. But all: this ianottiiog^H^ 

1^ piupose ( iary4i»ee I h«ve aooslived lap^ 

coiirage t^ m^tifie a phui pnoposali . LiiimiU 

fain hear Miss> A^iton^ fi'Goi her ow^ iip% 

gif e me # pkaiy ails wisr/^ 

^ My da«| Bladilaw/* said Lady AilrtiM^ 

«< let me spsina Lu^y'a bpffafaloesat I tell 

yoti^ i» he^ pteiMcCi that she has aOiresdy 

ebuficittcedi ter bt guided by ha fsrtiber abd 

die in th]« isoat«6r;-^l4iC}y^ any lo^e^^ she 

add^d, wifik that singular taaiknnsAion of 

suavity ef t«iit and pointed^ eoeargy whids 

^ have i^bea^ deti!):;0d'>«^< I^ai;y^'my.deM- 

M lOYe I iipest fto yosnNdf, * ifc not im^ 
say?'* 



Her viethii' anil w^rdd in a treniiiiiMia'aiiilf 
hdbyir vof6e-^^ I ham {Promised td.ob^. 
you, — but upon one condition,'* 

^< Slie nieiNis,'' sliitl Lady jA^^hkMr, fin- 
ing to BitekteMr, '^ she' ea^cte anf answer 
to the dfeMaBd \Hi»ob she hsis made liptNi 
Ih^ tnanafl Ytonrlat'or RatiifboR,* €>l^Parifl^-^ 
Gir "ffriiero is he-'^-'^be rendAuttorr ol' iHe en- 
gagiemeAt in wbioh- he had' the att to ion* 
voive^be^ • Y^ni will not^ I wok rare, ihy 
Aeiagr lirieMi tUlnk it is wratig thtitf the 
sliooM^ feel diach dalkaegr upmi <iiiB haad.> 
sidt'ed, it oaikcarns at alb*'' 

«« Perfebtly nght^-^quita fiMP,** Mid Bbolp-. 

^ die old'iMg^M * 

■ ■ -.• 

]^eiof« jF^u tM, op' w^ ttu; a&w.' 

l< Birt likkoilglMt," sawl he« psuliMif ^^ you 
nq^t hdiva Jitd* a« ansiw aixr tkoea l^ld 

fiaflK;ftAVeQirasMdiv P-«<Ma iM.if 1 famn 
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not a mind to go and fetch one mjself^ if 
Miss Ashton will honottr me with the<x>m« 
mission.*' 

- <« By no means/' said Lady Ashton, ••'we 
have had the utmost difficalty of prevent- 
ing Dmiglas, (for whom it would be more 
proper,) from taking so rash a step ; and do 
you think we could permit you, my good 
fiiend, almost equally dear to us, .to go to 
a desperate man upon an errand so despo* 
rate ? In fact, all the friends of: the fionily 
are of opinion, and my dear Lucy herself 
ought so to think, that, as this unworthy 
{^non has^ returned no -answer to her letter, 
silence must on this, as in otber cases, be 
held to give consent, and a contract must 
be supposed to be given up, when the par- 
ty waives insistiog upon it. Sir William, 
who should know best, is clear updn> this 
subject i and therefore, my dear Lucy" ■ ■ 

•• Madam/* siud Lucy, with imwonted 
enisf gy, •• urge me m> IxMrtheiv^if this ua- 
happy engagement be restored, I huve al- 
ready said you shall dispose of me as you 
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will*— till then I should commit ^ heavy sin 
in the sight of God and man, in doing what 
you require.'* 

^< Bnt, 'my love, if this man remains ob- 
stinately sflenf*— ^ 

** He 1^ not be rilent,'' answered Lucy $ 
*< it is six weeks since I sent him a double 
of my former letter by a sure hand." 

*' You have not— you could not-— you 
^rst not,'' said Lady Ashton, with vioience 
inconshtent with the tone she had intendefli 
to assume ; but, instantly correcting her*-' 
'self, ^* my dearest Lucy," said she, in her 
sweetest tone of expostulation, ^* how could 
you think of such a thing f* 
" <f No matter," said Bucklaw; ^ I respect 
Miss Ashton for her sentiments, and I only 
wish I had been her messenger myself." 

" And pray how long. Miss Ashton," 
said her mother ironically, ^' are we to wait 
tiie return of your Bicolet — your fairy mes- 
senger— ^stnce our humble couriers of ftedi 
and blood could not be trusted in this mat«^ 
ter ?^ 



^« 



1 



.a»d nunirt«8k''.«ud Mm A^H^oi ** wiUw 

another week I shall have an ml^Vf^^t»^^\^ 
)}eude;ad. ;(:Ultl)fM^ti^ew4irA«Are49^,jad- 
dressing Bucklaw, ** Itt m^ Jbc i^us ^. be- 
.hpld*^ to j!pu, that yqu ,iwiU ,1^ wiy mo- 
, ttier to . foirbou* m& t^ton . tbi«. sabje<;t." 

*' LwUl P^ke it .p^.{)^l!iQM)»r ^tr^a^ 
.to.Ladjr, A^bt!OiP,".said JByckUw >'•■)»>! »ni3r 
,boQqi4r, •i9adao}, I rf^spect ^our ,f«e^i|^g|% 
rUDd ;!kltb9Hieib tbejtroaee)iUpD pf.tbuitfftur 
bcreoderipd dearer to.me^iiDiejrtsr,.x<^,(«i 
I jafp a,g4nti9iBan» ,S viiuld rcnouace ib 

wjere it^ iu-g)ed4if».to.glyjB(X<)i^<»tn)«!tf^<^'^ 
pato. 

. '« Ms J^9yiit!»ii* I tbink, cxonqt ,fpfir&-. 

bwd Uw);," f»jd,JUdy 43btov»l9(^M»g P*^ 

witb ax^r, ** .wbcsn tbe- ^fuiglttpa*^ ^bfqip. 
,iu^8,li«9 in tbe bo»Ofn,of.th«,inpther. Let 

,me a«k jQ|if» Miss AUitopt io >^M ^f^^^i^ 
your la^t li^tter y^^^cffw^d ?" 



occasioD.** 



Bftid her mother, resbtniog her toti6»Qf ten^ 
d<A%i^S '^''^vgie^ihyiitotA^ liiy'dMreiticnret 

^ Mm ArfiMti Mutt^oliie'iiimedy unu 

l^ttir «»ift Buclciaw, wliose ibiiiiltben tf 

f*eeikig 4idt «ot % «i^ aftans arise ftcm 

want of good-nature— ^< messengers tiia|r 

fe£ '«Uipp^'4ir ^i^dlyed* I baxt imonn a 

^ay's^jdiiMASr^ teok«^3r4iie<ioaMiaig off a 

fdi«^ae^-^lSli^;^ meiMB^ tagr ealnaarM^. 

lihe Mtth 4^ 4lNfiii'>tili]a itadSt Jud^s, mvA 

^be'dfly%c^feMti«M|6 beaut Gavertan^Eoll^ 

*^ter see tfa«^«0MtI»li6t3«ie6DffhjrI^ Kit- 

'fiegMh's ^biack tiiaac!, >aild Joimftoci die 

«meid«imytijgei^ibin^^^r«ld>colti; Initilcan 

-rilte'til iiigbt;'o?Oraigy;caiii6riiig«me^'woid 

]xo¥^"tlie'ttials^ go^V aad'i licf)e»,ifi:ttie 

mean ttme^ as I'aliatt^^aot^^juelfldirtinds 

^f^^AMtiMi'with aa^BfifirthariiiBpai'tuirity, 

that 70m ladytihip yDilr$ilfyaind)SpnWiMbmt 

'iH)d'€?DkHiel'I>o«i^s,^ wilt4Mlr& good- 

'iia»'ta iHlbw 4i^r tiaiiiavfci^twd titte!f0r 

tnaidng- up' her ' mitidw'' 



\ 



\ 



^^ Sir," said Mm Aditon, <' yeu we ge« 
nerous." 

.. .*^ Ab for thi^ madam/' aimrered Buck- 
law, ^^ 1 onfy pretend to be a i^n good: 
humoured young feUow, as I said befiMre, 
wha will willingly make you .hap^ if jfou 
will permit faim« md tshew liiai fapw to dp 
so-" 



thii9» be sabited her 
more emotion tban was coisialeiit;^ witii bis 
usual train of fedingt and took bis lewe ; 
Lady Asbton, as she accompanied bimput,<^ 
the apartment, assuring him, tiiat her dai^b- 
ter did full justice to the* sincnerity of hm 
attadiment, and requesting him tp see Sir 
William before bis departure, *< ^^ce," as 
she said, with a glance Jreverting towwrds 
Lucy, ^ against St Jude's day, we qMist all 
be ready to t^ and seal'* 

<* To sign and seal !** echoed Lucy in a 
muttering tone, as the door of the apart- 
ment dosed-^^* To sign and seai— ^to do 
and die !" and clasping ber extenuated hands 
together, she sunk back on the easy chair 



sAie occupied, ia a stite letembling stu* 
por. 

FroGm ^18 she was shortly 4ifter awakened 
by the bcosteroiis eatiy af her brother 
Heary, who damoroasly rMUoded her of a 
profxme.to g^ve fatm two yards of carnation 
ribbon to make knots to his new gsrters. 
With the most patient composure Lucy 
aaose, and, opening a little ivory-cabinet^ 
sou^tonttha ribbon the lad wanted, mea- 
«mi^ it aceiiralelyy cut it off into proper 
lengths, and knotted it into the fashion his 
fcKiyish whim required. 
• f* Din^shiUt4he aabinetyet," said Hem-y, 
" fiir I must have some of your silver.wire 
to ia^en the beUs to my tiawk's jesses, and 
yet the new falcon's not worth them nei- 
fber ; for do you know, after all the plague 
we had to get h^r from an eyery, all the 
way at Bosso, io'Mannor Water, she's going 
io prove, after all^ nothing better than a 
rifler — she just wets her singles in the blood 
lof the partridge, and tii^EL bi^e^ks away^ 

YQU IIL B 



i 
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and 1^ her fly ; aad whtt goiod cmik tte 
poor bird do after that, you know, except 
ptfie and die io the first be»tbef«-edw or 
vhin»btish ^e can cnywl iubo^V* 

<* Right, Henry — aright, very rights ttaid 
Lucy, mournfully, holding the boy &at by 
the hand, after she had given him the ^ire 
that he wanted ; <* but there are more riflers 
in the world than your falcon, and moie 
wounded birds that seek but to die in quiets 
than can find neither brake nor wbiutbush 
to hide theu* heads in." 

<< Ah ! that's some Bpeecb out of your lOi* 
mances," said the boy ; ^^ and^Sholto asiys 
they have turned your bead ; but J hear 
Norman whiitflii^ to the hawk^^I must go 
&aten on thejesse*.'' 

And he scamfiered away with the tho^ig^it* 
less gaiety of boyhood^ leaving his sister to 
the bitterness of her own reflections. 

^< It is decreed,'' she said, ^^ that every li* 
ving oreature^ even llioae who awe me mott 
lundness, are to diun me, and leave ma to 
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tboie by whom I am beset It is just it 
dMMild be thus— <doiie and uncounselledt I 
involTed myself in these perils— alone and 
uncounseliedy I must extricate myself or 
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CHAPTER in. 



what doth ensue 



But moody and dull mdancholy, 
KinwnMi to grim, and oomfinrtlesB detpau> 
And at her heela a huge infectious troop 
Of pale distemperatures and foes to life. 

Comedy ofSrrors* 

A|s some vindication of the ease with 
which Bucklaw, (who otherwise, as be term* 
ed himself, was really a very good-humoured 
fellow,) resigned his judgment to the ma^ 
nagement of Lady Ashton, while paying 
his addresses to her daughter, the reader 
must call to mind the strict domestic dis- 
cipline, which, at this period, was exercised 
over the females of a Scottish family. 

The manners of the country in this, as in 
many other respects, coincided with those 
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of France before the revolution. Young wo- 
SMQ of the higher, ranks seldom mingled in 
society until after marriage, and, both in 
law and fact, were held to be under the 
strict tutelage of their parents, who were 
too apt to enforce the views for their settle- 
ment in life, without paying any r^ard to 
the inclination of the parties chiefly inte- 
rested. On such occasions, the suitor ex- 
pected little more from bis bridie l^an a si- 
lent acquiescence in the will of her parents; 
and as few opportunities of acquaintance, 
far i^esa of intimacy, occurred, he made his 
choice by the outside, as the lovers in the 
Merchant of Venice select the casket, con- 
tented to trust to chancO'the issue of the 
lattery, in which he had hazarded a venture* 
, It was not therefore surprising, such 
being the general manners of the age, that 
Mr Hayston of Bucklaw, whom dissipated 

• 

habits had d^ached from. good society, 
should not attend particularly to those feel- 
ings in bis elected bride, to which, many 
men of more smitiment^ experience, and 
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ref eetiOD, would» in 1.11 iprobabilily, have 
been equally indiflferent. He knew whM 
all accounted the principal point, thM lief 
parents and firi^ds, ndmely, weifede^etffy 
in his finroar, and that there existed tMltt 
powerfol reasons ftit taehr predMection. 

In truths the conduct of the Marqfris of 
A*-*— ^^ since Ravenswood^s departure, had 
been stich as almoat to bar the possibiHrf 
of his kinsman's union with Lucy AshMn. 
The Marquis was Ravenswood's sincere^ 
but misjudging friend j or rather, Hke maajr 
friends and patrons, he consulted what be 
considered to be his relation's true intweil^ 
although he knew that in doing so he nm 
ccMinter to his inclinatioas* 

The Marquis drove on, therefore, with 
the plenitude of ministerial authority, an 
appeal in the Scottish Parliament against 
those judgments of the cowts of law, by 
which Sir William became possessed of 
RaveoBWOod's hbreditary property. As 
this measure was enfisroed with all thf au- 
thority of power, it was eUchtaMd agaioit 
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by the members on the oppoiitt side, as aa 
istorfereiice with the civil judicature of the 
awutry^ equally new, arbitrary, and tyran- 
nical. And if it thus affected even strangers 
eonnected with them only by political par^ 
tyt it may be guessed what the Ashton SsLmu 
ly tiiemselves-said uid thought under 86 
cross a dispeasatioQ* Sir WilUam, still more 
worldly-minded than he was timid, was 
reduced to despair by the loss by which 
be was threatened. His son's haughtier 
spirit was exalted into rage, at the idea 
of betag deprived of his expected patri* 
mony. But to Lady Ashton's yet more 
vindictive 4:emper, the eonduct of Ra^ 
venswood, or rather of his patron, appear^ 
ed to be an offence challenging the deep- 
est and most immortal revenge/ Even 
tiie quiet and confidmg temper of Lucy 
herself^ swayed by the opinions express- 
ed by all around her, could not but con- 
sider the conduct of Ravens wood as pre* 
cipitate, aad even unkind. << It was my 
father,'* she repeated with a sigh, <« who 
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welcomed him to this place, and eocoara* 
gedf or at least allowed, the intimacy be* 
tween us« Should he not have^ remember- 
ed this» and requited it with at least some 
moderate degree of procrastination in the 
assertion of his own alleged rights? I would 
have forfeited for him double the valufe of 
these lands, which he pursues with an ar^ 
dour that shows he has forgotten how much 
I am implicated in the matter." 

Lucj, however, could only murmur these 
things to herself, unwilling to increase the 
prejudices against her lover entertained by 
all around her, who exclaimed against the 
steps pursued on his account, as illegal, 
vexatious, and tyrannical, resembling the 
worst measures in the worst times of Uie 
worst Stuarts. As a natural consequence, . 
every means was resorted to, and every 
argument urged, to induce her to break off 
her engagement with Ravenswood, as be* 
ing scandalous, shameful, and sinful, form- 
ed with the mortal enemy of her fami}y» 
and calculated to add bitterness to the dis^ 
tress of her parents. 
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Lucy'a^spirit, howevfer, was high ; and al- 
tiiough unaided and alone, she could have 
borne much-— she could have endured fbete- 
pinings of her father«r-his murmurs against 
what he called the tyrannical usage of the 
ralmg party—- his ceaseless charges of ingra- 
titude against Bavenswood^^his endless 
lectures on the various means by which 
contraets may be voided and annulled--^his^ 
quotations from the civil, the municipal, 
and the canon law— «and his prelections 
upon the patria potestas.. 

s She might have borne also in patience^. 
or repelled with scorn, the bitter taunts 
and occasional violence of her brother Co- 
lonel Ashton, and the impertinent and in* 
trusive interferencie of other friends and 
i^lieitions. But it was beyond her power 
eflectually to withstand or. elude the con- 
jstant and unceasing persecution of Lady 
Ashton, who, laying every other wii^h aside, 
had bent the whole efforts of her povverfql 
mind to break her daughter's contract with. 
BaVenswood^ and to place a perpetual bar 



between the lever?, by efiectibg lMcy*s oni- 
on with Bucklaw. Far more deeply ^ktlbd 
than her husband in the reodmis oi the hu- 
man heart, she was awar^ that is tiits waj 
she might strike a blow of deep and deci- 
sive vei^geaiice upon one, wham sheesfaeem- 
ed as her mortal enemy ; nor did she hmd- 
tate at raising her arm, although she lonew 
that the wound must be dealt throu^ the 
bosom of her daughter. With this«tern 
and fixed purpose, she sounded every depidi 
and shallow of her daugbtei^^s soul, . assu- 
med alternately every disguise of maimer 
which could serve her purpose, and pre- . 
pared at leisure every species of di^ ma- 
chinery, by which the human mind can be 
wrenched from its settled purpose. Some 
of these were of an obvious description^ 
and require only to be cursorily airatk)^- 
ed ; others were characteristic of the time, 
the country, and the persons engaged in 
this singular drama. 

It was of the last consequence, that aU 
intercourse betwixt the lovers diould' be 
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i^I^6d# ao4» hf dist of gold and authori- 
ij9 Lady A^bioo contrived to possess her* 
jelf of SQch a complete connnand of all who 
wece placed around her daughter, that» in 
fact, no lei«uered fortress was ever moie 
eompletdy block^ed ; while, at the same 
.time^to all outward appearance^ Miss Asb- 
i#ii lay under no restriclion. The verge 
irf her pwrents' domains became, in respect 
to her, like the viewless and enchant- 
ed line drawn around a fairy castle, where 
jiK>ihiQg unpermitted can either enter from 
.without, or escape from within* Thus 
eva:y letter, in which Ravenswood con- 
j^ed to Lucy Ashton the indispensable 
SMSQUS which detained him s^broad, and 
faoffe than one note which poor Lucy had 
addressed to him through what she thought 
tk aeowre channel^; fell into- the hands of her 
«M>th€ir* It could not be, but what the te^ 
HOC c^ these intercepted letters, especiaUy 
those ctf ilav&sawood, should contain some- 
thing to irritate the passions^ and fortify 
tbe oiietinac/t of her into whose hands they 
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fell ; but Lady Ashton^s paseiionis were too 
deep-rooted to require this fredi food. SSie 
burnt the papers as reguiarly m siie peru- 
sed them ; and as they oonsumed into va^ 
pour ai^ tinder, regarded them wilii a 
smile upon her cooipressed iips^ and an ess» 
ultation in her steady eye, which showed 
her confidence that the hopes of 1^ wri- 
ters should soon be rendered equally nv^ 
substantiaU 

It usually happeus that fortune aids tJie 

machinations of those who are prompt t* 

avail themselves of every chance that oi> 

Jers* A report was wafted from the conti* 

nent, founded, like others of the same stfrt; 

upon many plausible circumstances, but 

without any real basis, stating the Master 

pf Ravenswood to be on the eve of mai^ 

ria^e with a foreign lady of fortune and 

distinction. This was greedily caught up 

by both the political parties, who were at 

jMice struggling for power and for popular 

favour, and who seized, as usual, upon tte 

mpst private ctrcumftUuices ia the Uvea of 
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each other'r partizans to convef t them intb 
iulgects of politioal discusMon. 

. The Macquis of A >- gave his opinion 

aloud and publicly, not indeed in the coarse 
ilerms ascribed to him by Capta[in Craigem 
gelt, but in a manner sufficiently offensive 
to the Asbtons. << He thought the report,^ 
he said, <* bigbly probable, and heartily 
wished it might be true. Such a match 
was fitter and far more creditable for a spf- 
^ited young -fellow, tlmn a marriage with 
the daughter of an old whig lawyer, whose 
chicanery had so nearly ruined his father.** 

The other party, of course, laying out ci 
view the opposition which the Master of 
Bavenswood received from Miss Ashton^s 
iamily, cried shame upon his fickleness 
mad perfidy, as if he had seduced the 
?yofung lady into ao engagement, and wit 
fidly and causelessly abandoned her for an* 
ocner* 

JSuffici^tit care was taken that this report 
^uld find its way to Ravenswood Castle 
thmiigh ev^. iCai^imis channel, Lady Ash^ 

10 



ioxk being wdl awaret that tka very rett^ 
ration of the tame rumour froin so maoy 
quarters could npt but give it a se^afalanee 
of twth. By some it wad told as a piece 
of ordinary news, by some coi»nmnicate4 
as 'serknis intelligence ; now it was whia^ 
pered to Lucy ^hton's ear in the tone, of 
malignant pleasantry, and now transmitted 
to her as a. matter of grave and serioua 
warning. 

Even the boy H^icy was made the ini- 
ttrument of adding to his sister's tomtienta 
One morning he rushed into the room with 
a willow branch in his^ hatid, which he told 
her had arrived that instant fron G^raany 
Ibr her special wearing. Lucy»as we have 
i€en». was remarkably fcaad of hec younger 
brother, and at that moment. his wantoft 
and thoughtleia unkindness seined merf 
keenly injurious than even the studied in^ 
suits of her elder brother. Her grief, bow# 
ever» had no shade i^resenttnent ; sbe feJd- 
ed her arms abcMit the boy^s necK, ami saj# 
iiig:'fai]itl}i» ^vBmt Heuyi ymi ijpeak but 
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.wbit IhcgF. tell yaut** die bucit iiMbo a flood 
jof uarefitrakiod teac9* The boy wu mored, 
notwUbatandiog the tboi|ghtles8Q6S8 of hit 
j^ aod (^liracter. <* The devil takeoic^" 
•aid he, ^ Lucy, if I fetch you any more of 
thaie tormenting messdiges again ; for I like 
you better," said he, kissing away the tean^ 
ft than the whole pack of them ; and you 
afaali have mj grey pon^ to ride on, and 
you shall canter him if you like, aye, and 
j^ beyoQd the viHnge too if you have a 
ni«d«'' 

« Who t^ld you,** said Lucy, *« that I 
am not periasitted to ride where I pliease 7" 

<* That's a secret," said the boy ; << but 
yon will find you can never ride beyond 
fjbe^lage but your horse, will caat a shoe» 
ec fall lame» or the cas^e bell will riqg, or 
aometbiogwill hisppen: to baring you back» 
But if. I tell yo^ more ;of these things. Dott- 
le ^ill not get me the pair of coloun 
iiU^ haye proBo^sed me,, and so good mori 
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er dejeetion, as k tended to shew her plaiflk 
lyi what she bad for some time suspected^ 
that she was little better than a prisoner at 
large in her father^s house^ We^ have de» 
scribed her in the outset of our slfory as^of 
a romantic disposition, delighting in tales 
•of loveand wonder, and readily identifying 
lierself with the situation of those legenda- 
ry 'heroines^ with whose adventures, fyi 
waint of better reading, her n^emery had 
become- stocked.- The fairy wand, with 
which in her solitude she had delighted to 
raise visions of enchantment, became now 
the rod of a magician^ the bend slave of 
evil genii, serving only to invoke spectres 
at Which the exorcist trembled. She felt 
herself- the object- of suspicion, of scorn,* 
of didike at leasrt^ if not of hatred, to hep 
own family ; and it seemed to her ihtt^ 
Aie was abandoned by the very person on 
whbse account she was exposed to the en« 
mity of all-around her. Indeed the evi- 
dence of Ravenswood's infidelity bega» 
to assume every day a more determined 
character. 



A soldier of fortiioe of the qmm of 
. Westeuho, m old familiar of Craigeogek% 
cbanced to arrive from abroad ^boat thia 
time. The worthy Captaiot though with 
out any precise comipuoication with Lady 
Afihton^ always ; acted most rcigularly aod 
aedulctudy in su{>port of her plansi . and 
easily prevailod upon his friend, by dint of 
exaggeration of real circum3taiice8» and 
coining of others, to give explicit testima* 
ny to the truth of Rsvenswood's approach- 
ibg marriage. 

Thus beset on all hands, and in a manner 
reduced to despaiir^ JUicy's temper . gftve 
way under the pressure of constant afflic- 
tion and persecution* She bisaaaie gloomy 
and abstracted, and, contrary to her natu- 
ral and ordinary habit of mind, sometimes 
turned wi^th spirit and even fierceness on 
those by whom she was long and close- 
ly annoyed. Her health also began to be 
shaken, and her hectic cheek and wander- 
ing eye gave symptoms of what is called a 
fever upon the spirits. In most mothers 
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tliis wovld have moved compamon, bat 
2^7 AshtOR, compact and firm of pvrpoie, 
Mw these waverings of health and inteHeot 
w$th no greater sympathy than that with 
vhich the hostile engineer regards tUfc 
towers of a beleaguered dty as they reel 
under the discharge of his artillery, or fa- 
ther she considered these starts and ine- 
qnalitiea of temper as symptoms of JJacy** 
eacpiring resolntion ; as the angl^» by the 
throws and convulsive exertions of the fish 
which he has hookedybecomes aware that he 
soon will be able to land him* To accelerate 
4he catastrophe in the present case» Lady 
Alston had recourse to ap expedient very 
oonristent with the temper and credulity 
of those times, but which the reader will 
probaMy pronounce truly diaibolical. 






CHAPTER IV. 

*< In which a witch did dweU> in loathly waedn, 
And wilful want, all careless of her needs; 
' Bo ehusing solitaiy to aMde; 
Bar fiom all ne^bowt, tfiat her de? fliih dHAi 
And hellish arts from people she m^ht hide^ 
And hurt far off, unknown, whomever she envied.** 

Tbe health of Lucy Afthton sotm re- 
quked the assistince df a persim more skiH^ 
^ ill tbe office <of a trick nurse than the ft. 
m$ie d6me8tici» of the family. Ailsie Ctamr- 
lay, sometimes called the Wise Woman of 
Bowden,- was the person wfaom^ for her 
own strong reasons, Lady Ashton selected 
B9 an attendant upon her daughter. 

This wotcian had acquired a considerable 
reputartion among the igncvant t^ the pM- 
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tended cures which she performed, especiii« 
ly is on^eomeSf as the Scotch call thena^ or 
mysterioiifl diseases which baflfe the regit* 
kr physician. Her pharmacopeia consisted 
partly of herbs selected in planetary houis^ 
partly of words, signs, and charms, which 
sometimes, perhaps, produced a fitvourable 
influence upon the imagination of her pa- 
iieiita» Such was the avowed profession of 
Lucky Oburlay, which, as may well besup-c 
posedt was looked upon with a suspicious^. 
^ye, not only by her neighbours, but even 
by the clergy of the diftiict In private, 
li^wiever, she traded mor-e deeply iq^ the 
occult sciences j lor, notwitfastandiiig the 
dreaidfiil punishments inflieted upon the 
aopposed crime of witchcfaft, there wan^ 
not those who, steeled by wsmt and bitttt- 
ness of spirit, wqk wiUing . to adopt the 
hateAil and dangerous character, for the 
sake of the influence which its terrors eu- 
aided tfausm to exercise in the vicinity, and 
die wretched emolument which thidy could 
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extract by tbe practice of thetr supposed 
art. 

Aihsie Oourlay ws» hot indeed fool teou^i 
to acknowledge a compact with the .Evil 
One^ which wquld have been a swift and 
ready road to the.8take and tar-barrel. Her 
fairy, she said, like Caliban's^ was a harntless 
fairy. Nevertheless, she ** spaed fortunes,"* 
read dreams, composed phikres, discovenr*- 
ed stolen goods^ and made and dissolved 
.matches as sucrcessfoUy as i^ according to- 
the betief of the whole neighbourhood, she' 
bad been aided in tliese arts by Beelzebub 
himself* The worst of the pretenders to 
these sci^encea was, diat they were generally- 
persoM who, feeling themsdves odioas to' 
faumanfty, Witfre careless of what they did to: 
deserve the pubKc hatred. Real crimes: 
were oflen commkted under pretence of 
magical imposture; and it somewhat re* 
lieves the di^ast with whidi we r^d; in* 
tte criminal reo€»rdSt» the conviction of^ 
tbMfe wretches, to be ,awtiMi that mmy a£ 
them merit, as poisoners, suborners, and 
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dbbefical agests in secret doBMStic ctJnM, 
the severe fate^ to which they^ were c€m* 
demoed for llie maginarjr giiik of wifedft- 
oraft. 

Such w«s^ Ailsqr QoarUji whAni^ in or 
dar to attain the absolute siiVyugatiim ^ 
Lucy Ashton'a mind^ her mother thought 
it JttiDg to plaoe tleair hw pe«80B« A wo- 
man ctf leaa conaeqnenoe than. Ladgr Ash- 
toQ'faMi not dared to take tvdb « 9tmpf 
but her high rank akid atiei^^tii of ohanie- 
8^ her above (die rcensun of^thoi worid» 
flhe waa aUowed to havn-aalcotad toK 
her idanghtei^a aMcndaol the beat and aaoit 
espeffienoedaich nurse ^ and medMsei^ m 
the adghboiirhoodt where ^ inlbiior :peN 
son wotihl have faUon under Ae nfrreaidi 
of calteg in the asaistanoe of a pitni r mri 

illf of the groat enemy iOf.aiMkmd* . 

The; holdssBr <aiight her ono mxdflly aad 
hf inurado^ mthout gtvi^g JsAf Aabton 
tfm myhi' of distinct exnlanation* She was 
w fMAMf xasDoela imalifiad fiv tibe nait 
she pl^edl which indeed «o\ildJM>( be 
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^oMiitly assumed wkhoufc som^ kiuiw* 
ledge of the human heart axid pAsatesMb 
Dame Gourlay percrived that Lucy shud* 
dered at her external appearance, 'whidi ym 
have.^ready described upon her appearance 
in the death- chamber of blind Alice { and 
while mternally she hated the poor girl for 
the involuntary horror witii which she yx* 
Mived she was ri|^ed» she comneiiMd 
her operatioBS by endeavouring to effiieeof 
overcmse tbosepngudicas which in her hfmi 
she resented m mortaLofiMces. . This wip 
easily Aom^ for ^ hag^s external t^nais 
mm soon Isdaaced by ^aidiov of hUidncii 
imdinfeiaett, ta lidudi l4iey hadfif lale b^ 
lime* acQittto»edti her Attraillw serviMf 
sMid im1 dcitt gained ;her Ae etf > if not tiw 
MKiidenee, o£her.pataenk} and under pM- 
tenm of dhrerting die wsoUtuda V sk •sink 
9000^ shsi sofio led her atta^osi captJiiFe bf 
Ahelegiiids in wh»^ die mi wdl jfciUid» 
mtA tp>wihedt L^ey^t hahks id tm^^mg mA 
lifieclBon jadaoid lies to ffVmAKknUmr 
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five ediv^} Dttme Gburfiyft isles wereiat 
firM 4)f ai miiii m4 tntfifiestipg isfaariKetef^^ 

« . Of fa^^Athsfi nigb% dapce up^ the .wol^ 
And lovers doomed to wander and to weep, 
And castles high, where wicked wizzards keep 
-their cH^v^ thyaUs. ' ' '"* "^ -^^^ - 

aiid'xiiis«6 in^rftteiiciuJi:^^ and ilte* 

Quivering afidiiri%Llif»» ths afiUibRlsalEMAy 
iiMresfiflger, imd i the shakia^ .\mBAio£ the 

. ^igly bNe-eynii^ a 

i^s itf^titootiimaiiiiiiattoaft^ m an age metre 

, faanl 0f batie£ Th^.old.1%i0«irx sawifaer 
ad¥iiitftge^iH^igaadbui%i^^ 
jteiaiec^iaroaiidithe/^afM^ iMMiiii^iOQ 

.i4«bosk apffit isbe pnxrtjsed. dlier ii^esBds 
%f]^t>i to MlatetD tkefaiti»M«dF «iK^ila- 
«vai^fvcK>d' laiittfy ^ ithfiw moteMi||»HdiMir 
^iUIll ^|»i»rimitiMi9^ aftfhiltt^ : oiattdii^ilf 4iad 
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bates* The story of the fiifcal fouotain was 
nvjraifeed at full length, aod with foenidable 
additions, by the i^icient sybiL Tlie pro* 
phecy, quoted by Caleb, concerning the 
dead bride, who was to be won by the last 
of the Ravenswoods, had its own m^teri- 
ous commentary ; and the singulaf circum« 
stance of the apparition, seen by the Mas« 
ter of Banr enswood in the forest, having 
partly tnmspired tkimigh his hasty eaqui* 
ries in the cotlpge of old Alice, formed a 
theme for many ex«|^ratioBs. 

Lucy might ha^e deqiised these tales, if 
they had been related oooc^mng anodier 
family, m if her owi situation had been 
less ilespMitocit. But cimimstapcad asshe 
was, -the idea that an evil fote faui^ ^rer 
her-attachment,^ became predoorinant oter 
her other feeling^ and the gloom of soper- 
slition darkened a mmd, alnsady sirffeiettt^ 
ly weakeiml by sorrow, distress, usKsestam* 
Igr,. wd aa o[^wsi|ve sense of dts ut i wi 
«id desolattoo.. Sttspes were told by her 
attendant so dosdy resraiUing her own in 

VOL. in. c 
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'their circumstances^ that she was gradually 
led to converse upon such tragic and mys- 
tical subjects with the beldame, and to re« 
pose a sort of confidence in the sybil, whom 
she ^ill regarded with involuntary shud- 
dering. Dame Gourlay knew how to avail 
herself of this imperfect confidence* She 
directed Lucy's thoughts to the means of 
enquiring into futurityj— the surest mode, 
perhaps, of shaking the understanding and 
destroying the spirits. Omens were ex- 
pounded, dreams were interpreted, and 
other tricks of jugglery perhaps resorted 
to, by which the pretended adepts of the 
period deceived and fascinated their delu- 
ded followers. I find it mentioned in the 
articles of dittay against Ailsie Gourlay, 
( f or it is some comfort to think that 
the old hag was tried, condemned, and 
burned on the top of North-Berwick-Law, 
by sentence of a commission from the 
ftivy Council)— —I find, I say, it was 
charged against her, among other offences, 
that she had, by the aid and delusions of 
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SataOt shewn to a young penMm of quality, 
in a mirror glass, a gentleman then abroad, 
to whom the said young person was be- 
trothed, and who appeared in the vision to 
be in the act of bestowing his hand upon 
another lady. But this and some other 
parts of the record appeared to have been 
studiously left, imperfect in names and 
datesi probably out of regard to the ho- 
nour of the families concerned. If Dame 
Gourlay was able actually to play off such 
a piece of jugglery, it is clear she must 
have had better assistance to practise the 
deception, than her own skill or funds 
could supply. Meanwhile this mysterious 
visionary traffic had its usual effect, hi un- 
settling Miss Ashton's mind. Her temper 
became unequal, her health decayed daily, 
her manners grew moping, melancholy, and 
uncertain. Her father, guessing partly at 
the cause of these appearances, and exert- 
ing a degree of authority unusual with him, 
made a point of banishing Dame Gourlay 
from the castle ; but the arrow was shot, 
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and wds ratakling barb-deep in thtSode of 

the wdundcid deer. 

« 

It was shortiy aflter iht departuriif of this 
vroma)i; that Lucy Ash ton» utged hf her 
parents^ announced to thenii mth a ^vacity 
by ' which they were'^ startled, •« that she 
was conscious heaven and ear tH^ and hell 
had set themselves against htt union wkh 
Ravenswood ; stiH her contract/' she said^ 
«* ;ivas a binding contract, and she neither 
would nor could resign it without Che eon« 
sent of Ravenswood. Let me 1}e assured,"^ 
she concluded, << 4;hat he will free me from 
my engagement, and dispose of me as yon 
jpleasCi I care not how. When the diamonds 
are gone, what signifies the casket?" , 

The tone of obstinacy with which this 
was said^ her eyes flashing with unnatural 
light, and faer bands firmlyclenehed^ pae^ 
eluded ihe possibility of dispute; and\<be 
utmost length which Lady Ashton's ait 
could attain, only got her the privilege of 
dictating the letter, by which her dauj^ter 
requir^ed tp know i>f Ravenswood whether 
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he *iiitead«d toi^ide b;^, or to.sunrender^ 
what she termed^ ** their uofbrtunate en- 
gpgemrat;' Of Ums admntig^ Lady Ash* 
toit {K> fiu and go iDgeqiomly availed her« 
self, that^ .accprcU^g to the wxirding of the 
letter^ the reader would have supposed 
Lucy, was calling upon her. lover to re- 
noutice a contract which was. contrary to 
the interests and indinations of both. Not 
trusting even to thia point of deception^ 
Lady Ashton finally determined . to sup. 
presa the letter altogether, in hqpes that 
Xdicy's impatience would induce her to 
copdemn Ravenswood unheard and in ab** 
sence. In this she was disappointed. The 
time» indeed, h^d long elapsed, when an 
answer should have been received from the, 
continent. The faint ray of hppe which 
still glimmered in Lucy's mind» was weH 
nigh extinguished. But the idea never.for- 
sook her, that her let|;er might not^ have 
been duly forwarded. One of her mother's 
new. machinations unexpectedly furni3h€id 
ln^ ,withi the means of ascertaining what 
she most desired to know. 
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The female agei^t of hell having been 
dismissed from the castle. Lady Ashton, 
who wrought by all variety of means, re- 
solved to employ, for working the same end 
on Lucy's mind, an agent of a very differ- 
ent character. This was no other than the 
Beverend Mr Bide-the-*bent, a presbyterian 
cleigyman, of the very strictest order and 
most rigid principles, whose aid she called 
in upon the principle of the tyrant in the 
tragedy:— 

^' lU have a priest shall preadi her from her fiutlv 
And make it sin not to renounce that vow^ 
Which rd have broken 

% 

But Lady Ashton was mistaken in 'the 
agent she had selected* His prejudices, in- 
deed, were easily enlisted on her- side, and 
it was no difficult matter to make him re^ 
gard with horror the prospect of a unioo 
betwixt the daughter of a God-fearing; pro- 
fessing, and presbyterian family of dlstin&r 
tioD, with the heir of a blood-thirsty pre- 
latist and persecutor, the hands of whose 
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fathers had been dyed to the wrists in the 
blood of God's saints. This resembled, in 
the divine's opinion, the union of a Moa» 
bitish stranger with a daughter of Zion. 
But With all the more severe prejudices 
and principles of his sect, Bide*the-bent 
possessed a sound judgment, and had learnt 
sympathy even in that very school of per- 
locution, where the heart is so frequent* 
ly hardened. In a private interview with 
Miss Ash ton, he 'was deeply moved by her 
distress, and could not but admit the jus- 
tice of her request to be permitted a direct 
communication with Ravenswood, upon 
the subject of their solemn contract When 
she urged to him the great uncertainty un* 
der which she laboured, whether her letf 
tcr had been ever forwarded, the old man 
paced the room with long steps, shook his 
grey head, rested, repeatedly for a space 
on his ivory-headed staff, and after much 
hesitation, confessed that he thought her 
doubts so reasonable, that he would him- 
self aid in the Removal of them. 



*« i cannbt but opkie, Mfes LtftJ^,^ 1^ 
said, " that ymir worshipfuM^cdy mkher 
hatfa in this mAttef an ^ag^ness^ whfflc; 
although k ariseth doiibtles^ ftotti love t0 
your best intereists h^e atid'iicreaftef,--^ 
for the man is of persecuting biodd^i iiM 
himself a pcfrsecutor, a cavalier dritisXtig^ 
nant, and a scoffiir, who hitk no lirhfeiit- 
ance in Jcsse;»^-4ieverthelei6stwe are cbm^ 
marided to do jastfce unto aft, and torfct 
fll our bond and convenant,' fttf'Well^^tb 
the stranger, as to Mm who i^ in^t^i^iiilEiJbir^' 
hood with us. Wherefore myself, evSitT 
myself, will be aiding unto tfie- dfifveiry 
of your letter to the man BTdgtt "Offiavens^ 
wood, trusting that the issue thereof may 
be your deliverance from the nets* iii' 
which he hath'sinfully engaged you. -iittd 
that I may do in tbis neither moi^ nor 
less than hath been warranted by your fio- 
nourablc parents, I pray you to transcribe^ 
without increment or subtraction, the let^ 
ter formerly expeded under the dictation 
of your right honourable modier ; and I 



9liatt put it into su^h sure cqur^ of be- 
ing delivered, that iff lipnoured youog ina. 
d«o]^ jpu ^hall receive m ankpcr, it will 
1^ Oi^ceswrjr that you ooaftclude that the 
jpan floeanelh . io silence to aibandou that 
naughty .contract, .which,rpeirad venture, he 
may be uniwiUing directly to rettwe*'' 

Luc;y ^ag^Jy .embraced; the exfie^nt 
of the Dirortby djhnne. A. new letter was 
written fin. the precf^e. terms of the former, 
and consigned by Mr ^id^the-bent to the 
tSoAffg^ of. Saunders .Moonshine, a zealous 
c^der of the church when on shore, and 
yrhen Qpi board his. bri^ as bold a smugglsr 
as ever ran o(Ut a. sliding bowi^dt ' to. the 
winds that blow betwixt Campvere and the 
east coast of Scotland. At the recommen» 
dation of his pastor, Saunders readily un» 
dertook that the letter should be securely 
ccmveyed to the Master of Ravenswood at . 
the. court where he now resided. 

This retro^ect became necessary to ex^*^ 
j^in the conference betwixt Miss Ashton^* 



38 



TALES or HT IJOTDLOBD. 



her mother^ and Bucklawt which we have^ 
detailed in a preceding chapter. 

Lucy was now like the sailor, who, while 
drifting through a tempestuous ocean, clings 
for safety to a single plank, his powers of 
grasping it becoming every moment more 
feel}Ie, and the deep darkness of the night 
only chequered by the flashes of lightning, 
hissing as they show the white tops of 
the billows, in which he is soon to be en- 
gulphed. 

Week cfept away after week, and day 
after day. St Jude*s day arrived, the last 
and protracted term to which Lucy had 
limited herself, and there was neither let- 
ter nor news of Ravenswood. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Ilow fair these names, how much unUke they look 
To all the blurr'd subscriptions in my book ! 
The bridegroom's letters stand in row above, 
' ' Tapering, yet straight, h'ke pine-trees in his grove ; 
While free and fine the bride's appear below^ 
As l^ht and slender as her jessamines grow. 

Cbabbb. 

St Jubb's day came» the term assigned 
by Lucy herself as the furthest date of 
expectation, and, as we have already said, 
there were neither letters fro^i, nor news 
of, Ravens^ood. But there were news of 
Bucklaw, and of his trusty associate Craig- 
engelt, who arrived early in the morning for 
the completion of the proposed espousals, 
and for signing the necessary deeds. 

These had been carefully prepared un- 
der the revisal of Sir William Ashton himr 
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self» it havii^g; been resolyed« on McoiiflEtOf 
the state of Miss Aahtan's healthy as it; was 
saidy tbat none save the parties ii^modiate^ ~ 
ly interested should be- present /when tine, 
parchments were subscribe It was for* 
ther determineclt that the marriage should 
be solemnized upon the fimrth day sAer 
signing the articles^ a .measure, a!^te4 
by Lady Ashton> in or^er that JL.ttqy p|ig|i| 
haye as little time as possil^e to istef^ or 
relapse into intractability. Ther^ wM qp 
appearance, howevert of h^ doing either.. 
She heard the proposed arranip^ment with 
the calm indifl^ence of ^esp^irt .orrathef 
with an apathy vising from the Q|>prQS9^ 
and stupified state of her feeltMit To4n 
eye so unobserying as that of Buckjjfiw^hei^ 
demeanour had little more of relMOlaM^ 
than might suit. the i^fiacter of 4 I^ishf^ 
young lady^: who» however, be. could, not 
diqgiyse from himself, was coi^pj^g with 
the choice of her friei^ls^ rathor, IhaR ^fj^- 
cising any personal prodileet^Oft in hit fa- 
vour. 
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«>Vli€ii the moraing cotopliments of the 
bridegroom had been piud^ Miss Ashtoh 
wa»ldft^ftr some tine to herself; her mo* 
thMr femarkiog^ that the deeds must be 
signed bfcibre the hour of noon, in order 
that the marriage might be haippy. 

Xticy^iifl^ed hersdf to be drest for the 
oecaoioft^ as the taste of her attendants suj^ 
getted'5 and was of course splendidly array- 
ed* Her dress was composed of white satin 
and fttissek ]ace» and her hair arranged 
with a profuacm of jewels» whose lustre 
made a stninge contrast to the deadly pale- 
ness ot* her complexion, and to the trouble 
whoch dwelt in her unsettled-eye. 

Her toilette was hardly finished, ere 
timrf appeared to conduct the passive 
bridie to^e statie apartment, where all was 
prepared for signing the contract* ** Do you 
kMWr dster/' he sud, «*^ I am glad you are 
to hive^ Bodtlaw after all^ instead' of^'Ba* 
vensirood^'lfho Io(E>ked Uke a Spanish grafl. 
dee come t# cut -our throats, and trample 
our bodies under foot. And I am glad the 
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broad seas are between us this day, for I 
shall never forget how frightened I was 
when I took him for the pi,ctui'e,of old Sir 
Malise walked out of the canvass. Tell 
me true, are you not glad to be fairly shot 
of him r 

<< Ask me no questions, Henry/' said his 
unfortunate sister; <^ there is little more 
can happen to make me either glad or 
sorry in this world.** 

^ And that's what all young brides say,^ 
said Henry ; ^' and so do not be cast down, 
Lucy, for you'll tell another tale a twelve- 
month hence-*-and I am to be bride's-man, 
and ride before y^ou tathe kirk, and all our 
kith, kin, and allies, and all Bucklaw's, are 
to be mounted and in order— and I am to 
have a scarlet laced coat, and a feathered 
hat, and a sword-belt, double bordered whh 
gold, and point d*e^pagne, and a dagger in- 
stead of a sword ; and I should like a sword 
much better^ but Douglas won't hear of it« 
All my things, and a hundred besides, ark 
to come out from Edmburgfa to-night with 
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old Gilbert^ and the sniupter mules-— and I 
will bring them, and show them to you the 
instant they come."* 

The boy's chatter was here interrupted 
by the arrival of Lady Asbton^ somewhst 
alarmed at her daughter's stay. With one 
€>f her sweetest smiles^ she took Luey^s 
arm under her own, and led her to the 
apartpient where her presence was expect- 
ed. 

There were only present, Sir William Ash- 
ton, and Colonel Douglas Ashton, the last in 
full reginfentals-— Bucklaw in bridegroom 
trim— Craigengelt freshly equipt from top 
to toe by the bounty of his patron, and be- 
dizened with as much lace as might have 
become the dress of the Copper Captain, 
together with the Rev. Mr ffide-the*bent ; 
the presence of a minister being, in strict 
presbyterian &milies, an ind&pensable re- 
quiiite upon , all occasions of unusual' so- 
lemnity. 

Wines and rdreebments were placed on 
a taUe^ on which the writings were display- 
ed, ready for signature. 



But h^ort pr0oeeiliiig.«kU»er,to.bii8iQef& 
or. rjB&eshmeot^ Mr Bide^hd* bent* at a »g^ 
sal from Sir William Ashton^ i&yitiul the 
company to join him in a short extempo^ 
tary prayeri in which he implored a blesSf 
ing .upon the contract now to be soleov 
nized between the honourable .^rties then 
present*. With the simplicity of his- timsa 
and professiont which permitted strong 
personal allusions, he petitioned, that ^be 
wounded .mind of one of theset npbl^ pajctie^ 
might, be healed, in reward of iier. com** 
pUance with: the advice of her right ho^ 
nourahle . parents {^ and. that, as she ha^ 
pcoy^ herself a. child after God's comK 
mandment, by. honourkig. her father and 
mother, she and her's might enjoy^.the 
pn^niaed btetaing— length^ of day^ in the 
laxui >ere, an4 * happy portion hereafter 
in a hettcK country. lie prayed fiiJ^r« 
that jthei bcidqgrooiQ, inigbt be . weemei 
frpm.thp4e |if]|les which sedup^ yianth fieow 

to tak»|.<jtelJgH w vwp.a^^^^ iWfrofitaUc^ 
company, scoffers, rioters, and those. who 



sii late af the wine, (herfe Bdcklawwitlked 
to Craigengelt),' and' cea£;e from the society 
ti)at c&useth to efn A ^aitablle sDpplica* 
thnih behalf of Sir WiHiaai a»d Lady 
A^htonfy aind their family; concluded tlifs 
rfelTgfOus address, which thus embraced 
6V'ery individual present, excepting Craig- 
engelt, Whom the worthy divine probably 
considered as past all hopes of gi^ace^ 
^ The iusiufelfs of ^he day novif went for- 
wj^rd i' Sir Witliak Ashton signed the con- 
ftact with legal solemnity smd precision; 
his sdn, with military non-chalanee ^ and 
BdbktaW, having subscribed as rapidly as 
Craigehgelt coufd turn the leaves, conclu- 
ded by wiping his pen dn that worthy's new 
Iftced cravat., 

it was now Miss Ashtdn*s turn to sign 
the writings, aiid she was guided by her 
WatcfifUl mother ttf the table for that pur- 
];>o8e. Atr her irst attendpt,^ bhe began to 
write with a dry pen, and wlien the dr- 
cuinstance was pointed out, seemed unable, 
iftto tever:d attempts^ to dip it in the mts* 
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sive silver ink-standish^ which stood fall 
before hen Lady Ashton's vigilance hast- 
ened to supply the deficiency. I have my- 
self seen the fatal deed, ftnd in the distinct 
characters in which the name of Lucy 
Ashton is traced on each page, there is on- 
ly a very slight tremulous irregularity, in^ 
dicative of her state of mind at the time of 
the subscription* But the last signature is 
incompletey defaced, and blotted ; for while 
her hand was employed in tracing it, the 
hasty tramp of a horse was heard at the 
gate, succeeded by a step in the outer gal- 
lery, and a voice, which, in a commanding 
tonC} bore down the opposition of the me- 
nials. The pen dropped from Lucy's fingers, 
as she exclaimed with a faint shriek*— ^< He 
t» come^i— -he is come I'' 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Thii by his tongue should be a Monttgue 1 
Fetch me my rapier, boy; . 
N0W9 by the faith and honour of my kia. 
To strike him dead I hold it not a sin. 

Rom$o and 



Hardly had Miss Ashton dropped the 
peny when the door of the apartment flew 
open, and the Master of Ravenswood en« 
tered the apartment* 

Lockhard and another domefttic. Who had 
in vain attempted to oppose his p^issage 
through the gallery or anti*chamber» were 
seen standing on the threshold trantf xed 
with surprise, which was instantly commu-» 
nicated to the whole party in the state*room. 
That of Colonel Douglas Ashton was rnin* 
gled with resentment ; that of Bucklaw, 
¥rith haughty and affected indifference; 
the rest, even Lady Ashton herself» shew«- 
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cd 8^8 of fear, and Lucy seemed petrified 
to stOBe by this unexpected apparitton. 
A{^Mlritioh it might well be termed^ for 
Bavenswood bad mcnre the appearance of 
one fetunied from the dead, than of a liting 
visitor. 

He planted himself full in the middle of 
the apartment, opposite to the table at 
which Lucy was seated, on whom, as if she^ 
had been alone in the chamber, he beht 
his eyes with a mingted expressioif <^^d^ep 
grief and deliberate indignation. £[is dark-^ 
coloured riding cloak, displaced from one 
fihoulderi hung around dne side of his peiw 
son in the ample folds of the Spanish man- 
tle. The rest of his rtch dress was trtfrel^ 
soil'd, and deranged byiis^d riding. He 
bad a sword by his side, and pistols in faisf 
belt. His slonohed hat^ %faicb'hie had not 
removed at entrattce, gave in ddditianal 
gloom tn his 4ark featui'es, which, wrati^ 
by sorrow, and inaHced by the ghastly look 
coQMuiBicirtad > 1^ long IHness, added to a 
ewiateiunice aatncdly somewhat sldmtaiitf 
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wHd, a fierce md even savage expRpskuu 
The matted aqd dishevdled loctks of. iiajc 
which escaped fr^oi under his haOi Uogs^ 
ther with his fis^ aii4 unmoved, portow^ 
made bis bead mole pese^ihle 4hat.ef a 
mai^ble bust thjtn of a living man. He said 
not a sin^e w<Mrd, and there was a deep si- 
feiice in th^ company for more than. two 
n^nutes. 

It was broken by Lady Ashton, who in 
i\^ sp9C^;p£irt^ reooveced iier natural au^ 
dacity. She demanded to know, the cause 
of tl)is. unituthorised intrusion. 

M That is a quei^ii«ni madam»'* said her 
son, ^ which I have th^ best right to ask-w^ 
and I mu9t request of^th€i Master c^ Ra^ 
vei^wood to foUow me; wbene he. can an* 
swte it at ki^re*'* 

Bucklaw i^fterpe^/iajriogi^r^^No main 
on 9arth,;^boMjd usurp, fait pwviomi right in 
dem994ing:an exfdaiuitJPV ftoiatbe Mas- 
ter*->-*CraigeQgelt,'' he addsd^ in M tinder 
tcme^ ^ ^-r-n ye^wjby do you stind staiki]g 
as^if y^ saw a giiQst ? ftfech^netey tmtA 
from the gallery.'' 
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<< I will relinquish to no man," said Co- 
lonel Ashton, ^< my right of calling to ac- 
count the man who has offered this unpa- 
ralleled affiront to my family/' 

^< Be patient, gentlemen," said Ravens- 
woody turning sternly towards them, and 
waving his hand as if to impose silence on 
their altercation. ** If you are as weary 
of your lives as I am, I will find time and 
place to pledge mine against one or both ; 
at present I have no leisure for the dis- 
putes of tf iflers." 

" Triflers!" echoed Colonel Ashton, 
lialf unsheathing his sword, while Bucklaw 
laid his hand on the hilt of that which 
Craigengelt had just reached him. 

Sir William Ashton, alarmed for his son's 
safety, rushed between the young men and 
Ravenswood, exclaiming, ^ My son, I com- 
mand you— Bucklaw, I entreat you— -keep 
I the peace, in the name of the queen and of 
the law.* 

<< In the name of the law of God,"* said 
Bide-the-bent, advancing also with uplifted 
hands between Bucklaw, the Colond, and 
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the object of their resentment — ^* In the 
name of Him who brought peace on earth, 
and good will to mankind, I implore— -I 
beseech^-1 command you to fcurbear vio- 
lence towards each other. God hateth the 
blood-thirsty man— he who striketh with 
the sword, shall perish with the sword.** 

** Do you take me for a dog, sir,** said 
Colonel Ashton, turning fiercely upon him, 
^* or something more brutally istupid, to en- 
dure this insult in my father's house ?-^Let 
me go, Bucklaw ! He shall account to me, 
or, by heaven, I will stab him where he 
stands.* 

^* You shall not touch him here,* said 
Bucklaw i ** he once gave me my life, and 
were he the devil come to fly away with the 
whole house and generation, he shall have 
nothing but fair play.** 

Xbe passions of the two young men thus 
counteracting each other, gaveRavenswood 
leisure to exclaim, in a stern and steady 
voice, ** Silence ! — ^let him who really seeks 
danger, take the fitting time when it is 
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to. he found; my mission here will be 
fAoftfy aocampUshed.— Is tkat^ madam, 
your haidd ^''.he added in a softer tone, ex« 
tending towards Miss Ashton her last let* 
tcr. . 

A faulteripg <^ Yes/' seemed rathjsr to 
escape from her lips, than to be uttered as 
a voluntary answer. 

*< And is fibitf also your hand ?" extending 
towards her the mutual engagement. 

Lucy remained silent. Terror, and a 
yet stronger and more confused feeling, jo 
utterly disturbed her understanding, that, 
she probably scarcely ' comprehended (he 
question that was put to her. 

<< If you design," saiii Sir William Ash- 
ton, ^* to found any legal claim on that 
pi^er, sir^ do npt expect to receive any 
answer to an extra-judicial question." 

<< Sir William Ashton," said Ravenswood, 
^ I pray you, and all who hear me, that 
you will not mistake my purpose. If this 
young lady, of her own free-will, desires the 
r^stwation of this contract, as her letter 

9 
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woiiid seisto to imply— theire^ is not a Iwri- 
thered leaf which this autumn wind strews 
on the heath 9 that is more vailuele^s in 
my ejres. But I faiust and will hear^" the 
truth from her own mouth— without this 
satisfaction 1 will not leave this spot. Mur- 
der me»b}r numbers you possibly may } but 
I am an armed man^-I am a desperate man, 
—and 1 will not die without ample ven- 
geance. This is my resolution, take ft as 
you may. I will hear her determina- 
tlon from her own mouth j fit>m her own 
mouth, alone, and without witnesses, will I 
hear it. Now chuse," he said, drawing his 
sword wiUi the right hand, and, with the 
left, by the same motion taking a pistol 
from .his belt and cocking it, but turning 
the point of one weapon and the muzzle of 
the other to the grdund,— " Chuse if you 
will ha^e tjhis hall floated with blood* or if 
you will grant me the decisive interview 
with my affianced bride, which the lawisj of 
Gd4..and the country alike entitle me to 
demand.*' 

VOL.111. D 
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, All recoiled at the sound of his vaice^ 
and the determined action bj which it was 
accompanied ; for the ecstasy, of real d^e» 
ration seMom ffdis (o ov«*power the less, 
energetic passions by whidi it may be oj>pQ- 
sed* The clergyman was the first to speak^i 
^< In the name of Gpd^? he said, *^ receive 
an overture of peace firom the meanest of 
his servants. What this hdnourable per- 
son demands, albeit it is urged with over 
violence^ I^th yet in it something of reason. 
Let hiin. hear from Miss Lucy's own lips 
that she hath dutifully aeqeded to the will 
of her parents^ and repenteth her of her co- 
vemmt with him ; and when he is assured of 
this, he will depart in peac^ unto his own 
dwelling, ajod cumber us no more. Alas 1 
the workings of the ancient Adam are 
strong even in the regenei'ate-T«*surely we 
should have* long suffering with those who, 
being yet in the. gall of bitterness and bond' 
of iniquityy are swept forward by the un«^^ 
controulable current of worldly passion* 
Let then the Master of Ravenswood have 
the interview on which he insistetb } it can 
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but be aa a' passing pang to this honourable 
maiden, since her Mik is now irrevocably 
pledged to the choice of her parents. Let 
it, I say^ be thus : it belongeth to my funfc^ 
tions to entreat your honours' compliance 
with this healing overture.'' 

«* Never,'' answered Lady Ashton, whose 
rage had now overcome her first surprise 
and terror— << neyer ^all this man speak 
in private with my daughter, the affianced 
bride of another. Pass fjfom this room 
who will, I remain here. I fear neither his 
violence nor his weapons, though some,'* 
she said, glancing a look towards Colonel 
Ashton, ^< who bear my name, appear more 
moved by them.'^ 

^ For God's sake, imudamY" answered the 
worthy divine, ^< achl not fuel to firebrands. 
The Master of Ravenswood cannot^ I am 
suve, object to your presence, the young 
la<^8 state of heakh being considered, and 
your nuUernal duty. I myself will also 
tany ; peradventuns my grey hairs may tum 
awtty 
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.<< You are welcome to do sOt sir," sai4 
Ravenswpod ; ** and Ls^dy Ashton is also 
welcome to remaiQ, if she shall think pro- 
per; but let all others deparU" 

<< Eavenswood," said Colonel Ashton^ 
crossing him as he went out, *« you shall 
account for this ere long^" 

«« When you please/' replied Ravens- 
wood. 

.*« But I,'* said Bucklaw, with a half 
smile, *• have a prior demand on your lei- 
sure, a claim of some standti^.'' 

«* Arrange it as you will," said Ravena- 
wood ; «* leave me but this day in peace, 
and I will have no dearft employment on 
earth, to-morrow, than to give you all the 
sati^action you can desire." 

The other gentlemen left the apartment ; 
but Sir William Ashton lingered. 

^ Master of Ravenswood," he said, in a 
conciUating tone, « I think I have not de- 
served that you should make this scandal 
and outrage in my family. If you jvUl 
sheathe your sword, and retire with me into 
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my study, I will prove to you, by the most 
satisfactory arguments, the inutility of your 
present irregular procedure—*-" 

" To-morrow, sir — ^to-morrow— to-mor- 
row, I will hiear you at length,'' reiterated 
RaVenswood, interrupting liiin j •« this day 
hath its own sacred and indispensable busi- 
ness.** 

He pointed to the door, and Sir William 
left the apartment. 

Ravenswood sheathed his sword, uncock- 
ed and returned his pistol to his belt, walked 
deliberately to the door of the apartment, 
which he bolted-i-rcturned, raised his hat 
from his forehead, and, gazing upon Lucy 
with eyes in which an expression of sorrow 
overcame their late fierceness, spread his 
dishevelled locks back from his face, and 
said, " Do you know me. Miss Asbton ? — 
I am still Edgar Ravenswood .'*^ She was 
silent; and he went on, with increasing 
vehemence— « I am still that Edgar Ra- 
venswood, who, for your afifection, renoun- 
ced the dear ties by which injured ho- 
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oour bound him to teak vc^fsanceb I am 
that Bavaiswoojd^ who, for your sake, £ar- 
gave, nay^ clasped hands in frieadship with 
the oppressor and pillager of his home— 
the tradtrcer and murdarer of his father.** 

<< My daughter/'^ answered Lady 43ih« 
ton, interrupting him, ^^ has.no occasion to 
dispute the identity of your person ; ijbe 
venom of your [resent language is suffieieait 
to remind her, that she speaks with the 
mortar enemy of her father." 

^^ I pray you to be patient, madam»" an*- 
swered Ravenswood } <* my anawer most 
come from her own Ups«—i«Once more. Miss 
Lucy Ash ton, I am tlmt Ravenswood to 
whom you granted the solemn catga^me^t, 
vfhich you now desire to retmct and €an« 
ceL" 

Lucy's bloodless lips could onjy fauiter 
out the words, << It was my motber.** 

<< She speaks truly,*^ said I^y Ashton ; 
<< it WM If who, authorised alike by tiie 
laws of God and man, advised her, and cmi' 
caried with har^ to set a«ide aa ii»hap^y 
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and {>rec^^tate engsgefmoot, aid to amml 
it by the ftuthority of Sci^tiire itself." 

xSeri^ure!'' s^ Ravemwoodi scorn- 
fully. 

<< Let hioi he» the text,** said Lady 
Asbton^ appealing to the divine, *^ on 
^hich you yourself/ witk cautietts reluc- 
tance^ declared the nullity of the pretended 
engagement inisasted upon by this violent 
tean/' 

The cieigy man took his olasped Bible from 
Ms pockety and read the fi^owing words : 
<< If a woman tow a vow unto the Lord^ and 
bimd he^9^hy a bond^ hemg in herjklher's 
house in her fouth, and herfiiiker hear her 
WW 4mdher hondyWherewUh ehe hath bound 
her aaul, and herjk^kr ^00 h(^ Me peace 
at her^ then aU her vow shaU ekmd.^' 

^* And was it not 6v«i so with ns ?' in- 
terrupted Raven^wood* 

<^ Controul thy impatieiice^ yoiii^ man," 
ansv^ered the £vine, ^ and hear what fol- 
bws in the saered teaU; i^^* Bta.ifher fa^ 
ther dieaikm heesmihe dag that he heafie^, 
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not any of her wim, nor qfher bonds, where- 
with she hath bound her soul, shall stand. 
And the Lord shall forgive her, teeemse her 
Jather disallowed her* ^ 

^* And uras not/' said lAAy Ashton, 
fiercely and triumphantly breaking in,-^ 
<^ was not our's the case stated in holy 
writ ?^-Will this person deny^ that the in- 
stiint her parents heard of the vow, or bond^ 
by which our daughter had bound her soul, 
we disallowed the same in the most express 
terms, and informed him by writing of quit 
determination ?* 

<< And is this, all ?" said Ravenswood, 
looking at Lucy-r-«« Are you willing to bar 
ter sworn faith, the exercise of free-will, and 
the fedihgs' of mutual affectioo, to this 
wretched hypocritical sophistry?*' 

<' Hear him i** said Lady Ashton, looking 
to the clergyman—** hear the blasqphemer P* 

** May God forgive him," said Bide- the- 
bent, *< and en%hten his ignorance P' 

*• Hear what I have sacrificed for you,** 
said Ravenswood, still addressing Lucy, 
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<* ere you sanction what has been done in 
your name. The honour of an ancient 
family, the urgent advice of my best friends, 
have been in vain. used to sway my resolu- 
tion ; neither the arguments of reason, nor 
the portents of superstition, have shaken 
my fidelity. The very dead have arisen to 
warn me, and their warning has been de« 
spised. Are you prepared to pierce my 
heart for its fidelity, with the very weapon 
which my rash confidence entrusted to 
your grasp ?'* 

«* Master of Ravenswood," said Lady 
Ashton, " you have asked what questions 
you thought fit. You see the total incapa- 
city of my daughter to answer you* But 
I will reply for her, and in a manner which 
you cannot dispute. You desire to know 
whether Lucy Ashton, of her own free-will, 
desires to annul the engagement into which 
she has been trepanned. You have her let- 
ter under her own hand, demanding the 
surrender of it j and, in yet more full evi- 
dence of her purpose, here is the contract 

D 2 
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which she has this moroing subscribed» in 
presence of this reverend gentleman, with 
Mr Hayston of Bucklaw.'* 

Ravenswood gazed upon th^ deed, as if 
petrified. ^* And it was without fraud or 
compulsions^ said he, looking towards the 
clergyman, ** that Miss AshtOA subscribed 
this parchment r* 

** I vouch it upon my sacred charact^*.'' 

<^ This is, indeed, madam, an undeniable 
piece of evidence," said Ravenswood stern- 
ly ; ^^ and it will be equally unnecessary 
and dishonourable to waste another word 
in useless remonstrance or reproach. There, 
madam,*' he said, laying down before Lucy 
the signed paper and the broken piece qf 
gold— ^* there are the evidences of your 
first engagement ; may you be more faith- 
ful to that which you have just formed* I 
will trouble you to return the corresponds 
ing tokens of my i[l*placed confidence-*^ 
ought rather to say of my egregious folly*r 

Lucy returned the scornful glance of her 
lover with a gaze, from which perception 
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seemed to have been banished; yet she 
seemed partly to have understood his mean* 
ing, for she raised her hacnds as if to Undo 
a blue ribbon which she wore around her 
neck. She was unable to accomplish het 
purpose, but Lady AshtoA cut the ribbon 
asunder, and detached the broken piece 
bf gold which Miss Ashton had till then 
worn concealed in her bosom ; the written 
counterpart of the lovers' engagement she 
for some time hadhad in her own posses- 
sion. With a haughty curtsey, she deliver- 
ed both to Ravenswood, who was mucH 
A>ftened when he took the piece of g(A^. 

** And she Could wear it thu^" he saiA*^ 
speaking to himself^^^^ could wear it in 
her very bosom^^could wear it next to het 
liieart^^even wben-~but complaint aviails 
hot," ke said^ dashing /rom his eye iSxe teat 
which had gathered iri it, and resiimisg the 
stem Composure of hh manner. He strode 
to the chimney, and threw into the fire th€ 
paper and piece of gold, stamping upon 
the coals with the heel of his boot, as iif to 
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insure tl^eir de8tructi<>n« ^ I will ifi no 
longer*" he then said, << an. intrtider here-i^ 
Your evil wishei^ and your worse offices. 
Lady Ashton, I will only return^ by ho|^i^ 
these will be your last machinations against 
your daughter's honour and, bi^inessi-^ 
And to you, madanit" he said, addressing 
Lucy, <^ h have nothii|g farther tP say, ^- 
cept to pray to God that you may not be^ : 
come a world's wonder for this act c^ will- 
ful and^eliberate penury J'^^Havingutt^^. 
ed these words, he turned on his heel, an^ 
left the apartment 

Sir William Asbton, by entrei^ ai^ au^^ 
thortty, bad detained his son and Bucklaw 
in a distant part of the castle, in onter to 
prevent their again meeting with Ravens- 
wood; but as the Master descended the 
great staircase, Lbckhard detiveredium a 
billet, signed Sholto Douglas A^ton, re- 
questing to know where the Masster of Ra? 
venswood wcMild be heard of four or five 
days from hence, as the writer had teisi* 
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HOBS of we^ht to settle with him, so soon as 
aa importaiit fanuly event had taken place. 

«<TeU Colonel Ashton,"^ said Ravens- 
wood» composedly, ^ 1 shall be found at 
Wolf' & Ctag when his leisure serves him.** 

As he descended the outward stair wbidi 
led from the terrace, he was a second time 
insteimpted by Craigengek, who, on the 
part of his principal, the Laird of Bucklaw, 
expreqped a hope, that Ravenswood would 
not leave Scotland within ten days at least, 
as he had both former and recent civilities 
fm which to express his gratitude. 

«' Tell your master," said R^ivenswood 
fiercely^ ^* to chuse his own time. He will 
find me at Wolf's Crag, if his purpose is not 
forestalled." 

5< Mff iopkaster ?' repUed Craigengelt^ en- 
courajBped by seeing Colonel Ashton and 
Bucfclaw at the bottom of the terrace, 
^< give me leave lo say, I know of no such 
perscm upon earth, nor will I permit such 
language to be used to me^" 

'< Seek yow inaster, then, in hell !'' ex- 
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daimed Baven&woodi giving way to the 
passion he had hitherto resArained, a&d 
throwing Craigengelt from hitn with snch 
violence, that he rolled down the steps, and 
lay senseless at the foot of them — << I am 
a fool," he instantly added, ^ to vent my 
passion upon a caitiff so worthless.'' 

He then mounted his horse, which at his 
wrival he had secured to a ballurtrade in 
front of the castle, rode very slowly past 
Bucklaw and Colonel Ashton, raising his 
hat as he past Mch, and loddng in their 
faces steadily while he otkted this mnte 
salutation, which was returned by both 
with the SBjOie stem gravity. Ravenswood 
walked on with equal deliberation until 
he reached the head of the avenue, as if to 
shew that he rather courted than avoided 
interruption. When he had passed the up^ 
per gate, he turned his horse, and looked 
at the castle with a fixed eye; then set spi^r^ 
to his good steed, sytid departed witil th# 
speed of a demon dismissed by tl|e esMtdsbk. 
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CHAPTER VIL 

m 

^ Who comes from the bridal chamber f 
It is Azrady the aDgel of death. 

Thalaba. 

After the dreadful scene that had taken 
place at the castle, Lucy was transported 
to her own chamber, where she remained 
for some time in a state of absolute stupor. 
Yet afterwards, in the course of the ensu- 
ing day» she seemed to have recovered, 
not merely her spirits and resolution, bat 
a sort of flighty levity, that was foreign 
to her character and situation, and which 
was at times checquered by fits of deep si- 
lence and melancholy, and of capriciotts 
pettishness. Lady Ashton became much 
alarmed, and consulted the family physi- 
cians*^ But as her pulse indicated no change, 
they could only say that the disease w^a an 
the spirits,and recommended gentle exercise 
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and amusement. Miss Ashton never allud- 
ed to what had {lassed in the stateroom. 
It seemed doubtfiil even if she was con« 
Bcious of it, fw she waaoften observed to 
raise her hands to hei* neck, as if in search 
of the ribbon that had becQ taken from it» 
and mutter>i9 surprise and discontent, when 
ahe could not find it» ^* It was the link that 
bound me to life." 

Notwithstanding all these remarkable 
symptoms, Lady Ashton was too deeply 
pledged, to delay her daughter's marriage 
even in her present state of health. It 
cost her much trouble to keep up the 
fair side of appearances towards Buck* 
law. She was well aware, that if he once 
saw any reluctance on her daughter's part, 
he^ would break off the treaty, to her 
great personal shame and dishonour. She 
theretbre resolved, that, if Lucy conti- 
nued passive, . the marriage should take 
place upon the day that had been previous- 
ly tixed, trusting that a change of place, of 
situation, and of ^araoter, would operate 
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a more speedy and effectual cure upon the 
unsettled spirits of her daughter, than couhl 
b6 attained by the dow measures which the 
medical men recoflmended. Sir WilUam 
Ashton's views of family aggrandisement, 
and his desire to strengthen himself against 
the measures of the Marquis of A*-—-^, 
readily induced him to acquiesce in what 
he could not have perhaps resisted if wil- 
ling to do so. As for the young men, 
Bucklaw and Colonel Ashton, they protest- 
ed, that after what had happened, it would 
be most dishonom^ble to postpone for a 
single hour the time appointed for the mar- 
riage; as it would be generally ascribed to 
their being intimidated by the intrusive vi« 
sit and threats of Ravenswood. 

Bucklaw would indeed have be6n inca- 
pable of such precipitation, had he been 
aware of the state of Miss Ashton's besdth, 
or rather of her mind. But custom, upcm 
these occasions, permitted only brief and 
sparing intercourse between the bridegroom 
and the bride ; a circumstapce so well im» 
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;proT«d by Lady Af^tra, &at B^ddaw nei- 
ther aftw ow duipected. 

Oh the eve <^ the bridal da^y Luc^ ap- 
' peared to hsiVe Ooeof fber fits ef levity, aod 
Burreyed wiik a ilfgre6 of gitysfar. iotexiast 
tte various prepantiofia a£ dx^eseis &c. &e., 
which the di£Eerelit mdmbors-of the f^wS^ 
bad prepared for the ocita&ioiii 

The mernifig datroed bdght aotd cheer- 
ity. The bridaljgiieita l^ssembled in galfattt 
troops from dntant quarters^ ]^t mdyAe 
rdatioQs of Sir William Aahtooi and the 
«tiU more digoified ddniie^tionii of his lady, 
.together with tile numerous kiaamen atid 
' allies of tlie bridegroom, were presexik up* 
on this joyful ceremonyi gaUantly moui^ 
ed, arrayed) and caparisoned, but almost 
every pfesbyterkn "family of distinction, 
vrkhin fifty miles, made a point of attend- 
ing upon an occasion which was consider- 
ed as givu^ a sort of triumph over the 
Marquis of A*-*-*^, ia the person of his 
kinsman. S|4endid refreshments awaited 
the guests on their aarival^ and B&m it was 
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jBnisbedy the ciy ir^f to horsa The bfide 
was led forth betwixt her brother Henry 
and her mother. Her gaiety of the prece- 
ding day had gitran rue to a deep daade of 
melancholy, which, however, did not mis- 
become an occasion so momentous. There 
was a light in. her .eyesy'and a cdour in her 
cheek, which had not been kindled Ibr 
jQoaay a day, and which, joined to her great 
beauty, and the splendour of hei^ dress and 
jewels, occasioned her entnuiceto be greet* 
ed witJbaa universal murmur of applause^ 
in which even the ladieaf could not refrain 
themselves from joining* While the caval- 
<cade were getting to horse, Sir William 
Ashton, a man of peace and of form, cen^ 
Bured his son Henry for having begirt hinu 
self with a military sword of preposterous 
length, belonging to his brother, Colonel 
Ashton. 

<* If you must have a sword," he said, 
<^ upon such a peaceful occasion, why did 
you not use the short weapon sent from 
iGdinbuirgb on purpose T 
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The boy vindicated himself^ by saying it 
was lost. 

«« You put it out of the way yourself, I 
suppoitey'' said his father, <' cut of aml^tion 
to wear that thing that might have served 
Sir William Wallace — ^but never mindi get 
to horse now, and take care of your sis- 
ter." • 

The boy did so, and was placed in the 
centre of the gallant train. At the time 
he was too full of his own appearance, his 
sword, his laced cloak, his feathered hat, 
and his managed horse, to pay much regard 
to any thing else ; but he afterwards re- 
membered to the hour of his death, that 
when the hand of his sister, by which she 
supported herself on the pillion behind him, 
touched his own, it felt as wet and cold as 
sepulchral marble. 

Glancing wide over hill and dale, the 
fair bridal procession at last reached the 
parish church, which they nearly filled ; 
for, besides dom:estics, above a hundred 
gentlemen and ladies were present upon 



THE. MtniB OF LAMXBRlf 00R« 9S 

the ocottktt. The mairiage ceremony' was 

performed^ tccOT^ing to the rites of the 

prertiytemn persuasion, to which Buck** 

law of late had judged it proper to con^^ 

fixrm* 

On the outside of the church, a liberal 

dole was distributed to the poor of the 
neighbouring parishes, under the direction 
of Johnny Mortheuch, who had lately been 
promoted from his desolate quarters at the 
Hermitage, to fill the more eligible situa- 
tion of sexton at the parish -church of Rs^ 
venswood* Dame Gourlay, with two of 
her contemporaries^ the same who assisted 
at Alice's late-wake, seated apart upon a 
flat monument^ or thraugh^stanef sate envi- 
ously comparing the shares which had been 
allotted to them in dividing the dole* 

*^ Johnny Mortheueh^" Said Annie Win- 
iiie^ ^* might hae minded auld lang syne» 
and thought of his auld kimmers, for dk 
braw as he is with his new black coat. I 
hae gotten but five herring instead o' saXf 
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* 

and this diflEHi lode Mke a gude staqM&nys^ 
and'I dare say tbis bit monel o? beef » aa 
uDce lighter than ony that's been dealt 
round ; and it's a bit o' the tenony hougb, 
mair by token/ that your's, Maggie is out 
o* the back.sey.*' 

^ Mine, quo' she ?" mumUed the paralytic 
hag, *^ mine is half banes, I trow* If grit 
folk gie poor bodies ony thing for coming 

« 

to their weddings and burials, it suld be 
something that wad do them gilde^ I think/' 

<• Their gifts," said Ailsie Gourlay, " are 
dealt for tiae love of us-^nor for respect 
for whether we feed or starve. They wad 
gie us whinstanes for loaves, if it would 
serve their ain vanity, and yet they expect 
us to be as gratefu' as they ca' it, as if they 
served us for true love and likeing." 

^ And that^s truly said,** answered her 
companion; 

« But, Ailsie Gourlay, ye're the auldest o* 
us three, did ye ever see a mair grand brt» 
dal?' 
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^ I whma say that I hftve," answered the 
hag ; «< but I tludk sooq to see as braw a 
burial." 

^ And that wad please me as weel," said 
Annie Winnk ; <' for there's aa large a 
^ole» and folk are no obliged to grin wd 
laugh, and mak murgeons, and wish joy to 
these helUcat qiutllity^ thajt lord it ower us 
like brute beasts. I like to pack the dead 
dote in my lap, ..nd rin ower my .old 
rhjrme,— 

' My IcMif inmy lap^ my peimy inmy piirse^ . 
Thou art ne'er the better^ and I'm ne'er the worse.' " 

<< That's right, Annie," said the paralytic 
woman ; <* God send us a ^een Yule and 
a fat kirk-yard!" / 

^* But I wad like to ken, Lucky Gourlay, 
for ye're the auldest and wisest amang us^ 
whilk o' these revellers' turns it will be to 
be streekit first." 

« D'ye see yon daqdiiU^-niaidei^" said 
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Dame Gourlay, «« a* glistenio* wi* gdud aifd 
jewels, that they are moimting on the white 
horse behind that hare-brained callant in 
scarlet, wi' the lang sword at his side?* 

<< But thaf^ the bride l** said her compa- 
niotii her cold heart tdUched with i^ome 
sense t)f compassion ; ^* that's the very 
bride herselU £h, whow! sae young, sac 
braw, and sae boanie — and isr^her time sae 
short r 

«* I tell ye her winding sheet,** said the 
sybil, " is up as high as her throat already, 
believe it wha list. Her sand has but fiw 
grains to run out, and nae wonder — they've 
been weel shaken. The leaves are wither- 
ing fast on the trees, but shell never see 
the Martinmas wind gar them ,dance in 
swirls like the fairy rings.^ 

*• Ye waited on her for a quarter,* said 
the paralytic woman, '" and got twa red 
pieces, or I am far beguiled/* • 

•* Ay, ay,** answered Ailsie, with a bitter 
grin ; *< and I^L TiUiam A^hton promised 

8 
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me a borniie red gown to the boot o* that 
t-<^ 8.take» aDid«.a Gbaln> and a tar-barjrely 
has Irr^wbat think ye o' that for a propine ? 
-c^-*ft>r being up eaxly apd douR late for 
fourscore nights and mair ^i' his d wining 
daugfitw* But he may keep it for his ain 
ladj^ cummers." 

*^ I, bae b^rd a sougb^** said Annie WiA- 
ctie, '^ as if Lady Ashtoix was nae oinny 
body/' 

^< D*y e see her yonder^" said Dame Gour* 
lay, ** as sbe prances on her grey gelding 
out at the kirk-yard ?^r-there>. mair o' utter 
deevilry in that woman, as brave and fair-fa- 
sbiooed as sbe rides yonder, than in a' the 
Scotch witches that Qver flew by moon- 
light ower North-Berwick Law.*' 

« What's that ye say about witches^ ye 
damned hag^?^ said Johnnie Mortheugh ; 
^ are ye casting ye're cantraips in the very 
mrk-yaFd,. to siiscbie ve the bride and bride- 
groom ^ Get awa' hame, for if I tak my 
sQupk fye, ['Ugar ye $nd the road faster 
than ye wad tike.'" 

VOL. II. . E 



' •< Eb ! sirs l*" answertd Aiisit Oddili^; 
^ how bra* are we wf our ii€ w^ bladt caat latA 
6\it weeUpouthered hedd, asr if wehivd nfeifip 
kenned hutiger nor thirst 'otrrfteilsfatard 
well be screwing up our bit fiddle, douM* 
fess, ito the ha' th^ night, atnanfg^ a^ thb 
bther elbo' jiggers for inilea tound-^tjilfs 
seieif the p&shaiid, Jbhnnie^that'ssi', lad;'' "* 
^ ^^ I takfe ye a* to witness, glide pe&pl*^'* 
said Mortheugh, *' that she threatehs irve 
wf mischief, and forespeaks tne. If '<?*/. 
thing btitgude happeifstd me er my fiddle 
this night. Ml ma&e it the blackest nights 
job she ever birred iti. M hae<her before 
Presbytery and Synbdi—rm half a mittl^ 
ter mysel^, now that Vtn a bedral in an^ hi- 
habited parish.'* * . 

Although the mutual hatred betwixt 
these hags afid the rest of txlarnkind hkH 
steeled their hearts against all impressions 
of festivity, this was by no meatis thg <m& 
with the' multitude at large. IHie splett-r 
dour of the bridal retinue*«-*the>gay dne^es 
—the spirited horses — the blithesome ap« 



^ffi9tp»^ of tUe .haoijspff^e wc^ea 9iid gaU 
lapt ^eiDdftsiep : .asseoa ble;} . qppn .the occa« 
y(p|2i faad.t^ usual effect ugpjD.the minds 
qf the^populi^ce. Tlj^ repeated ^hiputa, pf 
, ^« Asliton and Bucklaw for ever !" — ^the dis- 
ipbarge of pi^tolfi^ guns, and muskettoon^ to 
jpiYeL.wl)aiwa3 called the bri4aUsbot»^evin- 
cjf^ the injt^edt, tfee^pe^pie took in^the oc-r 
c{i$ion of ^he qavalc^ej^ as they .a^ccowpa- 
i4ed it won their return to the c^e. , If 
^here wa& bpre and there an dii^er peasant 
f>r his wife.'who sneered, at Uie pon^p of the 
ufstart famUyt^ and remecnbered the days 
^ tib^e iosgr4esfcended !Q.avenswpods» even 
they, at^tracted ^y the plentiful cheer which 
the .castl^ that day afforded to rich aind 
poor,. hcW their way thitheri, and acknow- 
ledged,. .npt(ij?ithstanding their prejadicesi, 
t^he in^iience of ll^mphi(fi(m qu ton dine^ 
y^hm appopapanied with the attendance 
.^oth of riqh. and poor,.. Lucy returned to 
herfather^s hpjuse. Bucklaw use.d l^is, prjU 
vikge of riding., next to the bridje, but^ 
new to sup|;i a situation, rather endeayour^-^ 
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ed to attract attention by the display of 
his person and horsemanship, than by ^ny 
attempt to address her in private. They 
reached the castle in safety, amid a thou- 
sand joyous acclahiations. ' 

It is well known that the weddidgs of 
ancieift days were celebrated with a ftstlVe 
publicity rejected by the delicacy of mb* 
dem times. The marriage-guests upon the 
ptes^nt occasion were regaled with a ban- 
quet of unbounded profusion, the relics 
of which, after the domestics had feasted 
in their turn, were distributed amorig the 
shouting crowd, with as many barrels of 
ale as made the hilarity without correspond 
to that within the castle. The gentlemen, 
according to the fashion of the tim^^s^ in. 
dulged, for the most part, in deep draughts 
of the richest wines, while the ladies, pre- 
pared for the ball, which always cfoded a 
bridal entertainment, impatiently expected 
their arrival in the state gallery. At length 
the social party broke up at a lat6 hour, and 
the gentlemen crowded into the saloon. 
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iindi ^nliveoed by wine and the joyful occa* 
sioni taid aside their ^w(tfds» and handed 
their impatient partners to tjiie ^oor. The 
music already rung from the gallery^ along 
the fretted roof of the ancient $tate apart- 
inent* According to strict edquettei the 
bride ought to have opened tbtf ball> bi)t 
Xady Ashton^ making an apology on ac- 
count of her daughter'3 health, offered, her 
4)wn hand to Bucklaw as substitute for h^r 
daught^r*8h 

But as Lady Ashton raised her head 
i^aoefuHy^t . expectii^ the strain at whic|] 
she waa to begin the dance* she was so 
joauch struck by an unexpected alteration 
i« the ornaments of the apartment, that 
she was- surprised into aa exclamation,— 
^ Who has dared to change the pictures ?" 

4-11 looked up, and those who knew the 
usual state of the apartment, observed, 
mth surprise, that the picture of Sir Wil- 
iiatn Afihton's father was removed from its 
place, and in its stead that of old Sir Ma- 
lise Ravenswood seemed to frown wrath 
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and vengeance upon the party assembled- 
below. The exchange must have beeti 
^ made while ttie apartments were empty, 
but bad not been observed until the torch- 
es and lights in the sconces were kindled 
for the ball. The haughty and' heated spt-' 
fits of the gentlemen led them to dediand' 
an immediate enquiry into the cause of what 
they deemed an afiront to their host and td 
themselves ; but Lady Ashton, recovci^ifag 
herself, passed it over as the freak of a crazy* 
wench who was maintained about the castle, 
and whose susceptible imagination had beeh' 
observed to be much affected Tby thfe stoHes 
which Dame Gourlay delighted to tell con- 
cerning *• the former family,*' so Lidy AsH- 
ton named the Ravenswoods. The obnox- 
ious picture was immediately removed, and 
the ball was opened by Lady Ashton with 
a grace and dignity which supplied the 
charms of youth, and almost verified the 
extravagant encomiums of the elder patt 
of the company, who extolled her peifbrm- 
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ancSi %i far exceeding the dancing of the 
r^ng generatiorin 

' , When Lady Ashton* sat dowp, she was 

not surprised to find ifa^at her daughter had 

Ifft the Apartment, and she herself follow* 

ed» eager to obviate any impression .which 

flight have been made upon hef nerves by 

^L iificident so likely to affect them^ as the 

.qiiysterioua transposition of the portraits. 

Apparently she found her apprehensions 

'groundJkaSi for she returned in about an 

.koufy and whispered the bridegroom,, who 

^trieated himself from the dancers, add 

leanisfa^d. from the apartment* The instru- 

jnents now played their loudest strains-^- 

the daticers pursued their exercise with all 

•the Enthusiasm inspired by youth, mirth, 

and high spirits, when a cry was heard so 

ahriU and piercing, as at once to arrest the 

dance and the music. All stood motion- 

•less; but when the yell was again repeated. 

Colonel Ashton snatched a torch from tlie 

scopce, and.demanding the key of the bri«> 

^dal*chamber from Henry, to whom, «a 
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bride's-man, ft had been entrusted, rushed 
thither, followed by Sir William and Lady 
Ashton, rand one or two others, near rela- 
tions of the family. The bridal guests 
waited their return in stupified ama2ie- 
ment. 

Arrived at the door of the apartment. 
Colonel Ash ton knocked and calledt but 
received no answer, except stifled groans. 
He hesitated no longer to open the door of 
the apartment, in which he found opposi- 
tion, from something which lay against it. 
When he had succeeded in opening it, the 
body of the bridegroom was found lying on 
the threshold of the bridal-chamber, and all 
around was flooded with blood. A cry of 
surprise tod horror was raised by all pre- 
sent ; and the company j, excited by this 
new alarm, began to rush tumultuously to- 
wards the sleeping apartment. Colonel 
Ashton, first whispering to his mother,-^ 
" Search for her— she has murdered him J** 
drew his sword, planted himself in thepass- 
»age, and declared he would suffer no man 
to pass excepting the clergyman, and the 
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medical person pr^ent 9y their jisaiat- 
aace» Bueklaw, who still breathed, was 
raised froo^ the ground, and transported to 
another apa^rtmept, where his friends, full 
of suspicion and murmuring, assembled 
round him to learn the opinion of the sur- 
geon, 

In the mean while, Xsdy Ashton, her 
husband, and their assistants, io vain sought 
Lucy in the bridal bed and in the chamber. 
There was no private passage from the 
room, and they beg^ ^to think that she 
must have thrown herself from the window, 
when one of the company, holding his 
torch lower than the rest, discovefed somo* 
thixiig white in the corner 6( the great oldU 
&shioned chimney of the apartment Hera 
they found the unfortunate gijrl, seated^ 9r 
rather couche4 like a hare upon its form-— 
ber^ead-gear di^eyelled; her night-ch>th<^ 
torn and dabbli^ with blood,— her eyes gla» 
^ f^ed, and hia: features conyulsed injto a wild 
paroxysm of insanity. When she saw her- 
self dlscoveredi she gibbered, made mouthy 

E 2 
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ai)d pointed at them w^ htr bloody iki« 
gets, with the frantic gefttureft of an exuit* 
ing demoniad. 

' Femafe aWistanee was now hastily sum* 
litoned ; the unhappy bride Was overp6wer« 
e9» not wtthotit the uae H»f s^me forte* At 
they carried her over the threshold, ' she 
looked dOM^/ and uttered' tiie'olily larti* 
ctilate wotds that she had yet spoketi; ^fJ 
ihg, ¥^ith a sort of grinning exultation,-^ 
•^'So/ybn haveta*en up y^r boiittie hni^ 
grdom ?^ She wAs %y the^^uddletin^ as^ 
sistatits' conveyed to another and tnqre tt-^ 
tired apaft^nent, where ifte' was ^ectired aif 
Iter ntuatioh required, and dosely ^itdifedi 
The unutterable agony of the panents— ^ 
fte horror and confusioil of all who were 
td the castlcs^the fury of contending paa^ 
Ifbns between the friends of the d)fl^ent 
fEarties/ pinions augmented by pirevioiif 
lAtemperanclbi aurpass descfrtption; 
* The surgeon was the first ^o obtained 
something like a patient hearing ; he pro« 
mctthced Umt thewoiindof Bucklaw, though 



te^ft «kd ^afigeraiis, was by no meam 
fiifalt but migbt readUy^te randered m bf 
disturbance and hasty removal* Tlua lU 
kniead tli0 DttiM roua pat ty ^ of Bttckknr's 
friesds^ ^hQ bad previimsly insisted .tbat 
hi should^ at^att raies^ be transported ftam 
^^ castle td the nearest of their houses. 
^Eae^ siiil deiliaifded, hoAever^ tbat^ m^coo^ 
lUda^atioii of what had happened^ foar xi^ 
their nrnnber sboaJd remain to wati^h over, 
the siek bed of their friend, i^that a $tiit» 
alUe «us%ber oC their domestics^ well armed. 
should also remain m the castle. This conk 
^kton being acceded to on the part of Co* 
hinel- Ashtonand his ftithery the rest of the 
*'hri^gr<tom's friends left the cai^tley mUh 
Witl^tanding the hour and the darkness of 
the night. The eares of the medical map 
fiere next employed an behalf of MisaAsfa-» 
le^n, whom he pronounced to be in aveijp 
dangerous $ta«e« Farther medical, assist* 
fBeewasimmedtafcelysummooed. All night 
tftie remained. deKriottfti On the meomingi^ 
Hsha ieU uitoi a state of absolute msensibiljityr 
^The next evening, the physicians sa^ 
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wottkl be the cmiis .of her nalady^ It fxo^ 
ved fiD» for akhougb ^e awoke from h^ 
tiaBce with mnne appcftraoce of calmneas^ 
and Buffered her iHgb(>clathe« to be chjip. 
gdd^ CM- put in order, yet fto aoon as sh^ 
put her hand to her neck, as if to senA 
for the fatal bhie libbou, a tide d^ recoU 
lectiiKDS seemed to rush upon her, whidi 
her minfl aod; body were alike inca)ppdi)le of 
bearings Convulfiion followed convulsion^ 
4iU they closed in death, withouther being 
able to utter a word expluMtory o£ the fatal 
soene* ^ 

^ ^The proviactal judge of the « distract as* 
rhred the day after the youj»g lad^y had cqs* 
^red« and executed, though with all pos- 
'siUe deUoa^y to the affliqted fitmily, the 
painful duty oi ^stqiuirkig into this hiatal 
transaction. But there occurred nothing 
toexplain the general li^potiiesk^ tha^the 
bride, in a sudd^ fit of insanity^ hi»d stahjp 
bed the bridegroom at the threshold of thp 
apartment. Tbe (atal .weapon was fo/im^ 
,m the chunber, aiaearetd with Upod* Ijt 
was the same poniard whicli Henry should 
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ha^ H^orn^upon the weddinf-day^ and 
which bis unhappy lister had {»t)()ably coib- 
triyed to secrete upon the succeeding 6ven« 
ing, when it had been shewn to her among 
other artides of preparation for the wed» 
diog;* ' ' 

The friends of Bucklaw expeettd^ that 
upoo his recovery he weukl throw some 
light upon this dark story^ and eagerly 
pressed him with enquiries^whsch for som^ 
time be evaded under pretext of weafcnessi* 
When, howevert be bad been transported 
to his own house, and was considered as i« 
astate <^ convalescence, he assembled those 
persons, botb male and ftmale, who had 
consklered themselves as entitled to press 
him on this subject, and retimed them 

■r 

thanks for the interest they had expressed , 

in his behalf,. and their oflSsrs of adherence 

and support. << 1 wish you all," he siud, " 

^* my friends, to understand, however, that 

I have neither story to tell, nor injuries to 

avciige. If a la4y shall question me hence- 

fwward upon the incidents of that unhap<^ 

19 
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^y nightf I shall remain silent, and in fuwj 
ture consider her as desirous to break ofi" 
her friendship with me. But if a gentle* i 
nian shall ask me the same question, 1 shai^ 
regard the incivility as equivalent to an io^ . 
vkalion to meet him in the Duke^s Wali^n 
and I expect that he will rule himself ^c-^ 
cordingly*** 

A declaration so decisive admitted no 
commentary J and it was soon after seen * 
that Bucklaw had arisen frodi the bed of 
sickness a sadder and a wiser man than he 
had hitherto shewn himself. He dismissed 
'Craigetigelt from bis society, but not with- 
out such a provision as, if well employed, 
might secure him against indigence, and 
against temptation. 

Bucklaw afterwards went abroad, and 
never returned ta Scotland; nor was he 
known ever to hint at the circumstances 
attending his fatal mairiage. By many 
readers this may be deemed overstrained, 
tomantic, and composed by the wild ima^ 
gination of an author, desirous of gratify- 
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ing tlie popular appetite for the horrible { 
but those who are read in the private family 
hxMory of Scotland during the period in 
which the scene is laid, will readily dis* 
cover, through the disguise of borrowed 
naine^ ancf added incidents, the leading 
particulars of an owJia tbub tale. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Whose mind's "bo marbled^ and his heart so hard^ 

That would not^ when this huge mishap was heard. 

To th' utmost note of sonrow set their song. 

To see a gallant, with so great a grace. 

So suddenly unthonght on, so overthrown. 

And so to perish, in so poor a place. 

By too nsh riding in a ground unknown ! 

Poem, in NUbefs Heraldry ^ Voh IL 

W£ have anticipated the course of time 
to mention Bucklaw's recovery and fate^ 
that we might not interrupt the detail of 
events which succeeded the funeral of the 
unfortunate Lucy Ashton. This melancholy 
ceremony was performed in the misty dawn 
of an autumnal morning, with as little at- 
tendance and ceremony as could possibly be 
dispensed with. A very few of the nearest 
relations attended her body to the same 
churchyard to which she had so lately been 
led as a bride, with as little free- will^ perhaps^ 
upon that former occasion, as could be now 
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testified by her lifeless and passive remaim. 
An aisle a^acent to the church had beea 
fitted up by Sir William Ashton as a fiunily 
cemetery ; here, in a coffin bearing neither 
name nor date* were consigned to dusi; the 
remains of what was once lovely, baautifuV 
4md innoeentt though estasperated to phren* 
jsy by a Icmg tract of unremitting perse^ 
oution. While the mourners were bl^y in 
the vauhy the three viUage hags^ wfao» not- 
'withstkndiog the unwonted earliness of the 
hour, bad snuffed the carrion like vuUurei^ 
were seated on the *^ through-stane,'' and 
engaged in their wonted unhallowed am- 
^rence* 

* ^ Did not I say/' said Dame Gourlay^ 
^ that the braw bridal would be followed 
by as braw a funeral ?" 

<< I think," answered D|ime Winniih 
<< there's little bravery at it ; neither meat 
nor drink, and just a wheen silver tippencas 
to the poor folk ; it was little worth while 
to come sae far road for sae mia' profit, and 
us sae frail." 

« 

" Out, wretch T' replied Dame Gourlay^ 
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*f «« a* the daunties^ they^cofthi gi^ us be 
faftlf' stee 'sweet as thia^ lieur's vengeance ?^' 
There they- are that'WerecaJ)fering dti*tbeif : 
pi^heing nags four days'sdnce^'aBd'thifey-affe ) 
^QW gangkig as driegh aad abfteif as^oUiiN^i 
the day^ Tliey' wtre a' gHstenhig iti' g6i«l 
aad'sitver-^thry're noiT' aa tbk<^ at '^ht 
t^#dOk. And Mis» iLucy Ashton, thifct ignidK^ 
ged'VirheB an honest wotnati catne neir haiv ; 
Batted may ^-cm he^ coffin "the day, MAb 
iBlie tyever sctmner when he ' croakd. ^ Ando 
Ludy Ashton has lielkfire burntng w htt 
\^tM% by this time ; atid iSir WyMatn^ wi^« 
liis^bbets, and his faggots, and hit) ititim^ 
bow likes he the witcheries of *hiB am 
d<ireUing housed* • " 

'«« And Is it true theo,^ mumbl^^ th^ 
paralytic wretch, <« that the bride Was trails 
^d out of her bed and tip the cbimley by 
evil sj^ritS) and that the biidegrdom's i%tt 
was jirrting round ahint him ^'' 

*^ Ye needna cate^^wha^did it^'or how it 
was done/' (said Ailiie Gmirfey ;- ^*'\mi M. 
uphaud it for nae sticket job, and that the 
lairdi and ladies ken this day<* 
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« And wswit Imc,^ said' AiiBie 
** An ye ken' sae imekle 'about it, that the 
picture of auld Sir MaU^- Bavenswood 
catfie down on the ha' floors and led out the 
brbwl^ before them a^ 7* 

•* Na," said Ailsie j << but iatO theha^ 
cftme the pictuve^-Hand I ken weel how^ it 
ealme there— *to gi'e them a waramg Ihat 
pride would get a fa\ Bat there^a as Queer 
a ploy, cummers, as onj o' thae, that^s fa^m 
€^ even nowun the burial vaolt yondw*-^ 
.^^ye saw twaP - mourn^^s, wi' crapiie and 
dMte,'gatig dowA the steps pair and pair ?^ 

^* What iboidd ail us to see them f* said 
the- one old woman. 

^ I counted them*" said the other, with 
the eagerness of a person to whom the spec^ 
table had aflbrded too much interest to be \ 
viewed with indifferetee^ 

^^ But ye did not see,"* said Ailste, exult* 
ing in her superior observation, *^ 4hat^' 
ttere^s a thirteenth amang them that they 
kw OMdiitig About ; and^ if auld £reeti 
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say trae, tfaere*s vm o' thut ocMopaiiy 
BO be lang for tbis world. But Qpm» awa, 
cumm^s ; if we bids hei^, Psa warrant we 
get the wy te o' whatever ill comes of it^ and 
that glide will oome of it paoe o' them (need 
ever think to see.^ 

And thu% croai^ing Kke tlie tw^mB when 
they anticipate pestileocei the ilU>oding s)r« 
bils wttbil^ew from the diiirch-y ard« 

In factt the moumersi when Uie< service 
of interment was ended» discovered that 
Aere was among them one mote than the 
invited number, and the remark was com* 
asiinicated in whispers to esch other. The 
suspicion fell upon a %uk^ whichf muffled 
tn the same deep mourning with t6e others, 
was redinedy almoat in a state of inea:isibif» 
Utyi against one cf the pillars of the se^ 
|>ulchral vault. The relatives of the Ash- 
ton family wlure txpteasing in whispers 
their surprise and displeasure at the in* 
trttsion^ when they wetis interrupted by 
Colonel Ashton^ who, in his father's ab* 
sencci acted as principal mounnen ^^ I 
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kfMW^** fae said in a whttper, ^ wbo tfaia 
pencil is ; he has, or shall soon have, at 
deepcanse of mourning as ourselves— -leave 
ine to deal with hitn, and do not disturb the 
ceremony by unnecessary exposure." So 
saying, he separated himself from the group 
oi -his relations, and taking the unknown 
mourner by the xloak, he said to him, in a 
tone of suf^ressed iemotion, *^ Fdlow me/ 
. The stranger, as if starting from a traiice 
at the sound of his voice, medianicaHjr 
obeyed, and they ascended the broken 
ruinous staif which led from the sepulchre 
into the cburdi-yard. The other mournerfe^ 
foHowed, but remained grouped together 
at the door ' of the vault, watching witb 
anxiety the motions of Colonel Ashton and 
the stranger, who now appeared to* be in 
dose conference beneath the shade of a> 
yew tree, in the most remote pwt of the 
burial ground. 

:" To this sequestered spot Colonel Ashtoar 
YiaA guided the stranger, and then turning 
round,, addressed him in a stem and com- 



\19 .ufA^mpM.j^m^^'^i 

f^ the Jili^ter of JElai(e9&W^Qo4*''. No «»-. 
«srer vva8 returned. '' I caanQl^ doubV isf". 
mmcd tbfi Cotooel^ trembli^g^ with.ristcig; 
patssioOf, <' thatj ape;;^^ to t^e ^ufderor <|f 
my lister?* ,^ ^./ 

, <^ You have oancied me but too trqly/. 
^lad ]^y«oiwqa(lf u s hollow and tr^Qj»- 
kua voice. . , . - .. 

<< If you repent what yop have 4<Vi^^ 
i9«d the Colonel, *5 may your j^tence 
avail you befoce God j» with me It shall sei:v^ 
yov nothing. Here,** he said, givipg ar.pa- 
g^r, is the Jiie^sure of i^y sw9f4%iV^d^ P^ 
mqrandum of the^ time and plape of mefifr 
iflg. Shu* rise to- morrow inormi^t^ on tb^ 
Links to the east of WoIPs^hqpe^'' 

The Milter o£ Ravens^pod bfld t^e 
pa^eir in Ims handi an4 ^eeif^d iri^pfcdiiitte^ 
At length he, jpok§-^** Po nq^^" bftiS^iA^ 
*^ urge to farther desperation a wre;(ch who 
is already desp^rate^ ^^^y ihRlif I^^ wbiie 
you can, ,WB^ let ijqe Sjgek n)y c^iUiji from 
awthqr," . 
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' '^-Tba* yori nevdr, BWtr fMi," mid Aib* 
ton, '•' You ahiiU die by wyMn4, or yoit 
allaU c6nfrplete the ruin of my fwiUy on 
.IHkia^ my life* ^If you refuse, me my oped 
ebaMefige;'tlbieise is no advaiH^ge IsWUl not 
take, of you, qo indignity with^which I wiU 
Wt load you, until the very nam^ of Riu 
iFeAAWOod^ «M1 be the ^^ of e?wy tbing 
tbsit is diisbonourable, as it is already ofaU 
t^at IS Vflfoinoua*'* 

' '^ That it ^all never be^" saidRav^i^ 
^oodt iiereely ; ^^ if I am the last who thaM 
b4ar ijl^ Iqme it to those who .once owned 
jt, Umtth^naaie sball be extinguished witlvr 
put.infamyt ' I accept your challenge, timei 
#nd piaoe of meeting. We meet, I pi!^ 
sunte, alone; ?" 

** Akme we meet/' said Oc^nel Ashtong 
^ and alone will the survivor of us retum 
frofn that place of rendeavpus." 

^^ Then God have : mercy on the soul of 
faun who f^ r* said Ravensvrood* 
{ '^< So be itr* said Colonel Ashton ; ^ sq 
far can my charity reach even for the m^ 
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I lMt9 waoat deadly, tod wkk tbe deepest 
te$v^. Now^ bveak oi^ fiir we shaUbeia- 
temipled. The links by t\m sea^ere to 
die east of W^fS'bope-*«4he botir auo-Dbe 
•«-0ur swords our only wMponsw'' 

^ Eaongli,*' said the Mascetf^ «< I will Mt 
fkil y«u;" 

They separated } Cofonel Asbton jofnkig 
the rest of the moumersy and the Masttf of 
Ravenswood taking his borse, wUcfa was 
tied to a tree behind the ohurdi* Colonel 
Asbton returned to the castle with the fit- 
Bwal guests, but found a pretext £ir de* 
tacbing himself fh>m them in the evening, 
when, changing bi^ dress to a riding habit, 
be rode to' Wolfs-hc^ that nighty and 
took up his abode in the little inn, in order 
that he might be ready for hi» rendeairous 
In the morning. 

It is not known how the Master of Ra- 
venswood disposed of the rest of thatnn* 
happy day. Late at eigbt, however, he ar- 
rived at Wolf 's Crag, and aroused his old 
domestic, Caleb Bald^ratonei wbohadceased 
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^ expect "his return. Coafosed tod fly- 
"jn^ rumours bf the late tragical death of 
Mi9» AshtoBf and of its tnysterioos caafe^ 
%ad idready reached the old man, who was 
ifilled with the utmost anxiety, on account 
of the probable tsflfect these events might 
.produce upon the miml of his master. 

The conduct of Ilavenswood had no- 
fhing to alleviate his apprehensions. To 
- rhe Butler'iS trembling eBtreaties, that be 
irould take some refreshment, he at first 
t^urned no answer, and then suddenly 
and fiercely demanding wine, he drank, con- 
trary to his balnts, a very large draught. 
'Seeing that his master would eat nothing, 
the old man affectionately entreated that 
he would permit him to light him to Iiis 
ehambert It was not until the request was 
three or four times repeated, that Ravens- 
"wood made a mute sign of compliance. 
But wl^en Balderstone conducted him to 
an apartment which. had been comfortably 
^fitted up, and which, since bis return, he had 
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usually occupied, Ra venswood stopped short 
on the threshold. ^ ^ 

" Not here," said he, sternly ; " show 
me the room in which my fitther died ; 
the room in which sut slept the night 
they were at the castle/' ^ > 

** Who, sir ?" said Caleb, too terriSed to 
preserve his presence of mind. 

*< She, Lucy Ashton ! — would you kiH 
me, old man, by forcing me to repeat her 
name?'* 

Caleb would have said something of the 
disrepair of the chamber, but was silen- 
ced by the irritable impatience which was 
expressed in his master's countenance ; 'he 
lighted the way trembling and in silenfce, 
placed the lamp on the table of the de- 
serted room, and was about to attempt 
seme arrangement of the bed, whea Jtfs 
master bid him begone in a tone that ad- 
mitted of no delay. The old man retired, 
not to rest, but to prayer ; and from time 
to time crept to the door of the apartment. 
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in order to find out *whe!ther Ravens\70od 
had gone to repose. His measured heavy 
step upon the floor was only interrupted 
by deep groans ; and the repeated stamps 
of the heel oC his heavy ^oot, intimated too 
clearly, that the wretched inmate was aban- 
doning himself at such moments to parox* 
ysms of uAqontrouled agony. The old 
inan thought that the morning, for which 
he longed^ would never have dawned ; but 
time, whose course roUs/on with equal cur- 
rent^ however it may seem more rapid or 
more slow to mortal apprelieasion, -brought 
the dawn at last, and spread a ruddy light 
odx the broad verge .of the glistenipg ocean. 
It.was eai^y in November, and the weather 
•wai serene for .the season of the yean But 
an.easterly wind had prevailed during the 
night, and the advancing tide rolled nearer 
than usual to the foot of the crags on which 
tbe cistle was founded. 

With the first peep of light, Caleb Bal- 
deratone a^n resorted to the door of Ra« 
venswood's sleeping apartment, through a 
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chink of wbrch lie obfeerved him etf^goA 
in measuring the length of tvrty or thre^ 
swords which lay in a closet adjoiniiig t^ 
the apartment. Me muttered to himself 
as he selected one of these weapons, *« It 
is shorter — ^let him have this sul vantage as 
he has every other." 

Caleb Balderstone knew too well, fmm 
what he witnessed, upon what enterprise his 
master was bound, and how vain all inter* 
'ference on his part must necessanly prove. 
He had but time to retreat from the dooi^ 
so nearly was he surprised by his master sucb- 
denly cominfg out, and descending to the 
stables. The faithful domestic Mlo^ed^^mA 
from the dishevelled appearance of hia mas- 
ter's dress, and his ghastly looks, was con- 
firmed in his conjecture that he'haid pass- 
ed the night without sleep or repose,- He 
found him busily engaged in saddling bta 
horse, a ser\^ice^rom which Caleb, thoogk 
with faultering voice sttid tVembiIng hands» 
offered torelieve him. Ravenswood fejwted 
his assistance by a mute sign> and having led 
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%\\i iiniqiial into the court, w^s just about ta 
0]icpnt bim, when the old domestic's fear 
giving way to the strong attachment which 
y^ta the principal passion of his mind^ he 
ftimg himself suddenly at Rayenswpod'« 
ffitk awd cJasped.his Igae^s, yrhile he ex. 
claimed, « Qbi sir ! ob* flfWter ! kill me if^ 
ygn will, but do not go put pn this dread* 
ful errand. O ! my dear master, wait but 
tbi^ day— the Marquis of A-^ comes to- 
morrow, an4 *' wiU b^ iieiiaedied/' 

« You kavft i» loog«r * nj^stpr, Cdeb,** 
said Ravenswood, endeavouring to extri- 
cate hkaself J «< mhy^ old paauj would you 
cUing to. a felling to vMer ?" 

«• But I hiwe a tna3ter," cried Caleb, still 
holding him fast, << while the heir of Ra* 
venswood breathes. I ami but. a. teryapt ; 
but I was your father's-r-yiour grandf^tbe^^ 
«— I was born fo^ the family-^I have lived 
for thfim.-.-I would die for tbem?--3tay but 
at home, and all wiU be well !'' 

^^. WeU I fool I wep ?'V awd. R^yewwpod j 
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^^ vain old man, nothing herekfler in life 
will be well with me, and happiest is the 
hour that shall soonest close it.** 

So saying, he extricated^ himself from the 
old man's hold, threw himself on his horse, 
and rode out kt the gate; but instantly 
turning back, he threw towards Caleb, who 
hastened to meet him, a heavy purse of 
gold. . ' ' "• ' 

" Caleb/' he said, with a ghastly smile, 
<< I make you my executor f and again 
turning his bridle, he resumed his course 
^owii the hilL 

The gold fell unheeded on the paips^ 
ment, for the old man ran to obierve the 
course which was taken by his master, wiio 
turned to the left down a small and broken 
path, which gained the sea-shore througli 
a cleft in the rock, and led to a sort of cove, 
where, in former times, the boals of ih# 
castle were wont to be moored. Oi»ervtBg 
him take this course, Caleb hastened to 
the eastern batUemeht^ which commanded 
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the prospect of the whole sands, very near 
as far as the village of Wolf's-hope, He 
could easily see his master riding in that .. 
direction, as fa$t as the horse could carry 
him.. The prophecy at. once rushed on 
Balderstone^s mind, that the Lord of Ra- 
vf flswood should perish on the Kelpie*s 
Fiow, which lay half way betwixt the tower 
and the links or sand- knolls, to the north* 
e^t of Wolf's-hope* He saw him accord* 
irjgly reach the fatal spot, but he never saw 
him pass . further. . 

, Colonel Ashton, frantic for revenge, was 
alj'eady in the field, pacing the turf with 
etgerness, and looking with impatience 
towards the tower for the arrival of his an- 
t%gonist. The sun had now risen, and 
shewed its broad disk above the eastern sea, 
so that he could easily discern the horse- 
man who rode towards him with speed which 
argued impatience equal to bis own. At 
once the figure became invisible, as if it 
had melted into the air. He rubbed his 
eyes, as if he had witnessed an apparition^ 
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and then hastened to thfe spot, near which 
he was met by Balderstone, who tame from 
the opposite direction. No trace what- 
ever of horse or rider dotild be discerned ; 
it only appeared, that the late winds and 
high tides had greatly extended the usual 
bounds of the quicksand, and that the un^ 
fortunate horseman, as Appeared from the 
hoof- tracks, in his precipitate haste, had 
not attended to keep on the firm sandsoB 
the foot of the rock,* but had taken the 
shortest and most dangerouls course. One 
only vestige of his fate appeared. A large 
table feather had been detached from his 
hat, and the rippling waves of the rising 
tide wafted it to Caleb's feet. The old 
man took it up, dried it, and placed it 
in his bosom. 

The inhabitants of Wolf^s-hope were now 
alarmed, and crowded to the place, some 
on sliore, and some in boats, but their 
search availed nothing. The tenacious 
depttis of the quicksand, as is usual in «uch 
cascF, retained their prey. 
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Qsr taiii draws to a conciumoit. The 
JUburqupft io£' A-r— *-, alanned at the frightful 
ixiMMrts .that were cunrenti and anxious for 
Ua. kioaiDan'a safety, andved oa the tubscb 
quent day to maum hialoaS') and, aftw re- 
nawiiig m vain a seaich for the body, re- 
turned to forget what had iuppened^mid 
tlie bustle of poUtios and state affitirs. 
/Not 80 Caleb Balderstone. If- w«>rldny 
profit ^could hare eonsoled the old xniME)» bis 
t%% was better provided for than his earlier 
Bib fa^d ever be^ % but life had lost to hint 
ite sah and itssscvottr. His whole ooarse 
^^ ideas; his ^lingcb whether of pride or of 
appreheasion, of pletenre or of pain, had 
i&tty&^tk from his elose coimectkm with the 
ibmily which was now ' extinguished. He 
held up bis head no longer — ^forsook all his 
usual bftuats and occupationSi and seemed 
^ly to find pleasure in mopeing about 
those apartments in the old castle^ whieh 
the Master of Ravectawood had last inhabit- 
ed* Jie ate withoutrefreAiment^ andslumr 
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repose; and^ wi& aiMlK^ 
socn^tifites diqpiirfed by-^e.ca&lDe^'rftce^, 
but seldom by". ImmsLti .hemgSy be ij^i^ed 
tod died within. a yeat after the dibMk 
tropbe which we have narrated. 
. The family of Ailfatan did not long «uw 
vive that of Ravesswood. Sir William Ash* 
ton survived his eldest son, the Colonel, 
who was slain in a duel in Flanders ; and 
Heufy^ by whom he was succeeded^ died 
unmarried. Lady Ashton lived tP the 
vei^e of extreme old age* the cmly.sarvivor 
of the group of unhaf^. persons^ wbc^e 
misfortunes, were owing ti>. her implacabi-; 
Hty. Tl^t f fa^i might internally feel C|[^«; 
pll9Ct(<wii.and ^^Qonpile herself with heay^p; 
whom, she had ^i^nded, we. will not, and 
we dare not de«iy;^ but to those around 
her, ^he did not evii^^ the slightest sym|H 
torn either of repentance or remorse. lOr 
all e?cternal i^pe^r^nf^Q^ ,she bore th^ same: 
Wd) haughty, unbendlng.ch^i^a^fy.whidi. 
she bad displayed J>$|^ unbippTi; 
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f vti^ A ^lendid marble monuinetit re» 
QDrdt her naaie» title$» and virtues, while 
jber victims remain undistinguished by tomb 
oc«pitaph« 
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SfiiijsAKT More M*Alfin was, during bin 
rattdeoce amtfng us» one of the most ho- 
noored . itthabitants of Ganderscleugh. No 
onetilbbught of dispcittng hid title to the 
gmt' leathern chair (m the ^* cosiest side 
of die chimney," in the common room g£ 
the WaUaoe Arms, ona Saturday eveiiiog* 
No leitt would our sexton, John Duirwatd» 
have held it ah unlicensed intrusion, to su& 
fer any joae to induct himself into the cor* 
ner of the Ic&hand pew nearest to the puK. 
pit, which: the Seijeant regularly occapjed 
oa SiHidays. There he sat, Itts blue invalid 
uniform brushed with the ,most scjFupuloua 
aoeamey. .(Two medals <tf merit dii^layed 
at his bi£itoii4iole4 as well as the empty 
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sleeve which should have been occupied 
^y his right arin» were evidence of his hard 
and honourable service* His weather-beaU 
en features^ his grey hair. tied in a thin 
queue ia the miliUry. f ashipaof fouxier day s, 
and the right side of his head a little turn- 
ed up, the better ta.catdL.the sound of the 
clergyman's voice, were all marks of hift 
prof6ssk)n and infirvulieab SetJkle him anC* 
his sistcur Jaois^ . a little: n^at old WMttin^* 
with a l}igl>land curch ^nd iti^ilao .piaM^. 
watcluBg the very looks of btr. brother, to 
her the greatest mao upQd eaitb^ m^JtOt- 
tiv^ly lopking^^ui fot himi in .hit. ath'efi. . 
clapped Bible, the teKtav^b the iminSfctsv: 
qpQ);^ or expotindfid. < • 

jX beUeiv^e.it was .the ceaprat. that. ifraisi Dni- 
vei($aUy piud.to this worthy vateran by. alt 
rankf in GAi^erscleugh wiiicb iadiseed lum . 
tg.dbiMe our..i^JlAge.&r;ilm oitde^^ &f 
sQcb isas.by na txu^xM his origkml mtei^ 

He. bad tmm lo theunnk jo£ ao^Bant* 
i^fiQOT of aittilfaBry, by hard ttrvkem varioui 
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(j^artersof'flie world, and was reckoued one 
o^' the most tried and trusty nren of the •* 
Scotclr Train, A ball, which shattered His 
a¥m in a peninsular campaign, at length 
procured him an honotirabfe discharge, with 
an allov^ance from Chelsea, and a band*' 
s^me gratuity from the patriotic fund. 
Moreover, Serjeant More M'Alpin had 
been prndent as well as vidiant ; and,- from 
priae^money and sayings, had become mas« 
te^'of a small sum in the three per eent* 
console. 

'He retired with (he pui^ose of enjoying 
this itfcom^ in the wild Highland' glen, in 
\\4iich, when a boy, he had herded black - 
cattle and goats, ere the roll of the drum 
hskd made him cock his bonnet an in^h 
higher, and feHow its music for nearly forty, 
years. To his recollection, this retired spot 
was unparalleled in beauty by the richest 
scenes he had visited in his wanderings. 
Even the Happy Valley of Rasselas would 
have sunk into nothing upon the compa- 
rison. He came— he revitited the loved 
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scene — ^it was but a sterile glen^ surrounded 
vfkh rude crags, and traversed by a north* 

ern torrent. This was not the worst* 

« • . . *■ • 

The fires had been quenched upon thirty:, 
hearths— *of the cottage of his fathers be 
could but distinguish a fisw rude stone^^r.: 
the language was almost extinguished — :the . 

ancient race from which he boasted liis de- 

. . • ... 

scent had found a refuge beyond the At*- 
lantict One southland iarmcri three grey* 
pUid^d shepherds, and six dogSj npw.te* 
nanted the whole glen, which in his yotttb^ 
had maintained in content,; if not in com* 
petencei upwards of two hundred inhabit 
ants. 7 

In the bouse of t^ new tenant^ Ser^ 
jean( M;<Alpin found, however, an u^exr 
pected source of pleasure and a me^iis of. 
employing bis social afiections. His s^istef 
J^net had fortunately entertaini^d «o stfoiig, 
a persuasion that her brother would oiie 
day retivn, that she had refused, to a4?ppm- 
pany her kinsfolks upon the^r emigrationt . 
Nay, she bad con^ented^ though not with* , 
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out a fieling of degradation, to take service 
with the intruding Lowlander, who, though 
a Saxon, she said, had proved a kind man 
to her. This unexpected meeting with his 
sister seemed a cure for all the disappoint- 
ments -which it had been Serjeant More'i 
lot to eneounter, although it was not with* 
out a reluctant tear that he heard told, as 
a Highland woman alone could tell it, the 
story of the expatriation of his kinsmen. 

She narrated at length the vain offers 
they hadiqade of advanced rent^ the pay^ 
ment of which must have reduced them 
to the extremity of poverty, which they 
were yet contented to face, for permission 
to live aiid die on their native soil/ Nor 
did Janet forget the portents which, had- 
annonnded the departure of the Celtic 
race, and the arrival of the strangers. For 
two years previous to the emigration, when 
the night wind howled down the pass of. 
Bailacbra, its notes were distinctly model-* 
lied to the tune of, «: JQTa til mi tulidh,'' (we 
return namore,) with which the emigrants 
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usually bid Jewell to their x^tWe shpree* 
The upcowth cjries of, the foreign ^hcp- 
herds, and the barking of their dogs, were 
often heard in the mist of the hills btig 
before their real arrival A bai:d, the. last 
of hk raqe, had e^qapjejwqrated jthe; expul- 
sion of the natives of the g^m in a tun;^ 
iTvhich hroMght tear^into tbQ.aged eyas of 
the yeterap, and of which the first st^nz^, 
may b^ thug rendered— 

Woe, woei son of the Lowlander, 

Whywilt thou leave thy bonny Border ? 

Why comest thou hither, disturbing the Highlander, 

Wasting the glen that waa.onoe iti fair order? « 

"What added to Serjeant More M^Alpin'^ 
distress upon the occasion was, that the 
Chief by whom this change had been ef- 
fected, was, by tradition and cocninon opi- 
nion, held to repr^ent the and^nt leaders 
and fathers of the expelled fugitives ; and 
it had hitlierto been one of Ser)eant 
Motel's principal subjects of pride to proves 
by genealogical deduction, in what de-. 
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gre^e of kindred he stood to this personage* 
'A woful change was now wrought in his 
sentiments towards bim. 

<^ I cainhot curse bim/' he said, as he 
rose and strode thtoagh the room, when 
Janefs narrative was finished-^** I will n6t 
cwse him ; he is the descendant aiid repre- 
aentative of my fathers. But never shall 
mortal man bear me name his name again." 
And he kept his word ; for, until his dying 
day, no man heard him mention his selfiidi 
and ha7d*hearted chieftain. 

A^er giving a day to sad recidllection^, 
the hardy spirit which had carried hitii 
through so many dangers, manned the Ser- 
jeant's bosom against this cruel disappoint- 
ment " He would go,*' he said, ^ to Canada 
t<> his kinsfolks, where they had named a 
TransatlanUc valley after the glen of their 
fathers. Janet,** he said, ^ should kilt b«r 

coats like a leaguer lady ; d ti the difek 

tance ! it was a fleams leap to the voyages 
and marches be had made on' a slighter 
occasion." 
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With this, purpose he left the Highlands, 
and came with )^ sister as far as Gaode^fk 
qleugh, on his way to, Glasgow* to take .a 
passage to Canada. But winter was now 
set in, and as he thought it advisable to 
wait /or. a spring passage^ when the St Law- 
Fence should be open^ h$ settle4ianiong;US 
for. the few months of his stay in, Britain. 
A$ we said before, the respectable. old .man 
met with a deference apd attention .from 
all ranks of society ; and when spring ce- 
turned, he was 90 satitfied with his quarteic?, 
.that he did not renew the purpose of his 
voyage. Janet was afraid of the aea, and 
he himself felt the infirmities of age and 
hard service more than hi had at first ex- 
pected. And, as he confessed to the clergy- 
man, and my worthy principal, Mr Cleifih- 
botham, <* it was better staying with kenned 
friends, thaii going farther, and. farcing 
worse." ; 

He therefore established himself as an 
inhabitant of Ganderscleugh, to the gr^eat 
satisfaction, as we have already ^said, of all 
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its inhabitants, to whom he became, in re- 
spect of military intelligence, and able 
commentaries upon the newspapers, ga- 
zettes, and bulletins, a very oracle, expFa- 
natory of all martial events, past, present, 
or to come. 

It is true, the Serjeant had his incon- 

' sistencie?. He was a steady jacobite, his 
father and his four uncles having been 
out in the forty* five ; but he was a no less 
steady adherent of King George, in whose 
service he had made his little fortune, and 
lost three brothers ; so that you were in 
equ^l danger ta displease him, in terming 
Prince Chitrles, the Pretender, or by saying 
any thing derogatory to the dignity of 
King George. Further, it must not be 
denied, that when the day of receiving his 
dividends came round, theserjeant wasa{)t 
to tarry longer at the Wallace Arms of an 
evening, than was consistent with strict 
tem*perance, or indeed with his worldly in- 

* terfest; for upon these occasions, his compo- 
tators sometimes contrived to flatter his par- 
tialities by singing jacobite sohgs, and 
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drinking confusion to ^uonaparte^ and the 
healfch^f the Duke of Wellington, until the 
Serjeant was not only ilattered into paying 
the whole reckaning,but ooGasionally indu- 
ced to lend small sums to his interested com- 
panions. After such sprays, as 4ie called 
them, were over^ he seldom failed to thank 
<}od, and the Duke of York, who had made 
it nnich more difficult for an old soldierto 
ruin himself by his folly, than had ^been the 
case in his younger days. 

It was not upon snich t}ccasions that I 
made a part of Serjeant More M^AIpin's 
society. But often, when my leisure would 
permit, I used to seek him, on what he 
called his morning and evening parade, on 
which, when the weather was fair, he ap- 
peared as regularly as if summoned by tuck 
of drum* His morning walk was beneath 
the elms in the churchyard^ " for death," 
he said, *• had been his next-door neighljour 
for so many y^ars, that he had no apology 
for dropping the acguaintance." His even- 
ing promenade^as on the bleaching green, 
by the jrivei side> where he was sometimes 
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to be seen on an open bench, with spec- 
tacles on nose, conning over the newspapers 
to a circle of village politicians, explaining 
miiitaiy terms, and aiding the comprehen'^ 
aion of his hearers by lines drawn oh the 
ground .with the end of his rattan. On 
other occattons, he was surrounded by a 
bevy of school-boys, whom he sometimes 
drilled to. the manual, and sometimes, with 
less approbation on the part of their pa- 
rents, instructed in the mystery of artifi* 
cial furC'^ works ; for in the case of public 
rejoicii^s, the serjemt was pyrotechnist 
(as the Encyclopedia calls it) to the village 
^f Gandersdeugh. 

. It was in his morning walk that I most 
frequently met with the veteran. And I can 
hardly yet look upon the village footpath, 
overshadowed by the row of lofty elms, 
without thinking I see his upright form ad- 
vancing towards me with measured step^ 
and his cane advanced, ready to pay me 
the military salute — but he is dead, and 
^bsps with his faithful Janet, under the 

TO^. III. G 
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third of those very trees^ amoting from the 
i|ftile at the west corner of the churcfayarcL 
The delight which I had in Seijeant 1^ 
^.Ipin'sconversatioOy related not only ta hit 
Gwp adyecture^y of which he had encotmh 
tered many in the > course, of a ni^ndera^ 
Ufe^ but also to bis recollection of>nuniei» 
rous Highland traditions, in whidi his youllai 
bad been instructed by his pareuts^ zsadeS 
which h^ would in after life have deem^ 
it a kind of heresy to. question the autlten<* 
ticity. Many of tiiese related >to<tfae wara 
of Montrose, in wbidi some. of the s^r^ 
jeant's ancestry hail, it seems, taken^ a dts? 
tinguished part. It has happened, that, aU 
though these civil commotions r^ect the 
highest honour upon the Highlsmdersybi^iBg 
indeed the first, occasion upon which they 
shewed themselves superior, or even eqna^ 
to their X^wcountry neighbours in military 
encounters, they have been less commemo* 
rated among them |lian one would have ex« 
pected. Judging from the abundance of trai* 
4itions which they have preserved upon less 
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mUnating subjects. It was, therefore, with 
great pleasure, that I extracted from my 
nalitary friend some curious particulars re- 
apectmg that time ; they are mixed with 
that measure of the wild and wonderful 
which belong to the periods and the narra- 
tor, but which I do not in the least object 
to the reader treating wfth disbelief, pro* 
vidlng he will be so good as give implicit 
credit to the natural events of the story, 
which, like all those which I have had the 
Uoiiour to put under his notice, actually 
rest upon a basis of truth. 
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CHAPTER I. 

Such as do build their faith upon 

The holy text of pike and guiH * ' t. 

Decide all controvereieB by 

Infallible artillery, 

And prove their doctrine orthodox, 

By apostolic blows and knocks. 

Butler. 

It was during the period of that great and 
bloody Civil War which agitated Britain 

* 

during the sixteenth century, that our tale /^ 
has its commencement. Scotland had as ^'' 
yet remained free from the ravages of in- 
testine war^ although its inhabitants were 
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much divided in political opinions; and 
that many of them, tired of the controul of 
the Estates of Parliament, and disapproving 
of the bold measure which they had adopt* 
ed, by sending into England a large army 
to the assistance of the Parliament, were 
determined on their part to embrace the 
earliest opportunity of declaring for the 
King, and making such a diversion as should 
at least compel the recall of General Les- 
lie's army out of England, if it did not re- 
cover a great part of Scotland to the King's 
allegiance. This plan was chiefly adopted 
by the norihern nobility, who had resisted 
with great obstinacy the adoption of the 
Solemn League and Covenant, and by many 
of the chiefs of the Highland clans, who 
conceived their interest and authority to 
be connected with royalty, who had be- 
isides a decided aversion to the Presbyte- 
rian form of religion, and who, finally, 
were in that half saVlage state of society, in* 
which war is always more welcome than 
peace. 



Gimt oomttotioDt were gteerally expecl- 
ed to arise from diese oonciirrint onuses ; 
jMtd ib6 trade of inaiision and depreda* 
^tikm, wfaicfa the Scotch Highlanders at a)! 
iitnes exeroised upon the Low Countries^ 
began to assume a more steady^ avowed, 
and systematic fiorm, as part of a general 
miUtary system. 

Those at the h^ad of affiiirs were not 
jmaeoaiUe to the peril of the moment, 
9tA anxioualy made preparaticma to meet 
and to repel it. They considered, how- 
erer, with sattirfaction, that no leader or 
naioie of conleqaence had as yet appeared 
to assemble an army of royalists, or even 
to direct the efforts of those desultory 
faands^ whom love of plunder, perhaps, as 
much as political principle, had hurried in*' 
to measures of hostility* It was generally 
hoped that the quartering a sufficient num*- 
ber. of troops in the low countries adjacent 
to the Highland line, would have the efiect 
of restraining the mountain chieftains ; 
while the power of various barons in the 



r > 



IM TAUn 4Xr Ml UMinJM^ 

TiOTtii^ who had cspoased the Coiien^nt) a% 
for eiEample, the Earl Mareschal, the great 
£imilies of Eorbes, Ledie, and Irvine, tht 
Grants, aad oth^ Pretbyterian dans, vBSfjhit 
counterbalance and bridle, not only the 
strength of the Ogil vies and other cavaliers 
of Angus and Kincardine, but even the po- 
tent family of the Gordons, whose eaLten- 
sive authority was only equalled by thdr 
extreme dislike to the Presbyterian modei. 
In the West Highlmds the ruling par^ 
^lumb^red many enemies } but the pORprer 
of these didafiecied clans wias supposed to 
be broken^ and the s^Btit of their ehie£i 
ftains intimidated, by the predbmifittiag 
influence of the Marquis of Argyle, upon 
whom the confidence of the Conventioii 
of Estates wai reposed with the utmort 
security ; and whose power in the High* 
lands, already exorbitant, faad^ been still 
farther increased by > concessions extorted 
from the King at the last pacification, it 
was indeed well known that Argyle was 
a man rather of political enterprise than 
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persoflol OQurage, and better calculated to 
manage an intrigue of state, than to con- 
troul the tribes of hostile mountaineers ; 
yet the numbers of hisr clan» and the spirit 
of the gallant gentlemen by whom it was 
led, m^ht, it was supposed, atone for the 
personal deficiences of their chief; and as 
die Campbells had already severely hum- 
bled several of the neighbouring tribes, it 
was supppsed these would not readily again 
pi^yoke an encounter with a body so 
powerful. 

Thus having at their own command the 
whole west and south of Scotland, indispu- 
tably die richest part of the kingdom ; Fife- 
shire being in a peculiar manner their own, 
and possessing many and - powerful friends 
even north of the Forth and Tay, the Scot* 
tish Convention of Estates saw no^^anger 
« sufficient to induce them to alter the line 
of policy they had adopted, or to recall 
from the assistance of iheir brethren of the 
English Parliament that auxiliary army of 
twenty thousand men, by means of which 

o2 
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Accession of strength the King's party bad 
been recju^ed to the defensive when in full 
career cff triumph and success. 

The causes which moved the Conven- 
tion of Estates at this time to take siich ah 
immediate and active interest in the civil 
war of England, are detailed in our histo- 
rians, but may be here shortly recapitula- 
ted. They had indeed no new injury or 
aggression to complain of at the hand of the 
King, and the peace which had been made 
between Charles and his subjects of Scot- 
land had been carefully observed ; but the 
Scottish rulers were well aware that this 
peace had been extorted from the King, »3 
well by the influence of the parliamentary 
party in England, as by the terror BBf their 
own arms. It is true, King Charles had 
since visited the capital of hii^ ancient king* 
dom, had assented to the new organization 
of the church, and had distributed honours 
and rewards among the leaders of the party 
which had shewn themselves most hostile 

to his interests j but it was suspected that 

12 
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cliiMQCtions so unwillingly conferred would 
be resumed so soon as opportunity offered. 
The low state of the English Parliament 
was seen with deep apprehension, and it was 
concluded, that should Charles triumph hf 
forqe of arms against his insurgent sub- 
jects of England, he would not be long in 
exacting from the Scotch the vengeance 
which he might suppose due to those who 
had set the example of taking up arms 
gainst him. Such was the policy of the 
measure which dictated the sending the 
auxiliary army into England; and it was 
avowed in a manifesto explanatory of their 
reasons for giving this timely and import- 
ant aid to the English Parliament. The 
English Parliament, they said, had been 
already friendly to them, and might be so 
again ; whereas the King, although he had 
so lately established religion among them 
according to their desires, had given them 
no ground to confide in his royal declara- 
tion, seeing they had found his promises 
and actions inconsistent with each other. 
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•^ Our conscience,'* they concluded, •^ and 
God, who is greater than our conscience, 
beareth us record, that we aim altogether 
at the. glory of God, peace of both nations, 
and honour of the king, in suppressing and 
punishing in a legal way, of those who are 
the troublers of Israel, the firebrands of 
hell, the Corahs, the Baalams, the Doegs, 
the Rabshakehs, the Hamans, the Tobiahs, 
the Sanballats of our time ; which done, 
we are satisfied. Neither have we bc^n 
to use a military expedition to England as 
a niean for compassing those our pious 
ends, until all other means which we could 
think upon have failed us ; and this alone . 
is left to us, ultimum et unicum remedium, 
the last and only remedy/' 

Leaving it to casuists to determine whe- 
ther one contracting party is justified in 
^breaking a solemn treaty, upon the suspi- 
cion that in certain future contingencies it 
might be infringed by the other, we shall , 
proceed to mention two olher circumstan-. 
ces which had at least equal influence with 
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the Scottish rulers and nation, with any 
doubts which they entertained of the King's 
good faith. 

The first of these was the nature and 
condition of their army ; headed by a poor 
and discontented nobility, under whom it 
was officered chiefly by Scottish soldiers of 
fortune, who had served in the German 
wars until they had lost almost all distinc-i 
tion of political principle, and even of 
country, in the adoption of the mercenary 
faitli, that a soldier'^ principal duty was fide* 
lity to the state or sovereign from whom be 
received his pay, without respect either to 
the justice of the quarrel, or to their own 
connection with either of the contending 
parties. To men of this stanlp, Gxotius 
applies the severe character — N^uUum vita 
genus est imprabius, quam eorum, qui sine 
€aus{e respectu mercede conducii, militant. 
To these mercenary soldiers, as well as 
to the needy gentry with whom they were 
mixed in command, and who easily im« 
bibed the same opinions, the success of 
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the late short mvasioQ of England in 1641 
was a sufficieitt reason for renewing so pro« 
fitable an experiment' The good p«y aD4 
free quarters of England had made a feel* 
ing impression upon the recollection of 
these military adventurers^ and the i pros* 
pect of again levying eight hundred and 
fifty pound a-day» came in place of all ar« 
gumentSy whether of state or of morality. 

Anotiaer cause no less inflamed the minds 
of the nation at large, than the tempting 
project of the wealth of England anima- 
ted the soldiery. So much had been writ* 
ten and said on either side concerning the 
form of church government, that it had 
become a matter of infinitely more con* 
sequence in the eyes of the multitude than 
the doctrines <^ tliat gospel which both 
eburdies had embraced. The Prelatists 
and Presbyterians of the more violent 
kind became as illiberal as the Papists, and 
voidd scarcely allow the possibility of sal- 
vation beyond the pale of their respective 
churches. It was in vain remarked to these 
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zealots, that had tiie Author of our holy 
religion coDEodered any peculiar form oi 
church government as essential to salva* 
tion, it would have been revealed with tbef 
same precision as under the Old Testament 
dispensation. Both parties continued as 
violent as if they could have pleaded the 
distinct commands of Heaven to justify 
their intolerance. Laud, in the days of 
his domination, had fired the train, by at- 
tempting to impose upon the Scottish peo- 
ple church ceremonies foreign to their 
habits and opinions. The success with 
which this had beev resisted, and the Pi^ 
byterian model substituted in its place, 
had endeared the latter to the nation, m the 
cause in which they had triumphed. The 
Solemn League and Covenant, adopted with 
such zeal by the greater part of the king- 
dom, and by them forced, at the sword's 
point, upon the others, bore in its bosom, 
as its principal object, the establishing the 
doctrine and discipline of the Presbyterian 
church, and the putting down all error and 
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heresy ; and bating attained for their own 
country an establishment of this golden 
candlestick, the Scots became liberally and 
fraternally anxious to establish the same 
in England. This they conceived might be 
easily attained by lending to the Parlia- 
ment the effectual assistance of the Scot- 
tish forces. The Presbyterians, a numerous 
and powerful party in the English Parlia*^ 
ment, had hitherto taken the lead in oppo- 
sition to the King ; while the Independents 
and other sectaries, who afterwards, under 
Cromwell, resumed the power of the sword, 
and overset the Presbyterian model both in 
Scotland and England, were as yet con- 
tented to lurk under the shelter of the 
wealthier and more powerful party* The 
prospect of bringing to a uniformity the 
kingdoms of England and Scotland in. dis- 
cipline and worship, seemed therefore as 
fair as it was desirable. 

The celebrated Sir Henry Vane, on^ of 
the commissioners who negociated the alii- 
ance betwixt England and Scotland, saw the 
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fiM^ whi<}h ihis^bfitt had updn the spirits 
Qfjiioa^wUhwibtaiii lie dealt; andaHhohgh 
^mself a viokQt IndepeDdsent^ he contri* 
yed at once to gratify and. to elude the ea- 
ger desires of the Presby terians, by quail* 
fyiBg the obligation to reform the Church 
of EngUudd, as a change to be executed 
*^ according to t\ke word of God» and the 
best reformed churches*" Deceived by their 
own eagerness, themselves entertaimng no 
doubts on the Jus IHvinum of their own 
ecclettastical cstabUdhmeiits» and not hold- 
ing it p#s»ble such doubts could be held 
by otherSt the Coiuvention of Estates and 
the Kirk of Scotland conceived, that such 
expressions necessarily inferred the esta- 
blishment of Presbytery } nor were they 
undeceived, until, when their help was no 
longer needful, the sectaries gave them to 
understand, that the phrase might be as 
well applied to Independency, or any other 
mode of worship, which those who were at 
the head of a0kirs at the time might con- 
sider as agreeable ^* to the word of God^ 
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and the practice of tbe Mforked churc^tefli^ 
i^ther were they loss astoiiUb^d t# fin^ 
that the de8ig>&s of the English 'sectafiei 
tjtJsuck against the rnQnarcbial oonstit^lk)]! 
of* Britain, it having been ' their intaitiofl 
to reduce the powerdf the king, bat by n6 
fiteans to abrogate the efike* They, faced^ 
however, in this respeetr like rash physi* 
oians, who commence by over-physicking a 
patient, until he is reduced to a ; state (^ 
/ weakness, from which cordials lyre afler<» 

wards unable to recover him. 

But these events were yet in the w>inb 
of futurity. As yet the Scottish Parlia* 
ment held their engagement with Eng^ 
land consistent with justtce» ptudence, and 
]pffel(y,^nd their military undertaking seem*^ 
ed to succeed to their t veiy ^wish* Hitf 
junction of the Scottish army with those 
of f^irfax and Manchester, enabled the 
Parliamentary forces to besiege York, am) 
to %ht the desperate action of Long- 
Marston Moor, in which Prince Bupert 
and the Marquis of Newcastle were de- 



tmtttd. The Scottish aaxiliaries, indeed^ 
had less of the glory of this vietoiy than 
their countrymto could desire. David 
Leslie^ with their cavalryi fought bravelyt 
and to theni» as well as to Cromwell's bri« 
gade of Independents, the honour of the 
day belonged ; but the old Earl of LeveB, 
the covenanting general, was driven out of 
the field by the impetuous charge of Prince 
Bupert, and was thirty miles distant, in 
full jSight towards Scotland, when he was 
overtaken by the news that his party had 
gained a complete victory* 

The absence of these troops, upon this 
crusade fw the establishment of Presbyter 
rianism in England, had considerably dimi- 
flished the power of the Convention of 
Estates in Scotland, and had given rise tA 
tho&e agitations among the anti-covenan- 
terSf which we have noticed at the begins 
nhig of this chapter. 
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CHAPTER II. 

p 

His mother could for him as cradle set 
Her husband's rusty iron corselet ; 
Whose iwof^ soma couM bmh h«r bite to reit» - 
That never plain^ of his uneasy nest ; 
Then did he dream of dreary wars at band, 
- And woke> and fought, and won, ere he could stand. 

Hall's Mint. 

t 

. It was towards the close of a 8UKin\er's 
eveniogy 4uri4g the anxious peiiod wbich 
we havercommemorated, that a young g^n- 
tl^iliaii of quality^ wellinfmated and upaed^ 
^,pd aqcoQijiamed ;by two servapta^ ooe of 
whom l^ed a suoipter hoF«ej rode slowly up 
one of those steep passes, by which th^ 
Highlands are accessible from the Lowland* 
of Perthshire. Their course had lain im 
some time along the banks df a lake, whose 
deep waters reflected the crimson beams of 
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the western sun. The broken path which, 
they pursued with some difficulty, was in 
some places shaded by the ancient bkches 
and oak-treeS) and in others overhung by 
fragments of huge rock. Elsewhere, the 
hilli which formed the northern side of this 
beautiful sheet of water, arose in steep, but 
less precipitous acclivity, and was arrayed 
in heath of the darkest purple. In present 
times, a scene so romantic would have been 
judged to possess the highest charms for 
the traveller ; but those who journey in 
days of doubt and dread, pay little atten* 
tion to picturesque scenery. 

The master kept, as often as the wood 
permitted, abreast of one or both of his 
domestics, and seemed earnestly to con- 
verse with them, probably because the dis« 
tinctions of rank* are readily set aside 
among those who are made to be sharers 
^common danger. The dispositions of 
the leading men who inhabited this wild 
cotitttry, and the probability of their teking 
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jgart in.the politicalipoovulsions that wai?^ 
aiQpo expecMi were the su^jpcts of their 
<;onver8atioii. ^ 

They had not adyanced above iay way 
up the lak^ apd the ypuBg gep^lemaQ; W9i 
poiotibg to his attendants the 8(>ot lyhefci 
their intended rp^ twped northwardiii 
and leaving the v^rge. of the Iqch^ asQendicA 
a ravine to the right>han4, when they 4ifc 
covered a single horseman coming dowti 
^e shore, as if to meet them* The gleani 
of the 8un*beams upop Ms head^piece and 
corslet showed that h^^ vfu in arwo^r, and 
the purpose of the other traveU^fBrequiiied) 
that he should not pasf unq^eptioni^, **'We 
must kqow who he is^",. said the young geor. 
tleman, <* and whither he is going/' 4iid 
putting spurs to his horsej^tl^ rpijfe fisirwiifd 
as fast as the nigged ^te of the i^oiid 
would permit) fpUqwed \}y his twq attend? 
ants, until he reached. the point wherevtbe 
road s4opg the side .of the Isjke waa iiiter*' 
seated by that yiififijn desoeodcdfnmr/tlie 
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nvise^ s^arii^ thus against the pmsibUit^r 
cf the. stranger elu^ing^ th^m, by turning 
into the latter road before they eame up 
ifiih hinij» 

The sipgle hjorsenaian. had mended his 
pace, vihesB, 1^ irst <^erved the three ri^ 
(}€»> advance rapidly towards him; but 
^Hih^n be.s^w tt^em halt and form a front, 
wfaiph oon^etely occupied the path, be 
^diecked.hi«b#rse, ani4 advanced irith gi^eat 
d^eliberation y so that ea<ih party had. a» op^ 
ppilkunity tQ take a fuil survey of eadi oth^t 
The solitary strioger was oaounted upoa 
401 iible hgrae^ €t foif: .military service, and 
fpr the great.wieaght which be had tccarry^ 
i^d his /rider occspifd his demipique, or 
^Ittr^a^dl^ i^i(^ an air that ^owed it wan 
his £»miliar seat. Me had . a bright bur^ 
iltybed bead^pleqe9 with .a plume of fea^ 
thers, tog^er with a cuirass, thick enough 
l#:r.e8ist a mUsk^hall, with a back-pieoe 
of %h(er matMrialsk These defensive armtt 

M 

b«iWOtd over * baff jerkin, alcmg.with a pair 
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of gauBttets w-Bfeel-^ottti'the -tdinr'df 
which reached up to his elbow, aod mlmh, 
Mke the rest of his armour, were ef- bright 
steel. At the front of his nnfitary eadtfe 
tonga case of pistols, Air bejrond' the ottdi- 
iteiy mXf nearly two ftet in length/ attd 
carrying bullets of twenty* to the podsd. 
A bti^'belt, with a broad sUtw basMe^ 
sustained on ono^dde along iMaight dmi- 
Ue<^ged braad^sword^with a strong guM^ 
and a blade 3calcolMad'» either^ to Hrtrike or 
posh. On the' right side tmng a> di^got^trf* 
about feigliteeh imntaes^^in length i a sbouk 
dw-bek'Sttstained athia bade a mmqu^fetoon 
<Mr bhinderbuasi aaad iwaa cftxaed by a ban* 
ddier containi^ his dfearges ^f • amiiuMbi^ 
tion. l^ii^-pieees of steely then tefrmed 
taslets,: met the topscf hia huge jack^bbots^ 
lUid completed Uie eqpaifisge ofa welLann^ 
ed trooper of the- period* 

The appearanee of tbe hoiseman . him- 
m^ eonesponded well with his asiilary 
eqn^^ag^ to wiiichlieliadithe air c&hMmg 

6 
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iMmiaidvjdefiniivc, £Ub agt 91^;^ l>e ^ty 
aad upwards, . and hii teonnteiia^ce iw#« 
tlMi of a 9wdiile rw««lhci4Miit09 cV^Mian, 
vilio liad- HM mmry ^fieU*^ and >kpQf)0ht 
Mmj ia Jhdnm Mve 4ihaii tine ««ir« At 
Hmdmkmm of abont IhiffgF yardt^fl iMu 
ed andalnd Jwi;^ laiied Jw«Mlf fW >iM 
ftaiiiipiy'jw V'tonoinaoteie a«d ascertain 
the porpaae of ^a -oppoMla ^pait^^ ttiad 
brought his musquettooo uodcf bis ing}it 
SpDf ' nadj ibr uaeb if coocasipa ^^uld fa* 
fsaaetit b.eiKacjDtbibig hul^ wwfcwpj be 
bad the ad vaotage of Umw ^ wbo i«apad 
i«alilk|ftd 1I0 ia^ennpt Ms qpMs^ge* 

The leader aif ^be faaty -mm indafid, 
■AUiaHkmted aid obd ib a bufffCMt».rieh. 
h)^ eadMrwdered^ tbt hdiiftaMlitmy dressof 
the pelted^ bttfciibja i^woilics bMl 9I# 
CMOie^«Bhdte»^^r^ivii^e)t» wb««b,«M4ld 
saufarvfaeo^KpMta^tc^ttitm ^ mii»/Of a 
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sFWord, if tiiieldid 'by k stnmg fw»i and 
ncHie of thism hftd My we^f)Ms^ asve siimls 
and pistols, mthout whitli geatlMieii» or 
their attendfflits^ durii^ those di»kaiiMBd 
times, sekkMi rtirred abroad. 
» When th^ had (rtood at gaoe §oi about 
a minute, the younger geatlMUQ gave the 
challenge which wfu ttoi comouoa in the 
nmiith of ail stnngers who not in sueh 
cifcuffistaneos----^' For yAom'uxe yoiiP 

<< Tdl me first," aeswafed tibe soldier^ 
^ for whom are you?«-*the strongest pas^ 
should speak first" 

<« We are for God and King Charley'' 
answered tiie fimi speaker*^^^ Now tell year 
faction, you know OQr!se" 

^< I am *fiir Gt>d and niy standard^^ an- 
Bwered the angle hoiseaiui. 

<* A«d for which standvnl ¥' cepiMd the 
chirf of the other f»urty<7~«^ C^vdler or 
BcNindhead, King or Con?)m1ion P 

<< df my troth, sir,'' answared the sddiflr, 
^ I would be bth to reply to you with^m 
untruth, as a thuig unbecomiDg a cavaUer 



'«f fffrtane'aiid a soUkn ^^ Bvt to annief 
your qiHsiy ivitb beseenng vemfciiy^ it is 
Boeeisafy I shdciU mysetf have raidiriad^ to 
iphUk of tbe present divisimM erf** thekiog* 
dom I shall iiUiiDiltiriy gcOMee^ ^Msmg a 
flatter wheteon my mind is not as yet-pre- 
oeesety ascertained.'' i 

<^ I should have tilo^ght,''. miamaeA the 
gentlemani^ << thatt whei^'lo^^y asd roil* 
gion aie^ at ^Mkke^ uo geario t n ag or flian 
of h<Hioiir could be long is cbiuiKig his 
parly." ,.•.-..• 

*< Truly, air^'^ replied fthe^ tMopfer, << if 
ye speal^ ^is in the way ci vitupisraftioni 
as meanliig to iinpugnt my honour cn^gen- 
teelity, I would tilytii^ put the nase to 
issue, Tentttring in "^t quarrel With my sin* 
gle person agaanrt yoii' three. ' !&itif you 
qpeak it in tlie way of Idgteal ratibcinationy 
whilk I have stuAied in my yoi:^ at the 
Mareschal^CoUi^ of Aberdeen, iamiieady 
to prove to ye ift^^, that myfrescdution to 
defer, &Nr a- certain' seiMon, the taking up. 
jcm me either of these lyian els, not only ^- 
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faoiioiir^ intmlfo w^^ y<ni>»^^ mum ' iW t 
^pMifltMB, «Mi 4iftllMfed «ith 4iiitt«y6 iM« 
tipn iift liis «N)lf ^tfA, 4Mfd <li^ho, #Mtt 

^hv^the/lMiiiier rfttteJnyitt<ilrteJ Q i tiJti > i '<i % 
the Lion ^f the ii}Gn1lb,'«ii4 fwA^r .inttoy 
odierilHimfe lendoi^ hob ^IjMhtMQ siul 
GadTitMlb fti#tttaMl ArMioto 
After muimmi^^ y/MM otme iriik 

pUed» ^ I should be *glad» air, to faxve^am^ 
4ott¥emBi/lmni «Ufa gi6Btii«|>oii<«o Joteitstfiig 
^sqiiHiaiw, iund 4>oQid ^te pMtid If f x^ta 
iitgiiBJne <ygu mifiwMr «f tlte^Mwe I 
liAve ii^sclf ^ipiHiied. I riim ilaa ei«iiing 
to • fiKttcKi InweqiMdnee ttailes4fiftttMBt, 
^itfaei^iif youidlittK tB^«6Mi»pilgr:me, 
^im^UU^liM^' gBbdtqiiBftw^ ^A%^ wij^tj 
mid £»e:pn|D]Hionttot«beyoiif^^wn<YOftd 

vitiaat to^BMi "iritb 1U8,'' 



-w^ 
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nuH iaum lias gMMitlttt^ ot^ hfb im^>fiU 
into tthanliMeMtow'* 

^ I mm called,'* atiiwend? tke fOtmgtn 
stMBiga*^ «^ Hie Bwrl of MMdattby dQ<}^ I 
trmtf j»i wttl ftjooiv^ i»f^ bomwr a^ a aaA 

<* A wwt))jH ftdblMMB^** answtre/i thft 
nUiVr *^' iriMite fMoto li^^mK M« ttt^ dMli&# 
•dUr With 0MI notiMi k* mpIamA Wt 
iminiwHoon st liialiaefct wd^^^^itk tAdftce 
mdtihui aU|bHPf.MliH»tatheyo« 
MMMNit mid. qa at ii w i ig to talfc^t betrodk- 
ibrward to join fain-M^ Audi I titMt^"* mi 
h^ ^ mf. ofm. MBumaee, diat I liiU be 
Am mmmadb^^ ymm l^MtApin peace o» 
m periU duripg the time we sh»U abid» 
tagfUhm^ wSi Bot be altogether yiBpetid^ 
^ in tbete doubt&l timcii^ w|iefi» ae tbejp 
^ff a una'tt* bead is safiw ia. a^ ateel^caii 
tiwEi sf^a^maible palace.^ 
. '< I asftur^i yoMy air/' said I^id Mea*. 
tiath^ <« tbat» to jiid|^ jGkmh jrour ap|)eafw 
aiioe» I aost kig^ly valt«e ^ advaiiti^e 
of four eseoit t. but, Itmrt^tMidbtt bame 
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no occnion for any ekercise of viiild^uri aaf 
I expect to conduct you to good and 
friendly quarters.** 

**t Good quarters, rty lord/* replied the 
soldier, ^* are always acceptable^ and are 
only to be postponed to good pay or good 
booty, not to mention the honour of a ca- 
valier, or the needful points of command- 
ed duty. And truly, my lord, your noble 
profl^r is not the less welcome, in that T 
knftw not preceesely this night where T 
and my poor companion (patting his horse) 
were to find Ic^gihents.^' ' - 

^'May I be permitted to ask, then,** 
said Lord Menteith, «* to Whom I have the' 
good fortune to stand quarter- master ?*r 

^* Truly, my lord,** said the trooper^' 
** my name is Dalgetty — ^Dugald Dalgietty, 
Ritt-master Dugald Dalgetty of Drum- 
thwacket, at your honourable service to' 
commaild. It is a name you may have 
seen in CMUoBelgieuSf the Swedish Intd^ 
l^feneery or, if yon reiad High-Dutcb, in 
the FUegen^n Mereeur of Leipsic. My 
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fiither, my lordt having by unthrifty courses 
reducted a &ir patrimony to a nonentity, 
I had no better shift, when I was eighteen 
yevs auld, than to carry the learning whilk 
I had acquired at the Mareschal-Coliege 
of Aberdeen, my gentle bluid and desig* 
nation of Drumthwacket, together with a 
pair of stalwarth^orms, and legs conform, 
to the.Gerntto wars, there to pu^h my 
way. as. a cavalier of fortune. My lord, 
my legs and arms stood me in more stead 
than either my gentle kin or my book- 
kar, and I found : myself ti^ailing a pike 
as a private gentleman under old Sir Lu^ 
doyick Leslie, where I learned the rules 
o' service sae tightly, that I will not forget 
them in a hurry. Sir, I have been made to 
stand guard eight hours, being from twelve 
at nopn to eight o'clock of the night, at 
the palace, armed with back and breast, 
he^d^piece and bracelets, being iron to the 
teeth^ in a bitter frost, and the ice was as 
bard as ever wao flint ; and all for stoppin^g 



I should ha^e gdtie W MUcsaW 
** And d^Hibtless^ !$ir»'' r^Med Lcffd MeiU 

teitb, << you baive gon^ ^mn^' mm^ hive 

service^ m well sM^ tbis same c<M ^tt)^ yoa 

talk of r 
*< Surely^ my lori, it dMh ttofi bUttOlM 

me to spesk i bi»t bo tiMfi bttb Ktti ibo 
fields of Leipikf ind of Ltitwn^ miyt |^ 
laid to bave seen pitched bettlw. AbA 
ane wbo bath witoeued tbe intafctog of 
Fn&kfort, ifod Spanbetof and Nut eabefji 
and sofortbi abould kttofrBOmetbifljg^abDOt 
leaguersi Hofias^ omkHighta and iMitftUi.'^ 

<< But your meritt sfari uid ex^erietMMi; 
were, doubtlessi felfowed by pMimotkw.'* 

<« It came 8k>w^ toy lord» dooMid stov/^ 
replied Dalgetty ; ^< but at c^- ScoMisb 
countrymeo, the lathers of the war» aiid 
tbe raisers o# f boM valotovia Seottisb t^ 
giments that were the dread of Qettoi^tiyi 
began to M pretty tbick^ what «rif k pe!^ 
knee and what witb the sword^ why i*«y 
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^btir dnldresy succeeded to their mfaeri t- 
'ance. Sir^ I was six years- ficdt privalae 
gentlenoaii of the company^ and tltf ee years 
lance^spesiade ; disdaining to receive a hal« 
bert^ as unbecoming my-birtfaw Wherefore 
I was ultimately promoted to be a fabn-< 
dragger, as^the High Dutdi call it, (which 
signifies an ancient) in the^King^ Leif R^* 
giment of Black- Horsei and thereafter I 
arose to be lieutennant and ritt-masier, un- 
der that invincible monarch, the bulwark 
of the Protestant faith , the Lion of the 
North, the^ terror of Austria, Gustayus the 
victdrious." 

*• And yet, if I understand you,, Captain 
D^lgetty,-^! think- that rank corresponds 
with your foreign title of ritt-master, . .. " ? 

«« The same grade preceesely,'* answer 
ed Dalgeity ; . <* ritt-master signifying li- 
terally filc-kader.'* 

** I was observing," continued Lord 
Menteidi> . <« that,; if I understood you 
i^ght, you had left the service. of this great 



»' 
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**lt was^ after his death-^^it 'Wira ftfter 
his death, sir," said Dalgetty, <* when I 
iKras in no shape bound to continue mine 
adherence. . There are things, my lord, ih 
liiat service, that cannot but go against the 
'Stomach of any cavalier of honour. '. In 
ii^pecial,. albeit the pay be none of the 
•most superabundant, being only about six- 
ty dollars a month, to a ritt-master, yet 
the invincible Gustavus never paid above 
one-third of that sum, whiik was distri- 
buted monthly by way of loan ; although, 
when justly considered, it was, in fact, a 
borrowing by that great monarch of the 
additional two-thirds which were due to 
the soldier. And I have seen some whole 
regiments of Dutch and Holsteiners mu- 
tiny on the field of battle, like base scul- 
lions, crying out Gelt, gelt, signifying their 
desire of pay, instead of falling to blows 
like our noble Scotch blades, who ever 
disdained, my lord, postponing of honour 
to filthy lucre." 

** But were not these arrears," said Lord 
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Meoteitb, ^^paid to the soldiery at some 
stated period ?" ' 

<< My kad," said Dalgetty» << I take it 
fsi my coDscience» that at no period^ and 
by no pafi3ible process^ could one creutzer 
^f them ever be recovered. I myself never 
^w twenty dollars of my own all the time 
I served the invincible Gustavus^ unless it 
was from the chance of a storm, or vie- 
tpry, or the fetching in some town or 
doorp, . when a cavalier of fortune^ who 
kaows the usage of wars, sddom faileth to 
make some small profit.'' 

*< I begin rather to wonder, sir/' said 
Xiord Menteitb, << that you should have 
.continued so long i^ the Swedish service, 
than that you should have ultimately with- 
drawn firom it." t 

^^ Neither I should," answei^ed the ritt- 
master ; *' but that great leader, captain, 
and king, the. Lion of the North, and the 
bulwark of the Protestant faith, had a 
way of winning battl.e», taking towns, over- 
rumui)^ countries^ and levying contribu* 
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txonn, wMIk tftde kii setrlie tH^tfiiiMy 
delectable to all tme-bted e*ft^hr wlic^ 
ibU6w tile toUe (li^i^sAitM ol" ^thb^ S^m^ 
p)e 80^1 ridle b^e^ vttf le^ i hAft iAfnUS 
comtosMded 1^ wiioie stift of £>t»iUiei^[^ 
on the Lowtei^ Rhine, ocdtrt>yhig the f kite 
gravels palace, eofistittilig^ }^ <^{i:^ witi«si 
witii my €OmrsKle% calfinfg iii colrtri^idit!^ 
requintiona, add Chiracs, atid iabt f^ti^^ 
. iek ray finger ii, as became* sr g^Dod* cooiu 
But truly aH tfiis glory faaeKeiied to ^i^itsty^ 
after our great master had been 8h<it with> 
three bullets on the field of Lutaeri ; wlrisre^ 
fbre^ findiflig that Bortune had changed' 
sides^ that th^ borrowings and kndhig^ 
went oto aa before oat <tf oitt jJay,^ \«JsH^ 
the cadwcs and caaudtties trere a)l cut cffl 
I e^en gave up my commission, and tooR 
s^Tiee with Wallenateitt iif Waiter Biatler's 
Irish regknent.'* 

^ And may I beg to kttdw of yon^^ tmiSt 
Lixrd Menteitfa, apparently int^jpest^d ikk 
the advetituiiBS of this sddiaf df fdtttiA^^ 
^ how you liked this Omg^iiCtA^Miiti^ 



V _ 



A lammm b9 immtMHs; ill 

«< iBdlftrellt mSi,'' told th« Qipfiiifl^ 
<^ veiy itidiilbretit w«ll. I ciinfidt ^y fft&t 
tb6 Efripei^ pftid lA^ih bekeif thmi tlM 
gfe«t Gustevui Ibr hatd kfroeki^ Wd had 
plenty ctf'tiyein^ I was oAJen obliged «0 itta 
iny bdad ag&hist my old neqOaiiitatice^ thi 
S^^kh iesf^erd, whilk yduir bbilodf iAvOi 
cdnceive td be donble-poitfted tibkkesi %h6A 
with' iron at e^ck end, and planted' befb^ 
the squad of pikes ta prevent an hifstt df 
the c&Talry. Tht$ wh8k iSfii^iBh feathers, 
although they look ga^ to the ey^, i^tetth^ 
hlmg the shrabs 6f lestet treet of ati^ fbf 68t^ 
atai the pmssknt pikes, ari'adged itf battafiA 
behind them, cdrrespond to the tall pines 
thereof, yet, wffverehelesd, are not alt^^ 
ther so soft to encountca^ Hi} the pitiAii^ii 
of a goose. Howbeit, in dei^ite dt h^avy 
blows and light pily, a caTillfef tff foftnni 
may thri^re indiflferently well in tite itbpe^ 
rial ser?ice^ iir r^s^et his privAte eatuattids 
are no^ng so dodeiy loAe4 td ias t)y ttfi 
S#ede$ and so ihiit an tiflteer tf Id his duty 
ovL&i^ SMi nei^er WidHtQ^Ci^ not Ai^ 
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pefih«iin, oor pld Tilly before t)iMo» V011I4 
likaly listen tQ tbe ol^rgations of boost 
or burgbera i^nat lany comiB|Mu|er or wit 
^o by whom &ey <^4»ced to be sopeiebM 
oloBely . ^riu So. that an Qxperieoced 1^ 
vaKer, koowiiig.bow toiay» a» our Scottiai^ 
phraae ruDia, ^ the head oi Uie (m^w to th^ taU 
of the>griQOf ^ cpight get out of the ooui;^ 
t|ie pay wbilk he could 9Qt obtiupi £roni the 

" <' With a full handr aii*« doubtlc^. aii4 
with interest," sa|d Lord Meateith. 

<* Indabitably, my lord/' answered Dal» 
^tty» cprnposedly ; ^* for it would be 
4oubly disgraqeful for any ^cladq of rank 
to have his name called in question for any 
petty delinquency." . 

M And pray, str/' .con^iOiyied I^rd Men- 
^eitb, << What m^de you leave so gainful a 
service?** < 

. <* Why, ; triply, sir," an&wered the sol* 
dier, *K an Irish cad^alier, cjdled O'QujL' 
iig^n, be^ m^ of quf regiment, and 
J Inlying ;.h«id, wqrdB ,wk^,^in tfre, pight 



faeforet revpectii^* the worth s^ preoe* 
^nce of our several aations, it pleased 
liim the next day to deliver his (nrders td 
me with the poiot of his battoon advanced 
and held aloof» instead of declining and 
trailing the same, as is the fashion from a 
eouxteous commanding officer towards his 
eqiial in rank, though, it may be, his infe^ 
ridr in militavy grade. Upon this quarrel, 
sir, we fought in private rencontre ; and 
«8» in the perquisitions which foIk>wed, it 
pleased Walter Butler,' our Oberst or colo- 
nel, to give the lighter punishment to his 
countryman and' the heavier to me, where- 
upon ill-stomaching sucti partiality, I t» 
changed my commission for one under the 
Spaniard." 

<* I hope you found yourself better off 
by the change T^ said Lord Menteith. 

^< In good sooth,'^ answered the Rit^ 
master, ^^ 1 had. but little to complain of. 
The pay was somewhat regular, being fur* 
nished by the rich Flemings and Walloons 
of the 'Low Country. The quarters were 
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exeellent ;. the good wheatea loaves of tht 
Flemingsi were better than the Prdvatit lye- 
bread of the Swede, and Rheni^ wine w^ 
more plenty with us than ever I sttw the 
black beer o£ Rostock in. Gustavus's camp; 
Service there was none, doty there was- 
little ; and that little we might do, or leave > 
undone; at our pleasure ; an excellefat re^ 
irement for a^ cavalier somewhat weary of ^ 
field and leaguer, who had purchased with ^ 
bis bloodias much honour as might sierve 
his turn, and was desirous of a little ease- 
and good living.''^ 

" And may I ask,** said Lord Menteithr, 
"why. you. Captain, being,. as I suppose,, 
in the situation you describe, redred.from: 
the Spanish service also ?*^ 

•* You are to consider, jmy lord, .that your. 
Spaniard," Teplied Captain' Dalgetty, «* is i« 
person altogether unparalleled inhik own^ 
ooncdt, wherethrough h4 maketlrnotfN; ac- 
count of <8uch fmeigB! cavaliers of valour aS > 
are pleaded to take service with him« And a . 
galling thkig itxis to every hteioaraUe. soL 

7 
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dAdo to be put* sttAdi^ Md'p(>ertf>dii«^i %wi 
obliged tdf yidd pr^tmoeto^ every pttffliig 
fAgtkk>ff who» wen^ it Che question wbidi 
should first: nMWsft a breach at pi»h of pik^ 
m^t be apff 40 yield nMtiAg phce t0 ft 
Scottish cftV^Ker. Moreo^ry Ati I WM 
pHeked m cofis^ieiu^e reftptotHifg a matt«r 
ofroligioa.** 

«* I shoold ii«t h«v« tboughtr C*pt8k| 
Ditlgetty, tbift an old loldierr who h«d 
changed service to ofteiii would lm?t becii 
too tenipolotts on that head.^ 

^ No more I a»» Off kfld/' add the Gap^ 
tain» «« since I h^ it to be the duQr of the 
ehaplain of the ree^ment to settle those mat- 
ters for met and every otliei^ bmve cavalier 
inasmuch as he does nothing else tiiatlknow 
for his pay and allowances^ But tins was 
a particnlar case, my lord» a cams {mpfih 
tuiMs, M I may say, in whilk I had na chap 
Ian of my own persnasion to aoi as my 
adviser. I founds in shorty that alfhougil 
my being a Protestant might be winked at^ 



186 TALBS <KF MX UUfSLOBQ. 

in respect thut I was a man of action, and 
had ttiore exparience than all the Dons in 
owterHa^xit together, ^^t, when in garri. 
son, it was expected I should go to mass 
with the regiment. Now, my lord, as a 
true Scottish man, and educated at .the Ma- 
reschal CoUege of Aberdeen, I was bound 
to uphold the mass to be an act of blinded 
papistry and utter idoktiry, whiik I was al- 
t<>gethcir unwilling to homol(^ate by my 
presence. True it is, that I consulted on 
the point with/a worthy r countryman oi my 
own; one Eathi^r Fatsides, of th^ Scottish 
Convent in WurtKtmrg"- 



mmm^ 



<^ And I hope,'' observed Lord Menteitibt 
*< you obtained a dear opinion frpm the 
ghosdy father r' 

^ As dear as it could be," replied Cap* 
tarn E^lgetly, .'^ considering we had drank 
six flasks of Rhenish, and about two mutch-9 
kins of Kirchen- wisu»er. leather l^atsides iq^ 
formed me, that; as neatly as he qould judge 
for a heretic like myaelff.it signified no$ 



ipilGh frbetlier I went ta dmss or aot| see^ 
ing my eternal perdition was signed and 
«^al@d nt any rate, in respect of my impe- 
nitent and obdurate perseverance in my 
damnable heresy. Being discouraged by 
this respiKis^ I applied to a Dutch pastor 
of the reformed dburcb, who told me, he 
thought I might lawfully go to mass, in re* 
spect that the prophet permitted Naaman, 
a mighty man of valour and an hoftpura- 
Ue cavalier of Syria, to follow his master 
into the house of Rimmon, a false god, or 
idol, to whom be had vc^wed service, and 
to bow down when the king was leaning 
upon* his haqd. But neither was this an* 
swer sati^actory to me, both because there 
was an unco difference between an am>int- 
ed King of Syria and our Spanish colonel, 
whom I could have blown away like the 
peeling of an ingan, and chiefly because I 
cpuld not find the thing was required of 
jpe by any of the artii^es of war i neitber 
was I pr<^ere4 »ny coiiwideratiot)t either 
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in pefquidke cr pay^ fiir the imiis^ I aii|^ 
thereby do tD my eomeieiiet;^ 

^ So you again cbanfed yttttr 8«rVioe^ 
laid LoTil Menleitlu 

<« la troth did X, Biy lord } mdflftferil^ 
ing for a abort fitte tw^-or thtte^ ofber 
powers, I evdi toel^ otf for* a' tkatf Wklk^ 
their High Migbtiaettei tbeflMMt of IMU 
land.'* J 

« And how did thd« Mrtiee jmoip il4# 
year humofir ?^ again deiBaiid«d hid^ caMn^ 
panloii* 

^ or my lord^;" atid the aoMiiff l^-a 
lort of e»thttsia«% ^<^eir teharvi«m i9R^. 
payday migfat be a^ {Mtlem fo* ill Xaroftt 
i^-»o borrowifigs^' no leildliig% ao of&etli 
no wreansi--^^^ bafatafcad afid piid Jilm k 
banker^ book. Tile qpMtev^ too, ««#»• 
cellenty aad the albtraseea micbaliMgii^ 
abie ^ but then, i^^ they *re a pMcecM^ 
teru{mloi»s peopb^ $mA will albw^ tio^ng 
for peccadiHoiea. So thflt if a boop ^«npi 
plains of a broke»h0ad# «r mbaer^Miltr «f a, 



lliQQlMilie(M»iQr ift^ffft ii^ tqpiesk 

hwdif^miigh io h^ beanltiboiie her .bctatfa, 
:^ ;s«}4i»r^of iiQMiir liball beidistgged^ not 
War^ h»»i»wn 40Mtt<tttrtii(lt iRfao(|:an best 
jii^$^f9B4 piiiM^ ^. demerits^ batiw.. 
ion «i b089 'medhiLmcsal buigMOiftster, ^vbo 
^aU menAoe jhim witb ibe iMp-house* the 
cm4» wd whtt i»ot^ik9 if:be ^were one of 

ed boors. So, not being able to idweV. 
longer among those un^ateful plebeians, 
inrho, although unable to defend themselves 
by their proper strength, will nevertheless 
aMow the noble foreign cavalier who en- 
gages with them nothing beyond his dry 
wages, which no honourable spirit Mall put 
in competition with a liberal licence and 
honourable countenance, I resolved to leave 
the service of the Mynheers. And hearing 
at this time, to my exceeding satisfaction, 
that there is something to be doing this 
summer in my way in this my dear native 
country, 1 am come hither, as they say, 



I 
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like a beggar to a bridal, in order to give 
uny . loving : countrymen the advantage of 
that experience which I have acquired in 
foreign parts. &> your lordship has an out- 
line of my brief story^ excepting those pas- 
sages, of action in the lield» in leaguers, 
storms^ and onslaughts, whilk would be wea- 
risome to narrate, and might, peradven- 
ture, better befit any other tongue than 
ihine own.'* 
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CHAPTER m. 

For pk«s-of irigltt let statesmen vexihcir hesA^ 
Battle's my ^[msiness^ and my guerdon bread ; 
And^ with the sworded Switzer^ I can say^ 
The best of caDoaes is the beat of pay. 

DoirkjE. 
« 

Th£ difficulty and narrownev of the 
road had by this time become such as to 
interrupt the conversation of the travel- 
lersi and Lord Menteith, reining back his 
horse» held a moment's private comKrsa- 
tion mth his domiestics. The Ciiptaini, who 
BOW led the van of thC: pa^ty^ after about 
a quarter of a -mile's slow and toilsome ad- 
vance up a broken and rugged tascenty 
emerged into an upland valleyi to which a 
Boountain stream, acttd as drain^ md b£» 
forded sufficient rpom upon.its greensward 
banks for the travellers to pursue their 
journey in a more social manner. 
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Lord Menteith accordingly resumed the 
oonversatlon, which had been interrupted 
bj the difficulties of the way. << I should 
have thought,"*^ mi^ hp ip ^Captain Daiget* 
ty, ^* that a cavalier of your honourable 
mark/ who ih«tii so long" 4Uio«ped the va- 
liant King of Sweden, 9nd eDtertaijis such 
a suitable cavix^^i ibr xba ^^lase JDiiecha^ 
iiical Slates of Holland , would not have 
hesitated to embrace the cause of King 
Charie«, ^ 'pf eiferenoe 40 tkit of the' low- 
iMr^i ronnd^heitd^, ' ^canfiiiig %na»Fe3 who 
afe%if€^lion ftgalmit^hfe'duffi^rity.** 
<Mffiij^e speMc maM^rfbty, my'4btd»'* said 
B6}g$ty, ^^nn&yCtkef^ ^kiHbue,^l liiigtit. 
bie fodttecfd 40 "See thetmttter In the-Mmcf 
Hgfet, ■'But, «>y '^loi^* • there^-is ^ 'soutbern 
p^vi^-li^ne «WoTd« 4)»tter'iio ^mm^ir. 
Ph«ivi^*hefi«sftieiioiigh ^Bce9*catac{4)ei^^^td 
m^Sfy^ lntf^lb4t a eavfiHer 'cf fadil<our ^ii ^(fm 
^ tb'ti^«Hy*i>arty^n 'ti^ <Afil' eUibrdttmeiit 
M^^h^^1sAy^tM^pfiWt^o for his 

d^nipMliSifit; 'I.oyiAty4s76ur pess-word, 
nty lord— ^lilbeity, »M«rs «BOlber lehieid 
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from the other side of tlje strath— the King, 
shouts one— the Parliaaient, roars another 
—Montrose for ever, cries Donald, waving 
his bonnet— ^Argyleund Leven,crie»asouth- 
coontry Saun4efs, vapouring with his hat 
and feather. Fight for the bishops, says a 
priest, with hts gown and rochet — Stand 
stout for the kirk, cries a minister, in a Ge* 
neva^cap and band.— Grood watch- words all 
^-.exjcellent watch- words. Whilk cause is 
the best I cannot say. But sure am I that 
I have fought knefc-deep inH^lood naany a. 
day ^Dr.oqe that was ten^degfees worse than 
tbe worst of them a'." 

" And pr^y. Captain Dalgetty,** said his 
lordship, ** since the pretensions of both 
parties seem to you so equals will you 
please to inform us by what circumstances 
ypur preference will be determined ?" 

" Simply <upoi^ two c<»isideration5, ray 
lord,'* answered the soldier. " Being, fi^st, 
on which side my services would be in most 
honourable request:— And, secondly, whilk 

. VOL. III. I 
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is a €OT(Ahry of the first, on whilk puiy 
they are likely to be most gratefully rtquu 
ted. And» to deal plainly with you, Vfxj 
lord, my opinion at present doth on both 
points rather mdioe to the side of the Par* . 
liament/* 

<* Your reaaons, if you please/' said Lord 
Menteith» ** and perhaps I may be able to 
meet them with others which are more 
powerful." 

f< Sir, I shall be an^nable to reason," 
mid Captain Da^etty^ *< supposing ii ad-> 
dresses itself to my honour and my inte* 
rest Well, then, my lord, liere is a sort of 
Highland host assembled, or expected to 
assemble, in th^se wild hills, iii the Kii^s 
behalf. Now, sir, ypu know the nature of 
our Highlanders. I will not deny them to be 
a peo|^e stout in body and valiant in heart, 
and courageous enough in their own wild 
way of fightii^, which is as remote from the 
usages andtdisciplines of war as ever was 
that of the ancient Si^ythians, or of the s&U 
vage Indians, of America tliat now is They 



kavetit sae mieUe as a German whistle, or 
a dnrm, to beat a march, an aiatm, a charge, 
a retresfc, a reteittee, or the tattoo, or aoj 
other pcmtt of war j and th^r damnable 
skiriin^ pipes, whilk they t&etnt^es pre* 
tend to underataridy are as unintelli^ble to 
the ears of any cavaliero accustomed to ci- 
vilised: warfate. So that, were I underta- 
king to diScijAttoe soch a breethleis mob, 
it were impossible for me to be understood ; 
and; if I were undisnstood', ^^dge ye, my 
lord, what chance I had of beinj; obeyed 
aoMmg a bai^ ^ half salvaiges, who are ac- 
curtomed to pay: to their own lairds and 
chiefs, allenarly, that respect and obedter^ce 
whilk ought to be paid to commissionate 
officers. If I were teaching them to form 
battalia by extracting the ^uare root, that 
is, by forming your square battaIionf>f equal 
number of men of rank and file, correspond* 
ing to the square root of the full number 
present,; what return could I expect for com- 
municating this golden secret of military tac- 
tic» except it may be a dirk in my wamci on 

11 
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^oiog some M^Alister Mof e, M^Shemei oi 
CappmiiLe^ in the flank or rear, vwhen bi» 
dakned to be in the van ?-^Trulyt > weli 
saith holy writ, ' if ye oast petiik ;be£0ire 
swioe» they will turn again and rpnd.ye,'^ 

" 1 believe, Anderson,'* aaid Lar(L JVf eo- 
tetth) looking back to aae of his servants, 
tu botk weitt close behind Inn, << you csa 
assure d» gentleinanv we shall ha^eniove 
occasion fee eixperieiiced offieei^, 2md be 
more disposed to profit by tiseir instruc- 
tions, than be seems to be aware of^^ . 

" With youT honour's permission/' said 
Andersmi, respectfully rai^ng his cap,, 
«* when we ar^joined by the Iri^ jniantry 
who are expected, istnd who should be land- 
ed before now, we shall have need of good? 
soldiers to discipline our levies." . 

*« An<N should like well«^very well, to be 
employed in such service," said Dalgetty ; 
« the Irish are pretty fellows — very pretty 
fellows — I desire to see none better in the; 
field, I once saw a brigade of Irish, at the^ 
inlaking of Fruiikfort upon, the CMer, stand 

13 



t0 it with sword and pike until they beat 
<0ff the bliee and yellow Swedish brigades> 
esteemed as «toiit as any that fought und^r 
tbeifnmtortalGusrtavu^ And although stout 
fiepburo, valiant Lutnsdale, courageous 
Monroe, with myself and other cavaliers, 
tnkde entry el&ewfaere at point of pike, yet, 
itakd we jidl aietwith saeh opposit;»>D, we had 
retttraed widh great loss and little profit. 
Wherefore these vatnint Irishes, being all 
^at to the $word, a^ is usual in such cases, 
4ki ne^ercbaleM gain immortal praise and 
'honour; sothttt, for their sakes, I have 
always loved and honoured those of that 
nation nett to' my own country of Scot- 
lami.** 

» •* A edmftiand of Irish,*' said Menteilb, 
^ 1 think I could almost promise. you, 
should yon be disposed to eurbrace the 
royal cause.*' 

'" « And yet," said Captain Dalgetty, « my 
secbnd and greatest diificulty remains be- 
hind ; fdr, although I hold it a mean and 
sordid thing for a soldado to have nothing 
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in bis mbuth but pajr and j^k^ like the 
base cuUioQS, tke Gcf man . lasz-kasferhtef 
^hom I mentioned bafocej; wad adbou^ 
i wilt maiataiatt.with mj aword^ that ho^ 
nour is to be preferred belbce pay^ frw^ 
quarters^ aod arrears^ yet» emtiMri^ a aot- 
dier's pay being the eomilerpait of hit 
eogageauent of service, it becomes a wiae 
and constderate cavaUer to coMide? vbat 
remuneration be is, to receive for bis sef« 
vice, and from what funds it is to be paid. 
And truly, from what I can see and hear, 
the Convention are the piirae-fttaat^iau The 
Highlanders, indeed, may be kept in ha- 
Biour, by allowing them to steal cs^ttle; 
and for the Irishes, your lordship and 
yoiir ncri^le assocHates may, aecordippto 
the practice of the wars in. such cases, pay 
them as seldom or as. little «s may wk 
your pleasure or convenience ; but itbe 
same siode of treatment doth^iMit ^ppiy tO' 
« cavalieir/like.me, who must keep ^p his 
horses, servapts, arnjs, and pipage, and 
who neither can, nor will, go to warfara 
iipon his own charges*'* 



•A L£0fiNil OF MO^STHOtll. 199 

AiiderBoOy the domestic wha had before 
upoken, now respectfully addressed his 
roaster— *• I think, my lord,** he staid, " that, 
under yowr lordship*^ favour, I cfiuild say 
ffomething to remove Captain Dalgetty's 
second objection also. He asks u^ wher« we 
are to collect our pay ? Hovr, ki my poor 
mind, the resources are as open to us as^t# 
the Covenanters, They tax the country 
according to their pleasure, and dilapidate 
the estates of the King's frieiidsi ; now, were 
we once in the Low Country, with our 
Highlanders and our Irish at our baeks^ 
and our swords in our hands, we can find 
many a fat traitor whose ill gotten wealth 
shall 611 our military chest and satisfy our 
soldiery. Besides, eonfiscatioas will fall in 
thick, aird in giving donations of forfeited 
lands to every adventurous cavalier who 
joms his standard, the King will at once 
reward his friends and punish his enemies. 
In short, he that joins these Roundhead 
dogs may get some miserable pittance of 
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pay-— he that joins our standard has a 
chance to be knight, lord, or earl, if luck 
serve him/* 

•' Have you ever served, my good 
friend ?" said the Captain to the spokes* 
man. 

•' A little, sit, in these our domestic 
quarrels/' answered the man^ modestly. 

" But never in Germany or the Low 
Countries ?" said Dalgetty. 

•* I never had the honour," answer-ed An- 
derson. 

" I profess," said Dalgetty, addressing 
Lord Menteith, ** your lordship's servant 
has a sensible, natural, pretty idea of mili- 
tary matters ; somewhat irregular though, 
and smeUs a little too much of seliing the 
bear's skin before he has hunted hiiu. I 
will take the matter^ ho wever, into my con* 
aidcr-atiom" . 

«* Do so. Captain," said Lord Menteith ; 
•* you will have the night to think of it, for 
we are now near the house, where I hope 
to insure you a hospitable reception," 
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•* And that is what will be very wel- 
come,'' said the Captain, '* for I have tasted 
no food since day- break but a farl of oat 
cake, which I divided with my horse. So 
I have been fain to draw my sword-belt 
three bores tighter for very extenuattion, 
lest hunger and heavy iron sboukl make 
the gird slip." 
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CHAPTER IV. 

» 

I 
f 

Once OB a tirae^ do matter when^ . 

• • • .- J 

Some Glunimies met in « gten ; 

Aft deft and tigbt as ever vare 

A durk, a t«u^ge» aod 8 claymore* 

ftbort hose, and belted plaid or trews» 

In Uist, Lochaber, Skye, or X^weSr 

Or oover'd hard head with t bi>nnet ; 

Had yon bot known tbem you wouU <Mira k. * 

A HILL was now before the travellers, 
covered with an ancient forest of Scot- 
tish firs, the topmost of which, flin^ng their, 
scathed branches across the western faori- 
ton, gleamed ruddy in the setting sun. In 
the centre of this wood rose the towefs,. or 
rather the chimneys, of the house^ or castle, 
as it was called, destined for the end oC 
their journey. 

As usual at that period^ one or two high- 
ridged narrow buildings, intersecting and 
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i^TMiiDg eacK other, formed the corps de* 
logis. A projecting bartizan or two, with ' 
the addition of small turrets at the angles, 
much resembling pepper 1)oxes, had procu* 
red for Darolinvarach.the dignified appel- 
lation of a castie. It was surrounded by a 
low court-yard wall, within which were the 
tisual and necessary offices* 

As the travellers approached more near* 
ly, they discovered marks of recent addi- 
tions to the defeoees of the place, which had 
been- suggested doubtless by the insecurity 
of these troublesome times. Additional 
loop-holes for musketry were struck out is 
different parts of the building and of its 
surrounding wall. The windows had been 
of new f:arefully secured by ertancheona^ of 
iron, crossing each other athwart and end^ 
long like the grates of a prison. The door 
of the court-yard was shut, and it was only 
after cautiouschallenge that one of itsleavesr- 
wias opened by two domestics, both strong 
Highlanders, and both under arms, like 

iaa and Fandams in the iSneid, ready 
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to defend the entrance if 9iigbt hostile baA 
' ventured an intFusioo. 

When the travellers were admitted int^ 
the court, they found adtUtionftl prqpMnk- 
tions for defence. The walk were scaffi>ldr 
ed for the use of fire-arms, and (me or twa 
of the small guns, called sackersand £alcons» 
were mounted at the angles and. flanking 
turrets. 

More domestics, both in the Highland 
and Lowland dres^ instantly rushed finm 
the interior of the mansion, and some 
hastened to take the horses of the stran<* 
gers, while others waited to mar^aU them 
a wajr into the dwelliiig- house. But Cap- 
tain Dalgetty refused the proffered assiat<k. 
ance of those who wished .to relieve hiB» 
of the charge of his horse. ** }t is my cus^ 
tom, my friends, to see Gustavus (for so I 
have called him after my invincible mastetf^ 
accommodated myself; we are old.fnends 
and ^fellow travellers, and as I olten ncttfl 
the u$e of his legs, I always lead, him in my 
turn the service of my tongue, to call for 
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•i^batever he has occasion for ;" and accord- 
ingly he strode into the stable after his 
steed without farther apology. ' 

Neither Lord Menteith nor his attend- 
ants paid the same attention to their horses^ 
but,' leaving them to the pfdffered care of 
the servants of the place, walked forward 
iilto the hoiise, where a sort of dark vaults 
ed vestibule displayed, among other misi 
cellaneous articles^ a huge barrel of two- 
penny ale, beside which were ranged two or 
three wobden queichs or bickers, ready, it 
would appear, for the service of whomso- 
ever thought proper to employ them. Lord 
Menteith applied himself to the spigot, 
drank without ceremony, and then handed 
ttoe stoup to Anderson, who tbilowed his 
fuarter's example, but not until he bad 
flung but the drop of ale which remained,' 
and slightly rinsed the wooden cup. > 

•< What the dell, roan," said an old If igh- 

land servam belonging to the family, " can 

>she no drink after her ain roaster wkhoiit 



wmIm^ the cup Mid fspS^ag the ote^ md^ 
bedttiiHied to ker r^ 

^' I was bced m France^*' auwered Ai»» 
deraoi^ ^* where nc^ody dtinks after. aa»^ 
plheir 0itt of the same cup^ unless it be afteB^ 
• yowig lady."* 

^vThe testis io their nicety,'' aid DKHMddK 
•^and if the ale be igude, fat the waur ]#t 
thai afiotfaer man's beard's been in tbe^^ 
queich before ye ?" 

Anderson's companion cfamnk wittemt 
observii^ the ceremony which had giwQ 
Donald so much ofiboee, and both of them^ 
fottoH'cd their muter into the low arebeid - 
^tone hall^ which was the common re** 
dezvous of a Highland family. A Isjrgt fife 
of pe^ts in the hage chimoey at the upper 
end shed a dim light throqgh the apart- 
mentt and wua rendered necesi^ry by tlie 
dtmpi by which, even during the summer^ 
the apartment was rendered uncomfortable. 
Twenty m thirty tai^ts» as many day- 
mores^ with dirits, and plaids, and guotft 
both m«tdi-lock and firelock, and long* 
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ta0«9y aad croshbo^, and Lochaber axti^ 
and coats of pUte armour, and steel b«m^ 
netib and head pieces, and the more aiv 
ctent babei^geonSf or shirts of reticulated 
mail^ with hood aad sleevta oorrespoading 
to it, all hung in confusion about the walls» 
and vould have farmed a months smuse* 
ntent to a member of a modern antiquarian 
society* Bat such thmgs were too familiar 
to attract mtich observation on the part of 
tha> present spectators. 
,. There was a large clumsy oaken table, 
which the hasty hoq»tality* of the domes* 
tic.who h^d before spoken, immediately 
spread with milk, buttar, goat-milk cheesff 
a flagon of beer, and a flask of usquebae, 
designed for the refreshment of Lord Men^ 
teith^ while an inferior servant made sl» 
miliar preparations at the bottom of the ta* 
ble for the benefit of his attendants* The 
apsjee which intervened between them was, 
according to the manners a£ the times, suf- 
ficient distinction between master and ser- 
Tiuiti^ even (hough the former was, as in 
the present instance, of high rank. Mean- 
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^Mle they stood by the fire, tbe young 
nobleman undd* the chimney, and his set- 
Tfmts at some little distance. 

^« What do you think, Anderson,** said 
ithe former, " of our fellow traveller ?** 

*• A stout fellow,** replied Anda'soni, 
^ if all be good that is upcome. I wish 
we had twenty such to put our Teagues in- 
to some sort of discipline,** 

•* I differ from you, Anderson,** said 
Lord Menteith ; «< I think this -fellow Dal- 
getty is one of those horse-leeches, whose 
tippetite for blood being only shaipened i>y 
'what he has sucked in foreign couiiftries, 
*he is now returned to batten upon that of 
fais own. Shame on the pack of these mer- 
cenary swords-men! they have made the 
name of Scot through all £urope equiva- 
lent to tliat of a pitiful mercenary, who 
knows neither honour nor principle but 
bis month's pay, who transfers his alle- 
giance from standard to standard, at the 
pleasure of fortune or the best bidder j and 
to whose insatiable thirst for plunder arid 
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warm quarters we owe much of that civil 
dissension which is now turnini^ our swords 
against our own bowels. I had scarce pa- 
tience with the hired gladiator, and yet 
could hardly help laughing at the extremi- 
ty of his imptidence." 

•• Your lordship will forgive me," said 
Anderson, " if I recommend to you in the 
present circumstances, to conceal at least a 
part of this generous indignation ; we can- 
not, urifoPtunately,do our work withoat«tbe 
assistance of those who act' on baser mo- 
tives than our own. To use the canting 
phrase of the saints in the Engh'sh Parlia. 
inent, we cannot spare the assistance of 
$ucli fellows as our friend the soldado i the 
s©ns of Zeruiah are still too many for us*" 
* ** I must dissemble, then, as well as I 
bah," said Lord Menteith, ** as I have hu 
therto done, upon your hint. -But I wwh 
the fellow at the devil with all my hearth" 

^* Ay, but still you must remember, my 
lord," resumed Anderson, " that to cupe 
the bite of a scorpion, you must crush an* 



other ftcorpioci on the wound-*— but stop^ 
-we shall be overheard.'* 

From a side-door in the hall glided a 
Highlander into the apartment, whose lofty 
8tature» complete equipments as well as th& 
feather in his bonnet, and the confidence 
of his demeanour^ announced to be a per- 
tt>o of superior rank. He i^^alked slonv^ 
up to the table^ and made no answer t6 
Lord Menteithi who^ addressing him by the 
same of Allan, asked him how he did* 

** Ye manna speak to her e*en bow,* 
whispered the old attendant 

The tail Highlander, sinking down upon 
the open settle next the fire, fixed his 
ajres upon the red embers and the huge 
heap et turf, and seemed buried in pro- 
found abstraction. His dark eyes and wild 
and enthasiastic features bore the air of 
cme who, deeply impressed with his own 
subjects of meditation, pays litlie attentioit 
to exterior objects. An air of gloomy se- 
iFerity, the fruit perhaps of ascetic and so^ 
Utary habits^ might, in a Lowlander, have 



been ascribed to religion faaatieiMi ; hut 
by that disease of the xfrnd, then soi Qoms' 
moQ both in England and the I<ow Coan« 
tiy of Scotland, the Highlanders of this pe- 
riod -were rarely iafecti&d. They bad, how^* 
ever, their own snperatitiona, which overw 
clouded the mind with tbicfc^cafning la^ 
deSf as eompletely aa the pttrittnism^of 
Iheirneighboura. 

^* Hh lord^ip's honpurt" said the H%tw 
land servant, sideling up to Lord Mt»r 
teUh, and speakipg in a ve^ low tone, 
•* his lordship manna spenk to AIIm evm 
jpow, £ur the clo^ud is upon his mind/' 

Lord Meptekh no4d.edf and took no 
fai*ther notice of the reserved mouiUaineen 

^< Said I not," said the latter, sudd^jr 
fai^ng his stately person upright, and look4 
i^g at tl^e doqnesti^'^r-^ said I n<H that fow 
were to come, and her^ stand but three om 
(be halL floor?!' 

<< In troth did ye say si^» Allan,'' said 
(t^old Highlander, ** and here's the f^urtb 
«nn cami^S^^x^mg in <^t tii« yelt e'en now 
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fr^tkn the stable, for he's shelled like a par- 
tdn wi' aim on back and breast, haunch 
and shanks* And am I to set her chair up 
wear the Menteith's, or down wi' the ho- 
nest gentlemen at tne foot of the table ?* 
* Lord Menteith himself answered 4he en- 
quiry by pointing to a seat beside hfis own. 

**' And here she comes,'* said Donald, as 
Captain Daigetty entered the hail ; *< and 
I hope gentiemeris will all take bread and 
ffeeese, as we say in the gleii«i until better 
meat be ready, itntil the Tiernaeb comes 
back ftae the hill wi* the southern gentle- 
folks, and then, Dugald Cook will shew 
iitmself wi* his kid and Hll venison/* '^ 

In the mean time, Captain Daigetty had 
entered -the apartment, and walking tip to 
tiie seat placed next Lord Menteith, wifcs 
leaning on the bactc of* it with his arnss 
folded. Anderson and his companion waif- 
ed at the bottom of the table, in a respect* 
fol attitude, until they should' receive per- 
mission to ?reat themselves ; while three or 
fourHighlanders^ under the direction of oM 
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Donald, ran hither and thither to bring ad- 
ditipoai articles of food, or stood s^i t# 
give atteodance upon the goesls*. 

In the midst of these preparafciona, Atlaa 
suddenly' started up, and snatcbiog a lamp 
from the hand of an attendant, held it close 
to .Daljgettj's face, while he perused hiB 
jfeatures with the most heediul and grave 
attention. 

. •* By my honour," said Dalgetty, half 
displeased, as, mysteriously shaking his 
head, Allan gave up the scrutiny — ^> I trow 
that lad and I will ken each ^other when w^ 
Bieet again/' 

Meanwhile Allan strode to the bottom 
0f the table, and having, by the aid of his 
lamp, subjected Anderson and his~co«ipa^ 
nton to the same investigation, stood a mo^ 
ment a& if in deep reflection, then touching 
his forehead, suddenly seized Anderson by 
the arm, and befoie he could offer any effec* 
tual resistance, half led and half dragged 
him to the vacant seat at the upper end, 
and having inade a mute intimation'tbat he 



Sli TALES OF Iknr UllSXXLORb. 

rfiould there place hiEnself, he harriidd the 
Mldado with the same uncecemonioas pre- 
cipitation to the bottom of the tabte# The 
Captain,, exceedingly incensed at tbb ftee- 
derm, endeavoured to shake Allan from 
btm with iriolence^ but, powerful as he 
nvasy he proved in the struggle inferior 
to the gigastk mouataineer, who threw 
. him off with such violence, that aftof red- 
ing a few paces he fell at lull length, and 
the vaulted hall rang with the clash of his 
armour. When he arose, his first action wm 
to draw bis sword aiMi to fly at Allan, who, 
with folded arms, seemed to await his oi^ 
set with the most, scornful indi£Eerence* 
Lord Menteith and his attendants wter« 
posed to preserve peace, wh^ the High- 
landers, snatching weapons from the wallb 
seemed prompt to increase the broil. 

«* He is mad," whispered Xiord Meo- 
teitb, ^' he is perfectly mad; there is na 
purpose in quarrelling with him^^' 

^' If you are assured that he is noB eom^ 
pas mentis^*' said Cajptain Dalgetty, " the 
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ivhilk hki breedifig and behavkMir seem to 
testify, tbe matter tmistend here, aeeii^thac 
a madman can neither give aa afiront» nor 
render honourable satisfaction. But by my 
saul, if I had bad my provant and a bottle of 
llheAish under my belt, I should have stood 
other ways up to him. And yet it's a pity 
h^ should be sae weak in the inteUectualat 
being a 3trong proper man of body» fit to 
handle . pikje, morgenstern, ^ or any other 
military implement whatsoever."* 



* This was a sort of clob or mace used in the earHir 
part of the sixteenth century in the defence of breaches 
and walls. When the Germans insulted a Scotch re- 
giment then beseiged in Trailsund^ saying they hearS 
there was a ship come from Denmark to thefn laden witli 
tobacco pipes, <* One of our soldiers^'* says Colonel 
Robert Monro, '' shewing them over the work a Mor« 
genstern> made of a large stock banded with iron» Itka 
die shaft of a halbert, with a round globe at the end 
with cross iron pikes, saith, ' here is one oF 'the to* 
bacco pipes» wherewith we will beat out your braiot 
when you intend to storoi us."* 
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Beace was thus restoredi and the pairty 
seated themselves agreeably to their form- 
er arrangement, with which Allan, who had 
now returned to his settle by the fire, and 
seemed again immersed in meditation, did 
aot again interfere. Lord Menteith,addres3- 
ing the principal servant, hastened to start 
some theme of conversation which might 
obliterate all recollection of the' fray that 
had taken place. ^* The laird id at the hilt 
then, Donald, I understand, and some Eng- 
li^ strangers with him V 

•* At the hill he is, an it like your ho- 
nour, and two Saxon calabaleres are with 
him sure enough; and that is Sir Miles 
Musgrave and Christopher Hall, both from 
the Cumraig, as I think they call their 
country.'* 

•^ Hall and Musgrave ?" said Lord Men- 
teith, looking at his attendants, ^* the very 
men that we wished to see.*' , 

«< Troth," said Doaald, « an' I vriab I 
had never seen them between the eeo, for 



A^fEOWD OF MQN^^OSX* 1|];7 

t^^'re; come to k&ny u» out o' house aad 

baV . 

. *' Why, Donald," aald Lord Menteith, 
V you did not use to be so churlish of your 
t)eef and ale ; southland though they be, 
they'll scarce eat up bH the cattle that's 
going on the Castle maJns^r" 

<< Teil care an they did," said Donald, 
f< an^ that war the warst o't, for we have a 
wli^en canny tr^wsmea h^e that wadna 
let us want if there was a horned beast 
atween this and Perth. But this is a warse 
job«*^ts nae less than a wager." 

^ A wager 1" repeated Lord Menteith, 
with some surprise. 

" Trothi" continued Donald, to the full 
as eager to tell his news as Lord Menteith 
was curious to hear them, ^* as your lord- 
ship is a friend and kinsman o' the house, 
an' as ye'll liear aneugh o't in less than an 
hour, I may as weel tell ye mysel. Yd sail 
be pleased then to know, that when our 
lidird was up in England, where he gangs 

VOL. III. < K 
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<rflener tban his friends c^n wish. He wai 
biding at the house o' this Sir Miles Mds* 
grave, an' there was putten on the table 
six candlesticks, that tiiey tell me wdire 
twice as muckle as the candlesticks in 
Dumbkne kirk, and neither airn, brass, nor 
tin, but a' solid silver nae lessj-^up wi 
their English pride, has sae nnickle, and 
kens sae little how to guide it ! Sae they 
began to jeer :he Laird, that he saw nae 
sic graith in his ain poor country j and the 
Laird, 'scorning to hae his country put down 
without. a word for its credit, swore, like a 
<Tude iScotsman, that he had mair candle- 
Sticks, and better candie^icks, in liis ain 
castle at hame, thau'lvere ever lighted in a 
hall in Cumberlattd, an Cumberland be the 
name o' the country." 

<' That was patriotically said,'* said Lord 
Menteith. * * > ' 

** Fary true — but her honokir haid better 
hae haudeh her tongue, for if ye Say ony 
thing amang the Saxons that's a wee by ot- 
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dinary^tbey clink ye down for a wager'Asiast * 
as a Lowland smith would hammer shoon 
on a Highland shelty. An' so the Laird 
behoved either to gae back o* his word, or 
wager twa hundred merks ; and so he e'en 
took the wager, rather than be shamed wir 
the Uke o' them. And now he's like to get 
k to pay, and I'm thinking that's what make& 
him sae sweer to come hame at e'en." 

*f Indeed," said Lord Menteith, <« from 
my ideaof your family plate, Donald, your 
master is certain to lose such a wager." 

"Your honour may swear that; an' 
where he's to get the siRer I kenna, al- 
though he borrow out o' twenty purses. 
I advised him to pit the twa SaKon gentle- 
men and their servants cannily into the pit 
o' the tower till they gae up the bargain of 
free gude-will, but the Laird winna hear 



reason." 



Allan, here started up, strode forward, 
and interrupted the conversation, saying to 
the domestic in a voice like thunder, *^ And 



' how dared you to give my brother such 
drsbonourable advice? or how dare you to 
say he will lose this or any other wi^r 
which it is his pleasure to lay ?" 

«• Troth, Allan M'Aulay/' answered the 
old man, " it's no for my father's son to 
gainsay what yourfather's son thinks fit tO^ 
say, an' so the Laird may no doubt win his 
wager. A' that I ken against it is, that the 
teii a candlestick, or ony thing like it, is 
in the house, except the auld aim brancheg 
that hae been here since Lakd Kenneth^d 
time, and the tin sconces that your father 
gard be made by auld Willie Winkie the 
tinkler, mair be token that de*il an unce of 
siller plate or vessel is about th^ house Rt 
a', forby. the lady's auld posset dish, that 
wants the cover and ane o*^ the lugs/' 

•« Peace, old man !" said Allan, fiercely ; 
«* and do you, gentlemen, if your rrfectiota 
is finishecj, leave this apartment clear ; I 
must prepare it fot the reception of these 
southern guests*"^ 



X 



«< Come away," said the donijestic^ pulU 
iog Lord Menteitfa by the sleeVe ^ ** hif 
hour is on him/' said be, looking towardf 
Allan, «* and he; will not 1^ controuled/' 

Tliey left the hall accordingly. Lord 
Meateith suid the Captain being ushered 
one way by old Donald, and the two at* 
tendants conducted elsewhere by another 
Highlanden The former had scarcely 
reached a sort of withdrawing, apactinent 
ere tbey were joined by, the lord of the 
mansion, Angus M* Aulay by name, find hisf 
English guests. Great jc^ was expre^fed 
by all parties, for Lojrd Menteith and th^ 
English gentlemen were well known to 
each other, and on Iiord Menteith's. intro- 
duction. Captain Djdgetty was well r^cei* 
ved by the. Laird. But after the first bur^t 
of hospitable joy was over, Lord Menteith 
could observe that there was a shade of sad- 
ness on t)ie brow of his Highland friend. 

^* You must have heard," said Sir Chris- 

♦ 

topher Hall, << that our fine undertaking 
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in Cumberland is all blown up. The fni- 
litia would not march into Scotland, and 
your prick.ear*d Covenanters have been 
too hard for our fnends^ in the southern 
shires. And so, understandingHherie-is to 
be some stirring work here, Musgrave and 
f, rather than sit idle at home, are come to 
have a campaign - among your - kilt? and 
plaids.** • . . . a 

^ «* I hope you have brought arms, meri,^ 
and money with you,** said Lord Menteitb, 
smiling. ' "- 

" Only some dozen or two of troopers, 
whom we left at the last Lowland village,** 
saSd Musgrave, •* and trouble enough we 
had to' get them so fkr.'* 

"As for money,** said his companion, 
" we expect a small supply from our friend 
and host here.** 

The Laird now, colouruig highly, took 
Menteith a little apart^ and expressed te 
him his regret that he had faHen iiittt a 
foolish blunder. 
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*^ I beard of it from Ppnald/? said Ibord 
MeDteith, scarce able to suppiesi a smile. 

« . Devil take that old man,*' said M* Au- 
ky, !f be would tell every thing, were it to 
'60st oneone's life ; but it's ho jesting mat- 
ter to yo^ neither, my Lord, for I reckon 
on your friendly and firaternal benevolencet 
.as a n^ar kinsma»of our houses to help me 
^imtwith the money daetothese^cl&pud. 
dings ; or else, to be plain wi*^ ye, the de^il 
ca Mf Aulay will there be -at the muster*^ for 
euise me if I:do not turn Covenanter ra- 
ther thain fajce these fellows without ' pay^ 
ing J^fatfm ^ aad^ at the besit, I shall be ill 
'Enough* ofl^ getting both^the scaith and the 
iscorn," \ ^ 

•< You may suppose^ cousin,** said Loixi 
Menteith, *^ I am not too w^ell equipt just 
4fK)w; but you may be assured I shall en- 
deavottr to> help you as well as: I can, for 
^the sake of old^ kind]red, neighbourhood, 
and klfiance/' 

" Thank ye-^hank ye-*-4h»nk ye,^^ rei- 
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terat^ M' Au]ay } ^ jaiid as tbey sbct to 
spend tba money in tfae King's aervici;, 
what ^signifies wiiether ydii, thty, or I pay 
it-wwe area' one man?8 baarns* I hope. 3i& 
you must help me oiit; tob» or el^e I shaft 
be iisr taking to Andnw Ferrara ; ferlKke 
not to be treated like a liair or a braggart 
at my own board-*eiid» Wlien^ Ood knowa» 
I only meant to support my honour^ and 
tlMit of my family and country.'' . * 

Dondd^ as tbey wece speakings eAteredl^ 
with rather 4 bttther &ce than he migbt 
havie been expected to wear, considering 
the impending fate of his master's purse 
and credit. ^ Gentlemens, h^ dinner la 
ready, and her candlea^ are U^^tedlM^ .sai4 
Donalds with a strong gutttiral emphisis oa 
the last clause of bis speech« 

^^ What the devil cun he mean ?" aaW 
Mu^rave'f locking to his c<>utitrym«if > 

Lord Menteith put the same questidti 
with his eyes tp the Laird, which M^A&lay 
answered by shaking his Jiead« . 
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A short dispute about precedence some* 
what delayed their leaving the apartment 
Lord Menteith insisted upon yielding up 
that which belonged to his rank, on consi- 
deration of his being in his own country, 
and pf his near connection with the family 
|n which they found themselves. The 
two English strangers, therefore, were first 
ushered into the hall, where an unexpect? 
ed display awaited them. The. large oaken 
table was spread with substantial joints of 
meat, and seats were placed in order for 
the guests* Behind ev^ry seat stood a gi- 
gantic Highlander, completely dressed and 
armed after the fashion of his country, 
holding in his right hand his drawn sword, 
with the point turned do wq wards, and in 
the left, a blazing torch made of the bog- 
pine. This wood, found in the morasses, 
is so full of turpentine,^ that, ^hen split and 
dried, it is frequently used ii^ theJEIigh- 
lands instead of candles* The unexpect- 
ed and somewhat starting apparition wi^ 
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seen by the red glare of the torches, which 
displayed the wild features, unusual dress; 
andglittering arms of those who bore them, 
while the smoke, eddying up to the roof of 
the halli over-canopied them with a volume 
of vapour. - Ere the strangers had recover- 
ed from their surprise, Allan stept forward^ 
and pointing with his sheathed broad-sword 
to the torch-bearers, said, in a deep and 
stern tone of voice, ** Behold, gentlemen 
cavaliers,^ the chandeliers of my brother's 
house, the ancient, fashion of bur ancient 
name; not one of these men knows, any 
law but their Chiefts command — Would you 
dare to compare to them in value the rich- 
est ore that ever was dug out of the mine? 
How say you, cavaliers ? — ^is your wager 
won or lost f* " 

•* Losti lost,** said Musgrave gaily — ^ my 
own silver candlesticks are all melted and 
riding on horseback by this time, and I 
wish the fellows that enlisted were -half as 
trusty as these. Here, sir^^ he added to 
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the Cbie^ " is your, money ; it impairs 
HaU's finances andmine somewhat^ but 
debts of honour must be sQttled/' . ^ 

*< My father's curse upon my father's 
SOD," said Allan, interrupting him, ** if he 
receive from you one penny. It is enough 
that you claim no right to exact from him 
what is his own." 

Lord Menteith eagerly supported Al- 
lan's opinion, and the elder M^AuIay rea^ 
dily joined, declaring the whole to be a 
fool's business, and not worth speaking 
more about. The Englishmen, after some 
courteous opposition, were persuaded to 
regard th0 whole as a joke. 

** And now, Allan," said the Laird^ 
•* please to remove your candles ; for, since 
the Saxon gentlemen have seen them, they 
will eat their dinner as comfortably by the 
iight of the old tin sconces without scom- 
fishing them with so much smoke." 

Accordingly^ at a sign from Allan, the 
living chandeliers, . recovering, their broad- 
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twcKdt, and holding the pmnt erect, march- 
ed oat of the ball, and left the guests to 
enjoy their refieshmaoit* 
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CHAPTER V. 

Thmby «» itekne «id BO M he g^ew> 
That his owne syre and nuoster <tf his guise^ 
' Did oiten tremble at his horrid Tiew ; 
And if fi>r dread of hurt would him advise^ 
ne 4iiigry beattes i|ot rashly to deqdse. 
Nor too much to provoke ; for he woold leame 
The lyon stoup to him la lowly wise, 
(A lei^n hard,) and make the Ubbard steame 
Leate iroaiii^, when in rage he for nevenge did esnie. - 

Spshse]^ 

Notwithstanding the proverbial epi- 
curism of the English,— proverbial, that 
is to say^ in Scotland at the period, — the 
English visitors made no figure whatever 
at the entertainment compared with the 
,portf^t9Us voracity of Captain Da^etty, 
although that gallant soldier had already 
/displayed much steadiness and pertinacity 
in his attack upon the refreshment set be- 
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fore them at their entrance, by way of for- 
lorn hope. He spoke to no one during 
the time of his meal y and it was not until 
the victuals were nearly withdrawn from 
the table, that he gratified' the rest of the 
company, who had watched him with 
some surprise, with adaoeounit'oftiie rea- 
sons why he ate so very fast and" so very 
long. ^^ 

'* The fcMrmer qualityv*' he said, •the 
had acquired while he filled a place at the 
bursar's table, at the Mareschal-CoUeg^ of 
Aberdeen, . when," said he, " if yoo. did 
not move your j^ws as fast as a pair of 
castanets, you were very unlikely to get 
anything to put between them. Arid aa> 
for the quantity of my foo<3,*be it ^ known 
to this honourabte company^* H3ontlnufea 
the Captain, •« that it's^ the diity of every 
commander of a fortress, on all occasions 
which offer, to secure as mdcli tnunitioh 
and vivers as their magaadines Cah possibly 
hpld, notknowing when they may have tb 
sustain a siege or k blockade. Upoti which 
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prrndpUy gentlemen/* said he, " when a 
caYalier finds that {Mrovant is good and 
di)undant9 ;ke wiiK in nsy estimation/ do 
trtsely to victual himself for at least thjpee 
;days, as Ihere is no knowing wjien he may 
come by another meah" > 

-^ The Laitd expressed his ac^uiescanee 
in the prudence of this principle, and re* 
commended to the veteran to add a tass of 
brandy and a flagon of claret to the sub^ 
stantial provisions he had already laid in^ 
to which proposal the Captain readily 
agreed^ > 

When dinner was. removed, and the ser. 
vants had withdrawn, excepting the Laird*s 
page or henchman, who remained in the 
apartment, to call for or bring whatever 
was wanted, or, in a word, to answer th^ 
purposes of a modern bell- wire, the con. 
versation began to turn upon polidcs, and 
the state of the country ; and Lord Men- 
teith inquired anJtioasly and partioularl^f 
.what clans were expected to join the pro* 
posed muster of the King's friends. 
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^ That depends mucb» my lord, on th^ 
person who lifts the banner,'' sakl the 
Laird ; ** foF you know we Highlanders 
are not easily commanded by one of our 
own Chiefs, or, to say the truth, by any 
other body. We have heard a rumour, in? 
deed, that Colkitto^that is, young CoL 
kitto, or Alaster McDonald, is come over 
the Kyle from Ireland, with a body of the 
Earl of Antrim's people, and that they had 
got as far as Ardnamurchan. They might 
have been here before now, but, I suppose^ 
they wanted to plunder the country ^as they 
came along." 

** Will Colkitto not serve you for, a 
leader, then ?^ said Xx>rd Menteith. 

<< Colkitto !" said Allan M*Aulay, scorn- 
fully } '' who talks of Colkitto ?-^Thexe 
lives but one man, whom we will follow^ 
and that is Montrose." 

<* But Montrose, sir," said Sir Christo^ 
pber Hall, *^ has not been heard of since 
our inefiectual attempt to rise in the North. 

8 



it is tbougb)t'h« has returned to the Kiisg 
at Oxford for further instructions." [ 

<< Retujrned T taid Allan, with a scorn- 
ful laugh i ^^ I could tell ye/ but it is not 
wortb my while; ye will know soon 
enooglb'' 

" By my hMi(Mir» ABan*'' said I^jrd Men- 
tdith, *^ yott wifl weary out yoor friends 
wilh thk intoUrahlef froward, and sullen 
huttOttr-*^Bat I know the reason/' added 
lie» Uugking;/' you have not seen Ajo^ 
not Lyie to-day." 

^* Wtom did you say I had not seen f' 
md Allan, steraly. 

<< Annpt Lyle, the fiury queen of song 
Md minstreby/ said Lord Menteith. 

^^ Would to God I were never to see 
her again/' said .Allan, i%hiog| ^* on eon^ 
^ iiHAn: th^ lame weird were laid im ycu !" 

<<. And why on me V^ said Lord Metir 
teith, eaf elessly. 

'^ Because," s»d Alfain, *' It is written in 
yiHiC^fi^rcfaead, that you are to be the rniA 
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, of each ot^her/' So s^yingyhe w&e up -and 
left the room. 

« Has. he b«en fcng in this* WAy f^ said 
Lord Meirteithi addressing ^is brother. 

** About three days/^ said Atigus ; << the 
fit is well nigh over, he wilt be better- to- 
•»orrow«-^Bot com^ geii4to»en/ don't let 
the tappit-hen seraugb to be ettptidd,?<^h<& 
King's heaUfai: King <Cha]dles^*s> heaUh,- and 
nay tlie covenanting dog* that refctie8^il» 
go .to Heaven by tb& road ^' of tiie Gratsa* 
market.* t. . : .:. 

'. The health was quickly emptied^, and 
as fast succeeded by another^ and'anotliv^ 
and- another, all of a party ;casti and en* 
forced in an earnest manner^ Captain 
Salgetty, however, thought it neeessary 
to enter a protests ^ 

if< Gentlemen eavaliers^'^^he said, ^I drilk 
tbese healths, pnmo, both out of respect ta 
this honourable and hosfutable roof-tree^ 
and MCfindb, beciR]fle«I hdd it not^jood to 
be pi^eoeese iiL sucb matters^ iisHrjkMih^ 
but I protest, agreeable to the warrant 
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dice granted ,by this honourable lord, that 
It shall be free to me, notwithstatiding my 
present complaisance, to take service w]4;h 
the €oveDanters to* morrow, providiBg I 
shall be so minded•^ 

r M^Aulay and his Eoglisb guests ^8tared 
at this declaration, which would hafve cerk 
tainly bred new disturbaao^ if Lord Men- 
teith had not taken uptho affiur, and ea^ 
plaim^ th<e circuaiatances and conditidns. 
<^ I trust," he concluded, *^ we shall be aUt 
to secure Captain Dalgetty's assistance to 
bur own party.**' 

^ ^ And if not,** said the Laird, •* I pro^ 
test, as the Captain says, that nothing that 
has passed this evening, not evta his ha- 
ving eaten my fatead and salt, and jdtdged 
me in brandy, Bourdeaux, or usquebac^, 
aball prejudice my cleaving him to. Uie 
neck-bone.** 

^ T^ou shall be heartily welcome,'/ said 
the Captain, << providing my sword cannot 
k^ep my head, which it haa done in worse 
dangers than your feud is likely ta make 
for meJ* 



Hef e Lord Meotdth again iotecpoMd^ 
and the eomord of the copipaay being wi*b 
tto amaU diffiodty restored, wai c^meated 
by mme^ deep earau^est Lord Meitteithj 
however, contrived to break up the, partjr 
eartier than waa the usage of the Castle, 
under pretence of fatigue and sn^poaitioik 
Thia mui isomeirfait to the dtaappointMnt 
of the y^Iiant Captaii^ wbo, . among other 
habita aaqpUred iH the XtOir Cowtrles^ had 
acquired both m di^pekitioo to drhp^s.anda 
capadtj to be^, an eocorbitaot quantity of 
strong liqnora* ^ . 

Their landlord usheced them in person 
to a sort of sleeping gaUery> 'm whicb^ therf 
was a four^posted hod, with tarjtan curtaini^ 
and a number of eribs» w long hamper^ 
phced along the waJ}, three of which^ weU 
atufi^ with blooning.heatherj were. pre- 
pared for the reception of gue8ts# 

M I need not teU your lardsllip>' said 
M^Aulay to Lord Menteith a little apart» 
*^ our Highland mode of quartering* Only 
that» not likiag you ahould sleep in the room 



alAttewith tlM Qermah kiidJotfp^, I hav9 
^ied foiT aerva1tts^ beds to be miide hen 
m the giUerj. By €r — d,' my loid^ tbeM 
9te times when men go to bed with a throat 
hsite and sound as ever awallotml bnnAy^ 
and before next morning it may be gaping 
like an oyster-riiell/' 

Lord Menteith tlmnked him sinceretyi 
sayingi *^ It ^m just the arrangement be 
Ktould hsve requested; for» altfaoegh he 
had not the least apprehension of vioieoce 
£rom Capt^n Dalgetty, yet Anderson was 
a better kind of person, a sort of gentie« 
man^ x»bom he always liked to have near 
hbperadii.'' 

^* I have not seen this Anderson," Hsaid 
M*Auky; *• did you hire him in Eng* 
land?" 

>♦ I did so/' said Lord Meilteith ; «< you 
will see the man to-morrow ; in the mean* 
tinw I wish you good night" 

His host left the apartment after the 
evening salutation, aild was about to pay 
the same compliment to Captain Dalgetty, 
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but observing him deeply engaged io tiie 
discussion of a huge piteher fitted witk 
brandy posset,* he tfiought it a pity to dis«. 
turb him in so laudable an anf^ymeot, 
and took his leave without farther ci^e*-. 
mony* 

Lord Mentekh's two attendants enter- 
ed the apartment dmost immediately af- 
ter his departure, i The good Captain, 
who was now somewhat encumbered with 
his good cheer, began to find the un^ 
doing of the cksps of his amour a task 
somewhat difficult, and addressed Ahdei> 
son in these words, interrupted by a slight 
hiccup, — ** Anderson, my good friend, you 
may read in Scripture, that he that pot- 
teth off his armour should not boast him- 
self like he that puiteth it on — I believe 
that is not the right word of command ; 
biit the plain truth of it is, I am like to 
sleep in my corslet; like many an honest 
fellow that n^ver waked again, unless you 
unloose this buckle." 

7 



^^Unde kfs ariaonr, SibbaU,'' said Ao- 
4Aw>ii.to.the other servant. 
«.' ^' By St Andrew !" S|edid the Captain, lura- 
iQg round ;in great astdnishmettt, <^ here's 
lb common.feUow^— a stipendiary with four 
pounds a*year and a 4i very- cloak, thinks 
himself too good to serve Ritt-master Du- 
gald.Dalgetty of Drumthwacket, who has 
studied humanity at the Mareschal College 
of Aberdeen, and served half the princes 
qf Europe I" 

. *< Captain. iDalgetty,'* said Lord Men- 
teith, whose lot it was to stand peacemaker 
throughout, tiie evening, '' please to under* 
sliuid that Anderson waits upon no one but 
myself; .but I will help Sibbald to undo 
your corslet with much pleasure." 
.., *.* Too much trouble for you, my lord,** 
said Dalgetty ; ^* and yet it would do you 
00 harm. to practice how a handsome har- 
ness is put on and put off. I can. step in 
and out of mine like a glove ; only to-night, 
nhhough not ebrius, I am, in the classia 
phrase, vino dboque gravatus.'' 
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•^: By this tisDC he tirsii littAidlcid^ aiiditobd 
before the fire mtRting'witfaf a fic^atdt&A^ 
eo wisdbili on tibe ewttti of tAie ev^iiTg. 
Wh»t seeimed chieAy to ifiter«ft fai«i, vNui 
the diaracter of AHaft M'Auls^* ^ T<> 
eome over the Etigltstenyen so clt^rty with 
his Highland toreb-bearers«^erghe bstfe* 
'l^eeefaed Rories for six silver i^atnUe^dcs t 
«<-«tt was a inasterlpiece*-^a A)fir d^pMie-^it 
was perfect legerdemaiip^aiidto^ be a mad- 
man after all !— I doabt greatly, my lord, 
(iflDaking his head,) that I ttmst allpii^ hiin» 
iiotwithstanding hi&F relafionsbip ta^-yciut 
lordship, the privilege of a rational p^r- 
scm, and either battoon him sufficiently to 
expiate the violence #fibred to my person^ 
or else bring it to a matter of mortal arbi* 
trement, as becometii an insulted cava- 

' ^ If you cave to bear a long sSory,'' said 
I^(^ Menteith, ^* at this time 6f night, I 
can tell you why the circumstances of Al- 
lan's birth aecount 1^ well for his singular 
character, as to put such satisfaction en« 
tirely out of the question/^ . 
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rDaJgetty, '^* is nftxt to n goed evaua^ 
4raugbt and a wasm mghU:9^z th^ best 
9|ioeiog-h0iti ftr drawing ^n a sound sieep. 
Aad sia^ yoar Iwdship is pleased to take 
,tb^ doable to tell it, I shall rest.yoor pa- 
^i^H aad obliged anditorVV 
, . ^[ Anderson," said Lord Meoteith^ M and 
you, Sibbald, are dying to hear, I suppose, 
<»f tins strange maa (po ; and I beUeye I 
.mi|st indulge your curiosity, that you inay 
Jcno^ bow to behave to him in time^of 
xieed«r-You bad. better step to the fire 
then.** 

Having thus assemUed an audience 
cabout him, Lord Menteitfa sat down upon 
the edge of the four-ported bed, while Cap- 
tain Dalgetty, wiping the rch'cks of the 
posset from his beard and omstacfaoes, and 
repeatir^ the first verse of the Lutheran 
psaltn, AUe guter gfiister kbm den Hertn, 
. ^c, rolled himself into one of the places of 
repose, and, thrusting his shock pate from 
between the blankets, listened to Lord Men- 
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tdlh*s rdataon in a most jhuurkms 8tBte» 
between sleepii^ and waking. 

<< The father/' said Lwd Menteitbt «« 0£ 
the tira bratfaerss Angus and Allan M* An- 
isLj, was a gentlenian of considentioa and 
fainily^ being the chief of a Highland chng 
of good accountf though not nuasex^qoa^ 
hia lady, the moltbar c^ these ywmigm^^ 
was a gentlewonsan of good faosily, if i 
may be permitted to say so of oine nearly 
<CQniseoted with ny ow«i» H^r brothert an 
faonmilable asid apisitad young uuini fk^ 
tained from Jamea the Sixth a grant of fo- 
restry, and other privileges, over a royid 
chace adjacent to thiaoastle ; and, in exer- 
ccstDg and defending these rights^ be was 
so unfortuvate as to innroiv« himstlf m a 
ijuarrel with some of our HigUand Gm^ 
booters or csterans, of whom I thiiik» Cag* 
tain Dalgetty, yo^ must have heard.^ ; 

«« And that 1 4i6ve>'' said the Captaiqb 
exertisig hintseif to answer the appindL 
H Before 1 left tlse Maccsch^l <2oUi^ mf 
Abeideea^ PugaU Garr was playiiig the 
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de^ ki tbe Gftriodi, imd the Farquharsom 
on Dee-8kie> and tte Cfati^ Cbiittan on the 
Gordbos' lands, and tbe Granis and Caine- 
itmiiaMonyJand. Aod since that/I have 
aeett ^e Cravats and F^ndours in Pimnoaia 
and TransjrlviHiia, and tlie Cossacks from 
the Poliihr frontier, mid robbers, bsmdkti, 
aiad %ailiarians of aU cmiiKtries b^sides^ ao 
thai I have a idSstinet idea of joar broken 
Hi^Uandnsea/' 

<« Tbe cian,'' said Lord Menteitfa, "^ with 
vhmn liio »atemal tmele of the M^Axikyn 
Ind been pbMsedtnieud, was aamatl sept of 
Ubditti, oatted^ &bm ibeir houseless atate, 
nndiheir jnoessantlj wandwing among the 
fftomiteins and glms, Che Children of tbe 
Mist. Tkesy are a fierce and hardy people^ 
n^b aB <he inifaabifity, and wildiimd vengc* 
fai'passiMs, pcaper to «an frfio have tne- 
^ner knowntfae restraint of ^eivifiaedsoeiel^. 
Afuty of them hf nt waH frrtbe unlor- 
tmafe Warden ctf'the f^sea^ siirpcisoi UaEi 
while fattbtmg iiaim and unattaidl^, and 
^Aew liim mOk wmf cffcumslanee tof in^ 
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venthre criiehy. They cut off hk hcMui^ 
and resolvied, in a bravadih to exhtbit-lt «t 
the castle of his brother^tn-iaw. Tiie laird 
was absent, and the ladj reiuctently recei- 
ved as guests, men agdnst whoni, perhaps, 
die was afraid to shut her gate^* Kefresh- 
inents were placed befbre the Ckildrenrof 
tbte Mist, who took £« opportamty to take 
the head of their Tiettm from the plaid in 
which it was wrapped, placed it on. Ae 
table, put a piece of btead between the 
lifeless jaws,' bidding them do theic oSce 
now, since ma^ a good mtM they had 
eaten at that table.* The lady^ who bad 
been absent for scmie hbusdiold purpose* 
entered at this moment, and, upon be- 
holding her brothefs head, fled, like an 
arrow, out of the house into the woods, .at- 
tering shriek itpon shriek. TJbe ruffians, 
satisfied with th^ savage triumph, with- 
drew. The temfied mentals, after overco- 
snifig the akrai to which they had been 
subjected, sought their unfortunate mia- 
tress in every direction, bi^t she was no- 
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intere ta be fovnd. The unfortunate hufi« 

band returned ne^ iay, and, with the as- 

siMance- of hia people^ undertook a more 

anxious and distant search* but to equally 

little parpqse. It was believed universally, 

that, in the ecateey of her terror^ she must 

eitiier have thrown herself over one of the 

Numerous precipices which overiiang the 

rjver^ or into a deep lake about a mile from 

like castle. Her los^ was ^e more lament- 

• 

ed, as she was six months advanced in her 
pregnancy ; Angus .M^Aulay» her eldest 
son* having been born aboiit eighteen 
months before*-— ^But I tire you, Captain 
Dalgetty, and you seem inclined* to sleep.'' 

^ B^ no means," answered the soldier ; 
^ I am no whit aomnolent ; I always hear 
best with my eyes shut. It is a fashion I 
learned when I stood centinel." 

<^ And I dare say," said Lord Mentdth, 

' aside to Anderson, <« the weight of the hal- 

bert of the seijmnt of the rounds often 

made him open them." 

• Being appareotiy, h^wevw, in the hu- 
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mour of 8tory-teUiQg» the jioeiig noblemBki 
went cUf addressing himself ohi^y to hk 
ierrant8» ivkhout minding the dtimberaig 
vetenob 

^ Bytry baron hi the eonntrjri'* ntd 1m^ 
< < now swore revenge for this .dr««dfiil cnme^ 
^They took arms with ike refaktioosand' Iwi- 
ih»«in-law of the nurdeied penooy eiul 
the Children of the Mist weee hunted down» 
I believe, with as little mere^r as. th^ had 
^em9elve8 manifested.^ Seventeen heads, 
the bloody trophies of t|ieir vengMoe^ 
were distributed among the allies, and jfed 
the crows upon the gates of their cilAes. 
The survivors sought out mote dirtamt wil» 
deme$ses, to which they retreated."* 

^* To your right hand, counter-irarch 
and retreat to your former ground,"* said 
Captain Dalgetty ; the nrilitary phrase ba« 
viog produced the correspondent word of 
command ; and then starting up, professed 
he had bead profoundly attentive to eveiy 
word that had been spoken. 

«* It is the onsloni in sammer/' sakl Lord 
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MeDtolth, witbottt minding hisapotegy, '^ta 
Sj^fid the cows to the itpland pastures to. 
bm\re dra benefit of the grass } and the maids 
of the villagei and of the family, go theie 
to iittlii tbem in the morning and evening. 
While thus employed^ the females of this 
^HHily^ to their greaft terror, percm*ed that 
tlMir notkins were watched at a distance 
bf a paki ^n, meagre figure^ bearing a 
B/tixmg resemblance to their deceased mis- 
tress, and passtng, of course, for her appa« 
fition. When some of the boldest resolved 
to approach tlits faded form, it fled from 
them into the woods with a wild shriek. 
The imsband, informed of this circum- 
stance, came up to the glen widi some at- 
tendants, and took his measures so well as 
to intercept the retreat of the unfortunate 
itigitiire^ and to secure the person of his 
unfortunate lady, though her intellect pro- 
ved to be totally deranged. How she 
supported herself during her wandering in 
the woods could not be known— some sup- 
posed she lived upon roots and wild ber«^ 
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ries, mth which the woods at that season 
abounded ; but the greater part of the vul« 
gar were satisfied that she must' have sub- 
sisted upon the milk of the wild does^ or 
been nourished by the fairies^ or supported 
in some oaanner equally marvellous. Her 
re-appearance was more easily accoijKited 
for. She had seen from the thicket thci 
milking of the cows, to superintend which 
had been her favourite domestic employ- - 
ment, and the habit had prevailed even in 
her deranged state of mind. ' . 

<< In due season the unfortunate lady was 
delivered of a boy, who not only shewed 
no appearance of having sufiered from his ' 
mother's calamities, but appeared to be an 
infant of uncommon health and strength. ' 
The unhappy mother, after her confine- 
ment, recovered her reason— at least in a 
great measure, but never her health and 
spirits. Allan was her only joy. Her at- 
tention to him was unremitting ; and un- 
questionably she must have impressed upon ' 
his early mind many of those superstitious 
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ideas to which his moody and enthusiastic 
temper gave so ready a reception. She 
died when he was about ten years old. Her 
last words were spoken to him in private ; 
but there is little doubt that they convey- 
ed an injunction of vengeance upon tl^e 
Children of the Mist, with which he has 
since amply complied. 
' " From this moment the habits of Allan 
M*Aulay were totally changed. He had 
"hitherto been his mother's constant com- 
panion, listening to hei* dreams, and re« 
peating his own, and feeding his imagina- 
tion, which, probably from the circum- 
'Stances preceding his birth, was constitu- 
tionally deranged, with all the wild and 
, terrible superstitions so common to the 
mountaineers, to which his unfortunate 
toother had become much addicted since 
her brother's death. By living in this man-. 
lier, the boy had gotten a timid, wild,, 
Martled look, loved to seek out solitary 
places in the woods, and was never 9 
much terrified as by the approach of cb 

l2 



iiiitflii ^ Hi^ 



/• 



df en of the same age. I temecobw^ ^ 
tboagb some years younger, beii^ broi^t 
up here by my father upon a viutt mv 
can I fox^et the astoniaiiment with wUeh 
I saw this mfant-heripit shun every at-, 
tempt I made to engage him in the q^orts 
natural to our age. I can remeoiber bis 
father bewailing his disposition to wiu^ 
and aUegingi at the same time^ that it^was 
impos»bie for him to take from his wife the 
company of the boy, as he seemed to be 
the only consolation ^at remaUMTd to her 
in this world, and as the auiiisement which 
AUan's^ society afibrded her seemed to p;re- 
veot the recurren^^ at least in ita &j^ 
foTcey of that fearful malady by which she 
Jiad been vinited/ Butt after the deatfa^^ 
his mother^ the habits and manneia of thf 
boy seemed at once to chai^e^ It is tru#ha 
remained as tbM^htlbl and seriona as bor 
fore ; ai^d long fits of sitence aod .abatiwh 
tion shewed plainly that bia dispositioi^ iQ 
this respect, wim» in no degree afetenkU 
But at Qthef timesy be acw^ht out tim 
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leodestoims of the youth of the clan^ 
Irbich he had hiUierto seemed anxious to 
aroid* He took ishftre in all their exer* 
dies } utdf from his vety extraordinary 
personal sfcrength^ soon excelled his bro* 
ther and other youths, whose age con^^ 
siderably exceeded his own. They who 
hid hitherto held him in contempt, now 
feaied, if they did not love him ; and, in- 
ilead of Allan's being esteemed a dreaming, 
womanish, and feebled-minded boy, those 
wlio encountered him in sports or military 
exerckey now complained that, when heat- 
ed by the strifei he was too apt to turn 
game into earna»t, and to forget that he 
was only engaged in a friendly trial. of 
strdngkb.*— -But I speak to regardless ears,** 
said Lord Menteith, interrupting himself^ 
for the Captain's nose now gave the most 
iodMpvtable signs that he was fast loeked 
m the alrasft c^ oblivion. 
' ^ If yo» mean the ears of that snorting 
mnm^ oay lord^" said A^nderson, *< tliejr 
are, indeed, shut to anything that you can 
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say ; nevertheless, this place being vx^ ^r. 
more private conference, I hope you will 
have the goodness to procee<i» for Sibhald'a 
benefit and for mine. The history of tbfs 
poor young fellow has a defp and wild w? 
teres t in it." 

" You must know, then," contiiaied 
I^rd Medteith, <' that Allan continued tp 
increase in strength and activity till his fi& 
teenth year, about which time he assumed 
a total independence of character, aad 
impatience of eontroul, which much aJarm- 
ed his surviving parent He was absent in 
the woods for whole days and nights, under 
pretence of hunting, though he did not al- 
ways bring home game. His father was the 
more alarmed, because several of the Chil- 
dren of the Mist, encouraged by the ior 
creasing troubles of the state, had ventured 
back to their old haunts, nor did he think 
it altogether safe to renew any attack upon 
them. The risk of Allan, in his wander- 
ings, sustaining injury from these vindic- 
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tive^free-booters, was a perpetual source 
of apprehension. 

^ 1 was myself upon a visit to the castle 
when this matter was broaght to a crisis. 
Alton had been Client since day-bVeak in . 
the woods, where I had sought for him in. 
vain ;'it was a dark storiny night, and be 
did not return. His father expressed the 
. utmost toxiety, and spoke of detaching a 
party at the dawn of' morning in quest of 
him, when, as' we were sitting at the sup« 
per4able, the door suddenly opened, and 
ADan entered the room with a jproud, 
firm, and confident air. His Intractability 



of temper, as well as the unsettled state of 
his mind, had such an inflaence over his 
fiither, that he suppressed all other tokenii 
of displeasure, excepting the observation 
that I had killed a fat buck, and had re^ 
turned before sun- set, while he supposed 
Ailan^, who had been on the hill till mid^ 
nighty had returned with empty hands. 
< Are you sure of that ? said Allan, fierce* 



ijti f here is aomethk^ will tell jou aao^ 
ther tale.' 

^ We now obiOTTed fats btsAs woe 
hioody^ and that tiiere were spots of l^wd 
on kis face» and waited the msue with im* 
paticm^e ; wh<»i widdenly, nndoiog the con 
ner of his plaid» he rolled down on tbe to^ 
bte a human head, bloody wad new le^ 
vered» saying, at the same tkne, * Lie thon 
wfaare the head of a better man lay belbve 
ye." Ftom the fai^ard featmes, and cnl* 
ted red».hmrand beard, partly grizsded with 
age, iris father and others present reooy- 
Qtsed the head of Hector of the ^st, m 
wettJcnown leader among the outlaws, ro» 
doubted lor strength and ferocity, wh0 
had been actire in the murder of the vm^ 
fiattuaate wardeHi and bad- cwaped bf 
desperate defence and extraotdinary agili^ 
ty, when so many of his cmnpanmis won 
destroyed. We were idl, it may be b» 
Iteved, stnidk with surprise, but Alltt m^ 
fnsed to gratsQr our curionfy ; and we enlgr 



ccn|}ecliire4 thai he muat have oipercome 
the outlaw after a desperate struggle, be^ 
cause we diseovered that he had sttstained 
jwreral woimds from the contests All mea^ 
Mres were now jtatoi to enmire him against 
the Tengcanoe of the free-booter8> but nei- 
>tfaer his wounda nor the positive conuuaiid 
of his father, nor e¥en the locking the gatea 
irf'the castle and the dooraof hia apactmes^ 
were precautions adequate to prevent AW 
hua from seeking out the very peraons to 
whom he was peculiavly obnoxious. Jia 
vade hia esoape by night from the window 
of the api^tnieiit, and laugfatng at his &r 
tfaei's vaia Qare» pioduiced on one Mcaatcai 
the h^ of onew itnd upon another thoae of 
two of the Cbildrw of the MisU At hngfik 
these men, fierce as they were, became ap* 
ffiXijfd by the inv9ter$ite ammovly and an* 
4miij wildb which Allan soiight out thdr 
sfcesses. Afl he never hesitated to encoim# 
Ipr any oddf, they concluded tfaaA he mmi 
Vear a ehnrmod U£ew or.f^t under the pmt^ 
dlan^hip of some suiternatnral influence^ 
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Neither gun, dirk, nor dourlach, they said, 
Availed aught against him. They imputed 
this to the remarkable circumstances under 
ivhich he was born ; and ^t length five or six 
of the stoutest Caterans of the Highlands 
would have fled at Allan's halloo, or the blast 
of his horn. In the meanwhile, however, 
they carried on their old trade, and did 
Hie M^Aulays, as well as their kinsmen 
and allies, as much mischief as they could. 
This provoked another expedition against 
l^e tribe, in which I had my share ; we 
surprised them effectually, . by besetting 
at once the upper and under passes of the 
county, and made such clean work as is 
usual on these occasions^ burning and slay- 
ing right before us. In this terrible species 
of war, even the females and the helpless 
do not always escape* One little, maiden 
alone,, who smiled upon Allan's drawn 
dirk, escaped his vengeance upon my ear« 
nest entreaty. She was brought to the 
castle, and here bred up under the name 
of Annot Lyie, the most beautiful little 
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hiTj certainly that ever danced upon a 
heath by moon light. It was long ere Al- 
lan could endure the presence of the childf 
until it occurred to his imagination, from 
her features perhaps, that she did not be- 
long to the hated blood of his enemies, 
but had become their captive in some of 
their incursions ; a circamstance not in 
itself impossible, but in which he belie Ves 
as firmly as in holy writ. He is particular- 
ly deb'ghted by her skill in music, which ii 
so exquisite, that she far exceeds the best 
performers in this country in playing on the 
dashach or harp. It was discovered that this 
produced upon the disturbed spirits of Al* 
Ian, in his gloomiest moods, beneficial e& 
fects, similar' to those experienced by the 
Jewish monarch of old ; and so engaging 
is the temper of Ahnot Lyle, so fascina- 
ting the innocence and gaiety of her dispo- 
sition, that she is considered and treated in 
the castle rather as the sister of the pro- 
prietory than as a dependent upon his cha- 
rity. Indeed, it is impossible for any one 



t0 IM ber Without being deeply iis^e^jed 
hf the ii^eouityi liv.elin^8b wd sweetneu 
qf her diipositkm/' 

^^ Tftke cwre^ my lofd^"* Mtd Andenmit 
Mntltoi; { << there is dtoger iti «teb vieleBt 
commendations^ iUlan H' Auky* sa ^ur 
lordflhip describes himi' would f^ove no 
very sife rivaL'' 

<^ Pooh ! pooh !" aaid Lord Mentt itht 
iMgbiDgy yet bibsbkig at the same tiaae ; 
u Allan is not accessible to the passkm of 
lo^e i and lor mysetf/' said he mote gmre- 
Iy» ** Annot's unknown birth is a sttffick»t 
ssMon against serious designs^ and her ua- 
protected state precludes every other."^ 

<< It is spoken like yourself^ my lordt** 
aaid Anderson.>~^< But I trust you will 
proceed with your interesting atory*" 

^< It is well Aigh finished^" saki Lord 
Menteith ; << I have only toadd» tliatrfrom 
the great strength and courage of Allan 
M*Aulay, from his energetic and uncoa- 
troulaUe dfopositioii, and frmn an ofnnion 



A 1E6BKD OF MONTAOSE. 399 

generally entertained and encouraged bjr 
himself) that he holds cofhmimion with su* 
pcrnatural beingti and can preidict fhttire 
t9f nt8| the clan pay a much greater de- 
gree of deference to him than e?en to his 
brother^ who is a bold-hearted rattling 
Highlander^ bttt with nothing which can 
possibly rival the ntraordKnary dtttracter 
of his younger brothen*^ 
' *^ Such a character,** said Andersont 
^ cannot but have the deepest effect on 
the minds of a Highland host We must 
secure AUani my lord, at all events. Wtiat 
between his bravery and his second sight**«-> 

<< Hush !** said Lord Menteith, «< that 
owl is awaking/* 

••Do you talk of the second sight, or 
deuterascopia ?" said the soldier ; *^ I re- 
member memorable Major Monro telling 
me how Murdoch Macken:rie, born in As* 
sint, a piitivate gentleman in a company 
and a iptetty soldier, foretold the death of 
Donald Tough, a Lochaber man, and cer«- 
tain other persons, as .well as the hurt of 



the major himself at & sudden^onMl at tht 
si^e of Traileautul." 

^ I Jiave often beatd of this facully,'^ 
observed Anderson^ ** but I have alwayv 
thought those pretepding to it were mtiieir 
enthusiasts or impostors." I 

^^ I should be loth/' said Lord Mentetth^ 
** to apply either character to my kinsooaDi 
Allan M^Aulay. He has shewn on many 
occasions too much acuteness and sense» 
of which you this night had an instancet' 
for the character of an enthusiast ; and hia 
high /sense of honour, and manlioess of dis-; 
position^ free him from the charge of im- 
posture." 

<« Your lordship, then," said Anderson, 
<Ms a beKever in bis; supernatural attri- 
butes?" 

*^ By na means," said the young noble- 
isan ; *' I think that he persuades himself 
that the predictions which are, Jn reality, 
the result of judgment and reflection, are 
supernatural impressions on his mind, just 
as fanatics ccmceive the workings of their 
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own imagination to be divine inspiration-* 
at least, if this will not serve you, Ander- 
son, I have no better explanation to give ; 
and it is time we were ail asleep after the 
toilsome journey of the day." 



CHAPTER VI. 



ConuBf ffeuii citi their dMiowt W&re. 

CAMrBSLL. 



At an early hour in the morning tbe 
guestfli of the Castle sprung from theif re- 
pose i and, after a moment's private (Km- 
versation with his attendants, Lord Men- 
teith addressed the soldier^ who was seat- 
ed in a comer burnishing his corslet wi$h 
^Mtontf and shamois-leather, while he 
hupmed the cid song in honour of the 
victorious Gustavus Adolphus; — 

Wt^en ctniioii are rosriog^ and buUete are flyu^. 
The lad that would have hoaour) boya, auiat nerar 
fear dying* 

^* CapUin Dalgett/,'' said Lord Men* 



teitlH ** the time is come that we tnuit part, 
or become comrades in service." 

« 

^< Not before breakfast, I hope," said 
Captain Dalgetty. 

*^ 1 should have thought,'' replied his 
lot^ship, *< that yonr garrison was victnaU 
led for three days at least.'* 

<< 1 have still some stowage i«ft for beef 
and biatmocks," said the Captam ; ** and I 
never miss a favourable opportunity of re« 
xiewing my supplies." 

•• But," said Lord Menteith, ** no j«. 
dfdoAs teommand^r allows dther ibgs of 
trace or seu1»^s to remain in liis camp 
longer 4han is prudent ; and iiierefore we 
must know y^mt mind eitactly^ aocordkig 
to which you shall eltheir ha^^e a ssife con** 
duct to delpart in'peSKie, or be wMcome to 
remain with us." 

«* Truly," said the Captaki, «« that being 
the csise, I will not attempt to protract ttis 
capitulation by a counterfeited parley, (ii 
l^ing excellently practised 1^ Sir Jamts^ 



Rmumjt at tbe sie^ of; Haondu, ia Ihe 
year, of God I6S6,) but I wiilfraokly ofifB, 
that ft I like your pny lyi well as your pro* 
vant and your company, I care not hpw 
fioon I take the oath to your coiours." - 

<« Ojur pay," said Lord Menteithi << must 
at present be srqall, ^ioce it is paid oufe of 
the cofMOon utock raised by the few 
^moiigst us who call cftmnmnd some funds 
. — ^as Duyor and acyutaxit, 1 dare not premise 
Captain Dalgetty moi^e than half a dpilar 
a-day,'* 

^ The devil take all halves aod qutaUm T 
aaid the Capt^n ; ** were it i» my optikuii I 
fjcould no more <;on3Bnt to the halviii^ of 
that.di^ar^ than the wpman i^ the Jij^g- 
.ment of Solorqon to the dissev^rment of 
the child of her hpwelf." 

*< The parallel will scarce bold. Cap- 
tain Dalgettyp for I thin|c you wquld- ra- 
ther consent to the dividing of the dollar 
than give it up entire to ypur Qoocipetitor. 
^How^veTf m the way pf arrears 1 may 
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promise you the other half-doliar at die 
. j»tid of the campaign^^ 
:** Ah ! these arrearages^" said Captain Dal- 
fgeityi ** that are always promised, and aU 
i;rays go for nothing ! Spain, Austria, and 
Sweden, all sing one song. Oh ! long life 
^ the Hogan-mogans! if they were no of* 
ficers or soldiers, they were good pay-mas-^ 
tfsrs. ' And yet, my lord, if I could but be 
made certiorated that my natural heredi- 
tament of Drumthwacket had fallen into 
pQssessipn of any of these loons of Coye- 
nanters, who codld be, in the event of our 
success, made a traitor of, I have so much 
value for that fertile and pleasant spot, 
fliat I would e?en t^e on wi* you for the 
campaign.*' 

* ** I can resolve Captain Dalgetty's ques- 
tion,'' said Sibbald, Lord Menteitli's se- 
cond attendant, *^ for if his estate of Drum« 
thwacket be, as I conceive, the long waste 
9ioor so called, that lies five miles south o$ 
Aberdeen, I can tell him it was lately pur- 
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chased by Elias Stradhan, as rank a rebel 
as ever swore the Covenant," 

** The crop-eared hound P* saM Captaih 
Dalgctty, in a rage j " what the devil gave 
film the assurance to purchase the inherit 
<Bnce of a ftimily of four hundred years 
standing? — Cynthius auremveUet,ASweufied 
to say at Mareschal College, that is to ^ay, 
I Will pull him out of my father-s hoti'^6 
by the ears. And so, my Lord Menteitfa^ 
I am yours, hand and sword^, bddy Mil 
soiil, till death do us part, or to the end i)f 
thl^ next campaign, whichever event sbiM 
first come to pslss." 

•« And li*' said the young n&bleittkoi 
^ rivet the bargain by a month's pay iti 
advance." 

** That is more than necessary," said IM- 
^etty, pocketing the money however. " Btt 
©6w I must go down, look after my Wtt- 
saddle and abuilziements, and^ s^e tbifc 
l!xustavus has his momirlg, and tell fdiH We 
have taken new 'Service." 

" There goes your precious i-edMtt,* 
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fSfiA Lord Menteith to Andersoiiy as the 
Captain left the room ; << I fear we shjim 
Imp e little^credit of him*" 

** He is a man of the times, however,*" 
md Anderton ; *^ and without such we 
friiould hardly be able to carry on our ea- 
terpise/' 

^ Let us go down/' answered X^ord M^ii- 
teith, *< and see how our muster is likely 
to thrive, for I hear a good diedlof bustle 
ill^tfae castk.'' 

When they entered the hall, the donueck 
tics keeping modestly in the back-gtouHid, 
morning greetiiigs past between Lord Men^ 
teith, Angus M^Aulay, and has Englisii 
guests, while Allan, occupying the same 
settle which he had filled the preceding 
evening, paid no attention whfitever to any 
one. 

lOld' D<»iaid hastily mshed into Uieapari- 
nient. <* A message from Vich Alister 
More \ he is coming up in the evening." :f 

** With how many att^adants?" saiti 
M^Aulay.* 

n 
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^ Some five-and-tweoty or ihktis*' aaM 
Dooald, " hh ordinary rctmue,^ 

<< Shake down plenty of straw in the 
great barn,** said the Laird. 

Another servant here stumbled liaflrtily 
illy announcing the expected arrival of Sir 
Hector McLean, *< who is arriving with a 
large following.** 

^ Put them in th« nialt kiln;' said M^Att- 
lay; *^and keep the breadth of the mid* 
denstcad between them and the McDo- 
nalds ; they are but unfriends to each 
other.** 

^ Donald now re-entered, his visage con- 
tiderably lengthened— <* The tiel's i* the 
fdlk;* he said ; «« the hale Htelands are 
Mteer, I think. Evan Dhu» of Loehid^ 
i^lll be here in an hour, with Lord kens how 
many giijiies.** 

<c Into the great barn with them beside 
the McDonalds," said the Laird. 

More and more Chiefs were announoed, 
the le^t of whom wpuld have accounted it 
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derogatbfy to his dignity to stir without a 
retinue of six or seven persons. To every 
tt^ annunciation, Angus M^Auley an- 
svvered by naming some place of accommo- 
dation,— -the stable, the loft, the cow*house, 
•the sheds, every domestic office was desk 
titled for the night to some hospitablcx pur- 
pose or accommodation. . At length the 
arrival of M'Dougal of Lorn, after all his 
means of accommodation were exhaustedt 
reduced him to some perplexity. ^^ What 
the devil is to be done, Donald i" said he^ 
"the great barn would hold fifty more, if 
they would lie heads and thraws ; but there 
would be drawn dirks amang them which 

• 

should lie uppermost, and so we should 
have bloody puddings before morning !". 

*^ What needs all this ?" said AUan^ start- 
ing up, and coming forward with the stern 
abruptness of his usual manoer ; m are the 
Gael to-day of softer flesh or whiter blood 
than their fathers were? Knock the /head 
out of a cask of uscjuebae, let that be their 
i^ight gear-^their plaids their bed- clothes 



J70 7A£iSa or MY hAMJOSUOKU. 

—and the Uue sky their canopy^ amd Ibe 
heather their couch— <:oine a thou$rad 
more, and they would not quarrel on the 
Inroad heath for want of room V* 
. *< Allan is right,"' said his brother; " it 
is very odd how AUan,t who, betweenout:- 
selves/' said he to Musgrave, **h a little 
wowf, seems at times to have more sense 

ft. 

than us all put together. Observe him 
Aow.** 

« <^ Yes," continued Allan, fixing his eyes 
with a ghastly stare upon the opposite side 
of the hall, ** they may well begin as they 
are to end; many a man will sleep this 
night upon the heath, that when the Mar« 
tinmas wind shall blow shall die there stark 
enough, and reck little of cold or lack of 
covering." 

« Do not forespeak us, brother," said 
Angus ; •* that is not lucky." 

"And what luck is it then that you ex- 
pect?'' said Allan; and straining his eyes 
until they almost started from their sock. 
ets, he i'eJl with a convulsive shudder into 
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tl}9 ^ms of DjQxiald and his brother^ who, 
kjK>wing the nature of his fits, had come 
near to prevent bis ^l|. They seated him 
upon a bench, and supported him until |i$ 
came to himself, and was about to speak. 

*• For God's s^ke, Allan^" said his bro; 
^hff* who knevy the impression his mystical 
^ords were likely to mak^ on many of tjbj^ 
guests^ "say nothing tQ discourage us/' 

*• Am I he who discourages you ?" said 
Allan ; ** let every man face his weird as I 
shall face mine* That which must come, 
will come; 4nd we. shall stride gallantly 
qyer many ^ fiejd of victory ere we reach 
yfln fatal slaughter-place, or tread yon sabl^ 
^affi)lds !" ; 

•* What slaughtefrplace ? )vhat scaf- 
folds ?" exclaimed several voices ; for Al- 
lan's renQwn as a seer was generally esta^. 
blished in the Highlands. 

** You will know that but too soon," an- 
swered Alkn. •* Speak to me no more, I 
am weary of your questions." He then 
pressed his hand ^againsit his ))row, rested 
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his elbow upon his knee, and sunk into a 
deep reverie. 

^< Send for Annot Lyle, and the harp»^* 
said Angus, in a whisper, to bis servant ;. 
** and let those gentlemen follow me, who 
do not fear a Highland breakfast.*' 

All accompanied their hospitable landli^, 
lord excepting only Lord Menteith, who 
lingered in one of the deep embrasures 
formed by the windows of the halL An^ 
not Lyle shortly after glided into the 
room, not ill described by Lord MenterCh 
as being the lightest and most fairy figure 
that ever trod the turf by moon-light. Her 
stature, considerably less than the ordinary 
size of women, gave her the appearance of 
extreme youth, insomuch, that although 
she was near eighteen, she might have 
passed for four years younger. Her figure, 
hands, and feet, were formed upon a mo^ 
del of exquisite symmetry with the size and 
lightness of her person, so that Titania her- 
self could scarce have found a more fitting 
representative. Her hair was a dark shade 
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of the colour usually termed flaxen, whose 
clustering ringlets suited admirably with her 
fair complexion, and with the playful, yet 
simple expression of her features* When 
we add to these charms, that Annot, in 
her orphan state, seemed the gayest and 
happiest of maidens, the reader mujst allow 
us to claim for her the interest of almost all 
who looked on hen In fact, it was impos- 
sible to find a more universal favourite, 
and she often came among the rude inha- 
bitants of the castle, as Allan himself, in a 
poetical mood, expressed it, << like a sun- 
beam on a sullen sea," communicating to 
all others the cheerfulness that filled her^ 
own mind* ' 

Annot, such as we have described her, 
smiled and blushed, when, on entering th^ 
apartment. Lord Menteith came from his 
place of retirement,, and kindly wished her 
good-morning. 

V And good-morning to you, my lord,** 
returned she, extending her hand to her 
friend ; *< we have seldom seen you of late 

M 2 
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at the castle, and now I fear it is with &o 
'peaceful purpose.** 

" At least, let me not interrupt your 
harmony, Annot,*^ said Lord Menteitb^ 
'** though my arrival may breed discord 
elsewhere. My cousin, Allan, needs the 
assistance of your voice and music." 

^ My preserver,'* said Annot Lyle, "has 
a right to my poor exertions ; and you, too, 
toy lord,— you, too, are my preserver, and 
were the most active to save a life that is 
worthless enough, unless it can benefit my 
•protectors." 

' So saying, she sate down at a little dis- 
tance upon the bench on which Allan M *- 
Aulay was placed, and tuning her dair- 
shach, a small harp, about thirty, inches 
in height, she accompanied it with her 
voice. The air was an ancient Gaelic me- 
lody, and the words, which were supposed 
to be very old, were in the same language ;. 
but we subjoin a translation of them,* by 
Secundus M*Pherson, Esq. of Glenforgen, 
which, although submitted to the fetters 
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of English rbythii)» we trust will be found 
nearly as genuine asihe version of Ossiair 
by his celebrated namesake. 

1. - 

** Birds of omen dark and foul^ 

, Hight-crow, raven^ bat and owl, 
Leave the sick man to his dream-— 
All night, long he heard your scream.— 
Haste to cave and ruined tower, 
Ivy, tod, or dingled-bower. 
There to wink and mop, for, hark ! 

. In the mid aii^ sings the. lark. 

2. 

^^ Hie to moorish gills and^ rocks. 
Prowling wolf and wily foxy-^ 
,Hie you fast, nor turn your view. 
Though the lamb bleats to the ewe. 
Couch your trains, and speed your flight. 
Safety parts with parting night ; 
And on distant echo born, 
Comes the hunter's early horn. 

'* The moon's wan crescent scarcely gleams^ 
■ Ghost4ike she fades in morninjg beams ; 
Hie iience each peevish imp and fay 
That scare the pilgrim on his way :— • 
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Quench, kelpy ! quencfar in bog and fenr 
Thy torch that cheats benighted men ;. 
Thy dance is o'er, thy reign is done. 
For Benyieglo hath seen the sun. 

'* Wild thoughts, that, smftrf, dark and dieep, 
O'erpower the passive mind in sleep. 
Pass from the slumberer's soul away, 
Likeoiight-mists from the brow of day :«-^ 
Foul hag, whose blasted visage gnrn 
Smothers the pulse, unnerves the limb» 
Spur thy dark palfrey, and begone f 
Thou darest not face the godlike sun.** 



As the strain proceeded, AUan M^Aulay 
gradually gave signs of recovering bis pre- 
sence of mind and attention to the objects 
around him. The deep-knit furrows of his 
brow relaxed and cimoothed themselves ; 
and the rest of his features, which had 
seemed contorted with internal agony, re- 
lapsed into a more natural state. When 
he raised his head and sat upright, fais^ 
countenance, though still deeply melao« 
choly, was diverted -of its wildness and 
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ferocity ; and in its composed state, al- 
though by no means handsome, the expres- 
sion of his features was striking, manly, and 
even noble. His thick, brown eye-brows, 
which had hitherto been drawn close toge- 
ther, wfere now slightly separated, as in the 
natural state } and his grey eyes, which had 
rolled and flashed from under them with an 
unnatural and portentous gleam, now reco- 
vered a steady and determined expression. 

" Thank God !" he said, after sitting si- 
lent for about a minute, until the very last 
sounds of the harp had ceased to vibrate, 
«« my soul is no longer darkened — ^the mist 
hath passed from my spirit." 

** You owe thanks, cousin Allan,|' said 
Lord Menteith, coming forward, ** to An- 
not'^Lyle, as well as to heaven, for this' 
happy change in your melancholy mood.** 

*< My noble cousin Menteith," said Al- 
lan, rising and greeting him very respect- 
fully, as well as kindly, <* has known my 
unhappy circumstances so long, that his 
kindness will require no excuse for my be- 
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iog thus late in bidding him welcome to 
the castle." 

^" We are too old acquaintances, Allan,** 
said Lord Menteith, ** and too good friend^ 
to stand on the ceremonial of outward 
greeting ; but here will be half the High** 
lands to-day, aod, you know, with our 
mountain Chiefs ceremony must not be 
neglected. What will you give little An- 
not for making you fit company to meet 
JKvan Dhu, and I know not how many bon- 
jietaiind feathers ?** 

«* What will- he give me ?" said Annot, 
«miling ; ** nothing less, I hope, than the 
best ribbon at the fair of Doune." 
' *« The fair of Douhe, Annot P* aaid 
AHan sadly, ^< there will be bloody work 
befi^re that day, and I may never see 4t ; 
but you have well reminded me of wha^ I 
have long intended to do." . 

Having said this, he left the room. 
• ** Should he talk long in this manner,** 
said Lord Menteith, " you must jk^ep your 
harp in tune, my dear Annot/' 



l! 
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*\ I hope not," said Annoti anxiously j 
<< this fit has been a long one, aiid proba- 
bly will not soon return. It is fearful to 
6ee a mind, naturally generous and affec- 
tionate, afflicted by this constitutional ma- 
lady." 

As she spoke in a low and confidential 
tone, Lord Menteith naturally drew close, 
and stooped forwards, that he might the 
better catch the sense of what she aaid. 
When Allan suddenly entered the apart-* 
ment, they naturally drew back from each 
other with a manner expressive of con- 
sciousness, as if surprised in a conversation 
which they wished to keep secret from bim» 
This did not escape Allan's observation ; 
he stopt short at the door of the apartment 
—his brows were contracted— ^his eyes roll- 
ed i but it was only the paroxysm of a mo- 
ment. He passed his broad sinewy hand 
across his brow, as if to obliterate those 
signs of emotion, and advanced towards 
Annot, holding in his hand a very small 
box made of oak-wood, curiously inlaid. 
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« I take you to witness," he said, << coiisin 
]i2[entekh, that I give this box and its con* 
tents to Annot Lyle. It contains a few of- 
naments that belonged to my poor mother 
— of trifling value, you may guess, for the 
wife of a Highland laird has seldom a rich 
jewel casket*'' 

<^ But these ornaments,'' said Annot Lyle, 
gently and timidly refusing the box, <* be- 
long to the family — I cannot accept" 

*« They belong to me alone, Annot," 
said Allan, interrupting her ; " they were 
my mother's dying bequest* They are all 
I can call my own, except my plaid and 
my claymore. Take them, therefore-^ 
they are to me valueless trinkets — and ke^p 
them for my sake — should I never return 
from these wars." 

So saying, he opened the case^ and pre- 
sented it to Annot " Ifj' said he, " th^ 
are of any value, dispose of them for your 
bwn support, when this house has been 
consumed with hostile fire, and ean no 
longer afibrd you protection^ — But keep 
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one ring in memory of Allan, who has 
done to requite your kindness, if not all 
he'wished, at least all he could." 

Annot Lyle endeavoured in vain to re- 
strain the gathering tears, when she said; 
^ One ring, Allan, I will accept from yda 
as a memorial of your goodness ta a poor 
orphan, but do not press me to take more ; 
for I can not, and will not, Accept a gift of 

• * 

such disproportioned value*" 

^^ Make your choicei^ then," said Allan ; 
*^ your delicacy may be welKfounded ; the 
others shall assume a, shape in which they 
may be more useful to you.'* 

<^ Think not of it," said Annot, choo- 
sii^ from the contents of the casket a ring; 
apparently the most trifling in value which 
it contained ; <* keep them for your own, 
or your brother's bride. — But, good hea^ 
vensP' she said, interrupting herself, and 
looking at the ring, <' what is this that I 
have chosen ?" ^ 

Allan hastened to look upon it, with 
eyes of gloomy apprehension ; it bor«, in 



wamelf a d€9th's faead above two ctjossed 
diiiggers. Wbea All^ recognized the de* 
vice, he uttered a sigh so deepi that she 
dropped the ring from her hand, which 
f^ed upon the floor* Lord Menteitfa 
picked it upi apd returned it to the tei^i* 
fied Annot 

^^ I take God to witness,'' said AUan, 
^ that your hand, young lord, and not 
mine, has again deUvered to her this ill* 
omened gift. It was the mourning ring 
worn by my mother in memorial of her 
murdered brother." 

^' I fear no omeps,'' said Annot, smi* 
ling through her tears } *' and nothing 
coming through the hands of my two pa> 
tron^f" so she was wont to call Lord Men- 
(eith and Allan, << can bring bad luck to 
tl)e poor orphan." 

She put the ring on her finger, and, 

Idrning to her hnrp, sung, to a lively air, 

the following verses of one of the fashion* 

tble songs of the period, which had found 

M» way, marked as it was with the quaint 
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hyperbolical ti^te of King Charles's tirne^ 
from some court masque to the wilds i^ 
Perthshire. 

'' Gaze not upon the stars^ fond sage^ 

In them no influence lies ; 
To read the fate of youth or agei^ 

Look on my Helen's eyes. 

" "X^, rash astrologer^ refrain^ 

Too dearly would be won 
The prescience of another^s pain^ 

If purchased by thine own/' 



** She is right, Allan,'' said Lord Men- 
teith ; ^' and this end of an old song is 
worth all we' shall gain by our attempt to 
look into futurity." 

«< She is wrong, my lord," said AUan^ 
sternly, ** though you, who treat with 
lightness the warnings I have given yoi|» 
may not live to see the event of the omen. 
Xaugh not so scornfully," he added, inter- 
rupting himself, ^* or rather laugh on as 
loud and as long as ydu will ; your term qf 
laughter will find a pause ere long." 
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•« i cftre not for your vision^ Attan/ 
ndd Lord Menteith; " however short my 
•pan of life, the eye of no Highland seer 
can see its termination.** 

« For Heaven*s sake,** said Annot Lyle, 
interrupting hira^ ** you know his nature, 
and how little he can endure** 

« Fear me not,'* said Allan, interrupting 
her^ — " my mind is now constant and calm. 
—But for you, young lord,'* said he, turn- 
ing to Lord Menteith,.** my eye has sought 
you through fields of battle, where High- 
landers and Lowlanders lay strewed as 
thick as ever the rooks sat on those- an- 
cient trees,'* pointing to a i-ookery which 
was seen from the window — " my eye 
sought you, but your corpse was riot there 
—my eye sought youamong a train of un- 
resisting and disarmed captives, drawn up 
within the bounding walls of an ancient 
and rugged fortress; — flash after flash — 
fUlatoon after platoon-^the hostile shot ffell 
amongst them, hut you were not among 
their ranks ;— scaffolds were prepared-*- 
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blocks were arranged, iiaw-dust was spread 
-p-^the priest was rea^y with bis bookj the^ 
lieadsman wttfa his axe— -but there, too,^ 
mine eye found you not.** 

« The gibbet, then, I suppose, must be 
my doom ?*' said Lord Menteitb. .<< I wish 
th^ had spared me the halter, were it but 
ibr the dignity of the peerage." 

He spoke this scornfully, yet not with* 
cut a sort of curiosity, and a wish to re- 
ceive an answer} for the desire of prying 
^nto Aiturity frequently has some influence 
eten on the minds of those who disavow 
all belief in the possibility of such predic- 
tions. 

^* Your rank, my lord, will suffer no dis- 
honour in your person, or by the manner 
of your death. Three times have I seen a 
Highlander plant his dirk in your bosom— 
and such will be your fate." 

«< I wish you would describe him to me," 
said Lord Menteith, <' and I shall save hira 
the trouble of fulfilling your prophesy, if 
his plaid be pas^le to sword or pistoL" . 
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^ Tour weapons," said Allao^ *< \irould 
avail you little ; nor can I give you the ia« 
formation you desire. The face of the vi- 
sion has been ever averted from me." 

'^ So be it then,'' said Lord Menteitb^ 
<^ and let it rest in the uncertainty in which 
your augury has placed it. I shall dine not 
the less merrily among plaids, and dirks^ 
and kilts to-day.'' 

^ It may be ao," aatd Allan ; << and, it 
may be, yon do well to enjoy these mo- 
ments, which to me are poisoned by au- 
giuies of future evil, fiut I," he con- 
tinued^-*^' I repeat to you, that this wea« 
pon," touching the hilt of the dirk which 
be wore, ^' carries your fate." 

^* In the meanwhile,*' said Lord Men- 
teilh, *< you, Allan, have frightened the 
blood from the cheeks of Annot Lyte-— 
let us leave this discourse, my friend, and 
go to see what we both under8tand,-~the 
progress of our thiUtary preparations.^ 

Th^ joined Angus M'Aulay and his 
English guests, and, in the military discua- 
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•ions which immediately took place, Allan 
shewed a clearness of mind, strength erf* 
judgment, and precision of thought, totally 
inconsistent with the mystical light in which 
his character has been hitherto exhibited. 
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i CHAPTER VIL 

WbflD Annn her daymoie indignantly dnun!, 
When her bonneted chieftains around her ahaU cxowd, « 
Ckn-Ranald the danntleaa^ and Moray the prood, 
AB plaided md phmed in their tartan amy— 

Jjoekid's Wamif^ 

* 

Whoever saw that morning the castle of 
Darnlinvarach beheld a busy and a gallant 
tight. 

The various Chiefs» arriving with their 
different retinues^ which, notwithstanding 
their numbers, formed no more than their 
usual equipage and body guard upon oc- 
casions of solemnity, saluted the lord ot 
the castle and each other with overflow* 
ing kindness, or with haughty and dis- 
tant politeness, according* to the circum- 
stances of friendship or hostility in which 
their clans had recently stood to each other. 
Each Chief, however small his comparature 
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hnportancei shewed the full disposition to 
exact from the rest the deference due to a 
separate and independent prince; while 
the strmiger and more powerful, divided 
among themselves by recent contentions 
or ancient ftuds, were constrained in po» 
licy to use great deference to the feelings 
<^ their less powerful brethren, in order, 
in ease of need, to attach as many as might 
be to their own interest and standard. Thus 
the meeting of Chiefs resembled not a little 
those ancient Diets of the Empire, where 
the smallest Frey^Graf^ who possessed a 
eastle perched ^ipon a barren crag, with a 
feW' hjundred acres around it, claimed the 
state and honours of a sovereign prince, 
and a seat according to bis rank among the 
dignitaries of the empire. 

ThefoUowers of the different leaders were 
separately arranged and accommodated, as 
iroomaQd circumstances best permitted, each 
retaining, however, his henchman, who wait- 
ed, dose as the shadow, upon his person, to 
inecttte whatever might be required by his 
patron. 

VOL. III. K 
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. The exterior of the castle afforded a sin^ 
gular scene. The Highlanders, from di^ 
iiearent islands, glens, and straths, eyed eadi 
other at a distance with looks of emulation, 
inquisitive curiosity, or hostile malevolence; 
hut the most astounding part of the assem-t 
l{j)ly, at least to a Ix>wland ear, was the rival 
performance of the bagpipers. These war- 
like minstrels, who had the highest opinion 
each of the superiority of his own tribe, 
joined to the most overweening idea of the 
importance connected with the professions 
at first performed their various pibrochs iti 
front each of his own clan. At length, how-> 
ever, as the black-cocks towards the end <^ 
the season, when, in sportsman's language, 
they are said to flock, are attracted together 
by the sound of each other's triumphant 
crow, even so did the pipers, swelling their 
plaids and tartans in the same triumphant 
manner in which the birds ruffle up their 
feathers, begin to approach each other with* 
in such distance as might give to their bre*. 
tbren a sample of their skilL Walking within 
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aiiBb<Mrt distance, and eyeing each c^her witb 
looks in which self-importance and defiance 
laight be traced, they strutted, puffed, aiid 
plied their screaming instr umeh ts, each play- 
ing his own favourite tune with such a din, 
that if an Italian musician had lain buried 
within ten miles of them, he must have 
riKii from the dead to run out of hearing* 
Thie chieftains meanwhile had assembled 
ia close conclave in the great hail of the 
CA8tIe« Among them were the persons of 
the greatest consequence in the High* 
lands, some of them attracted by eeal for 
the royal cause, and many by aversion to 
that domination which the Marquis of Ar* 
gyle, since his rising to such iiifluence in, 
the state, had exercised over his High- 
land neighbours;^ That statesman^ indeed, 
though possessed of very considerable abi- 
lities and very great power, had failings 
which rendered him unpopular among the 
Highland chiefs. The devotion which he 
prc^essed was of a morose and fanatical 
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diMracter ; his ambition appeared to be to; 
satiable, and inferior chiefs com^aibed of 
his want of bounty and liberality. Add to 
this, that although a Highlander, and of a 
family distinguished for valour before and 
aincei Crillespie Grumach, (which was the 
personal distinction he bore in the High* 
lands, where titles of rank are unknown,) 
was suspected of being a better man in the 
cabinet than in the field. He and his tribe 
were particularly obnoxious to the M<Do^ 
nalds and the McLeans, two numemus septs, 
who, though disunited by ancient feuds, 
agreed in an intense dislike to the Camp* 
beHs, or, as they were called, the Children 
of Diarmid» 

Por some time the assembled Chiefs re- 
mained silent, until some one should open 
the business of the meeting* At length 
one of the most powerful of them c(»ninen« 
ccd the diet by saying,—" We have been 
summoned hither, M'Aulay, to consult of 
weighty matters concerning the King'Ss a£. 
fairs, and those of the state, and l¥e craYC 
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to know by whom they are to be explained 

M^Aulayt whose strength did not lie in 
oratory, intimated his wish that Lord Men- 
teith should open the business of the coun^ 
cil. . With great modesty, and, at the same 
time, with spirit,^ that young lord said, *« he 
wished what he was about to propose had 
oome from some person of better known, 
and more established character. Slhce^ 
however, it l^y with him to be spokesman, 
be bad to state to the chiefs assembled, that 
those who wished to throw off the base yoke 
whichfanaticism had endeavoured to wreath 
round their necks, had not a moment to 
lose. The Covenanters,** he said, •« after 
having twice made war upon their sove* 
teign, and having extorted from him every 
request, reasonable or unreasonable, which 
they thought proper to exact — after tlieir 
chiefs had been loaded with dignities and 
favours — after having publicly declared, 
when his Majesty, after a gracious visit to 
the land of his nativity, was upon his n* 
turn to England, tliat he returned a coa- 
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tented King from a contented people^ — aC* 
ter all this, and without even the pretext 
for a national grievance, the same men have, 
upon doubts and suspicions, equally disho- 
nourable to the King, and groundless in 
themselves, detached a strong army to as^ 
sist his rebels in England, in a quarrel with 
which Scotland had no more to do than she 
has with the wars in Germany. It was 
vrell," he said, *« that the eagerness with- 
which this treasonable purpose was pur- 
sued, had blinded the junto who now usurp- 
ed the government of Scotland to the risfc 
which th%y were about to incur. The army 
which they had dispatched to England- un^ 
der old Leven comprehended theki^elemri 
soldiers, the strength of those armies which 
had been levied in Scotland during the two 

former wars" 

Here Captain Dalgetty endeavojured to 
rise, for the purpose of explaining how 
many veteran oflScers, trained in the Ger* 
man wars, were, to his certain knowledge, 
in the army of the Earl of Leven. But 
Allan M*Aulay holding him down in' tb^ 
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4^1 with one band, pressed the fore-finger 
of the other npotrhis own Ups» and» though 
with some difficulty, prevented his inter* 
ference* Captain Dalgetty looked upon 
Ilim with a very scornful and indignant 
mr^ by which the other's gravity was iii no 
way movedi and Lord Menteith proceed^ 
md without farther interruption. 

<< The moment," . he said, << was m«st 
favourable for aU true-hearted and loyal 
Scotchmen to shew, that the reproach their 
^MHintry had lately undergone arose from 
the selfish ambition of a few turbulent and 
aeditidufi men, joined to the absurd fanati- 
cism which, disseminated from five hundred 
pulpits, had spread like a land-flood over 
the Lowlands of Scotland. He had letters 
irom the Marquis of Huntly in the north, 
which he should shew to the chiefs sepa^ 
orately. That nobleman, equally loyal and 
.powerful, was determined to exert his ut- 
most energy in the common cause, and the 
powerful Earl of Seaforth was prepared to 
join the same standard. From the Earl of 
Airly, and the Ogilvies in Angus-shice,. be 



bad tiid commuttcaitojis equally decided!; 
and thete was no tkubt tbaub these^- inha^ 
.vitb the; Hays^ Leilh$» Bttrnets»' and other 
loyal geotleibeDy would be 9ocu on hersei- 
backi vould form a body fac: more thatt 
eafficieot to overawe the Borthem^ Goi- 
f enaatersy who had already expiarieneed 
their valour in ; the well-known roctl: iwhiob 
vias: popularly termiid th&Tm^l of Turi£ 
South of Forth and Tay.r be aaiti.f^tlie 
King hadf&apy friendsf who> oppceflMd'l^ 
^iO^orced QatiMi|.qoinpiilaM€ir|f kWef^iMairf 
taze8» iii^iiAdy ifnpoaed' liid iiDctgoaJi^ li^ 
viedt by the tyranny oti the ComniUee^fif 
Estatesy and the iBquisitarial iaaolestt'EQf 
the Presbyterian divines^ . waited bat thr 
waving of the royal banner to take ufiaiaM. 
Douglas,. Traquair, Roxburgh, Humeri att 
friendly tothe royal cause, would counter* 
balance,** he said, .^^the oovenanting io- 
terest in the south ; and two gantkaeo, 
of name and quality, > here prepeafe, ftom 
the north of Bi^land, would answer £or 
the zeal of Cumberland, Wertmordland, 
and Nortfaumbeitead« Against^ so opany 



jfBSkxA genidemea the soattiem CorenaiK 
ins cottld biri; arm raw levies ; the Whig^ 
smMes <rf*tiie wesfeem shires^ and th( pla^ 
tsQDEiid mechanics of the Law-coulitry. 
JSor the ^ West Highlands, he knew no in* 
terest t^tcfa the Cov^nanteris posseiKed 
tbeR» exeq)t that of one individual, as 
weH known as he was odious. . But was 
liieM a single man, who, on casting his eye 
nmnd this hall, and recogmsingthe power^ 
iliegaltftiitrf, and the dignity of the chteft 
tss0fabled, ooold entertain a moment's doubt 
rf tibeir success against the utmost force 
which Gillespie Grumach could c<^ect 
i^irost them ? He had only farther to add^ 
tinit considerable fiinds, both of money and 
WsaoMnttion, had been provided for the 
toisy<-^(Here Dalgetty drew himself up^ 
and looked round)-*-tbat officers of ability 
imd* eagerienoe in the foreign wars, one of 
mhom was now present, had engaged to 
train toeh levies as nright require to be 
diseiplioed j'-^nd that a numeious body 
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of auxiliary forces from Irelaiid, having 
been detached firom^ the £arl of Antrinii 
from Ulster^ had successfuUj aceomfrfish^ 
ed their descent upon the main land, and 
with the assistance of Clanranald^s people, 
having taken and fottiSed the castle of 
Mingnrry, in spite of Argyle's attempts 
to intercept them, were in full march to 
this place of rendezvous. It only remion^ 
ed,** he said» '^ that the noble Chiefs as# 
sembled, laying asider every lesser consi* 
deration, should unite, heart and hand, hi 
the common cause.; send the 6ery cross 
through their elans, in order to collecl 
their utmost force, and form their j^me4 
tion with such celerity as to leave the ene- 
my no time, eiliier for preparjition, or re^ 
Covery from the panic which would spread 
at the £rst sound of their pibtoch. He 
himself,** he said, << though neither among 
the richest nor the most powerful of tibe 
Scottish nobility, felt that he! h^d 4o sqp» 
port the dignity of an ancient and honour'^ 
able nation, amU to« that cause he was de» 

19 



Hk 



M LE0&ND 09 HONXftOSX. t99 

tertttiiied to devote both life and fortune^r 
If those who Were more powerful were 
equally ptompti he trusted they would de^ 
ierve tbe thanks of their King, and the gra^ 
titude ef posterity." 

• Loud applause followed this speech of 
Lord Menteith, and testified the general 
a^uiesoence of all present in the sentimenti 
uriMch he had esipressed ; but' when; th^ 
shout hiul died away^ the assembled Chiefs 
eentintied to gase upon each other as if 
SDmething yetTeorained to be settled. Af* 
ter some whispers among theoiselves, ail 
iged man|. whmn his grey hairs rendered 
respectable^. althfxugh he was not of the 
highest obrder of Chiefs^ replied to what had 
boBti soid^. 

« Thane of Menteith," he 'toid, « you 
^ve well spoken/ nor is thwe one of us in 
whose bosoqi the same sentiments do not 
Imr n like fire. But it is not strength alone 
that wins the fight ; it is the heid of the 
commander as well as the arm of the sok 
dier» 4hat briugs Yiotosy.^ I ask of you 



who' is to laise and sn^tiua tbe; baimer 
iittder which we are invited to rise'and 
mtister miraelvea ? WiU ib be eapecrted thut 
we should risflue ooT chiidreii^ attd Hw 
flower of our kinsmen^ ere we know to 
whose 0iidaiice.they> are intrusted? Tlua 
were leadiiig those to slaughtWi wbottt^hj 
the kws of God .and otapi it :is ^nir dirty to 
pMtect* Where is the royal taomttiisaiao^ 
ooder which the lieges are to hecoDvoca- 
ted ini arms ? Siflof^e aod rude as we mag^ 
be deemed^ wei know sosMlhim^ of dbe-estai^ 
blisbed roles of war as wdl as of tibedawi 
ofour coontrv: nor willwearmaimehrea 
against the general .peaee, unleis by liie-^u 
press commands of the Kkigt andusidera 
le^er fit to command such men as afelure 
assembled.** 

«< Where wouhl you find siM^ A leader^ 
aaid another Chie^ starting up, '^saviagitlia 
representative of the I.ords of the Jsle% aw 
titled hy birth and hereditary descent to lead 
forth the 'array <^. every /daifc of ; tfa^^Higli* 
lands; and wh«i(e is 'that dignity kM^sed^ 
jave in the house of Vich Alister More f* 
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<<" I iK^km)wledge;^ said another Chief, 
eagerly intetnipting the speaker, ^< the 
tenth in what has been first said, but not 
the iniisrenee* If Vidi Alister More de* 
tires to be held representative of the Lords 
of the Istes, lel'him first shewhis blood is 
redder than mine*'' 

. ^^ That laMon proved,'' said Vich Alister 
More^ laying his hand upon4he basket-hilt 
of his claymore. Lord Menteitii threw 
himself between them, entreating and im- 
frforingeacb to remember that the inta^ests 
of Scothind, thel^rty of their country, and 
the cause of their King, ought to be supe- 
rior id their eyes to any personal disputes 
respeetk^ descent, tank, and precedence^ 
Several of the Highland Chiefsi who had 
no desire to admit the claims of eitherchiei^ 
tain^ interfisred to the same purpose, ^nd 
noM with more emphasis than the celebim* 
ted::Evan Dhu. 

•« I have come^from my lakes,*' bo said^ 
•* as a stream ddseeods fit>m the hSb, not 
to tnm again,' butto aeoomplish injr cDiRse# 
H is not by looking back to our own pre- 
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teiMions that we ^all serve Scotland or 
King Charles. My voice shall be for that 
general whom the King shall name, who 
will doubtless possess those qualities which 
are necessary to command men like u& 
High-born he must be^^r we shall lose our 
rank in obeying him — wise and skilful, or 
we shall endanger the safety of our people — 
bravest among the brave^ or ixre shall peril 
6ur own honour— temperate, firm, and 
manly, to keep us united. Such is the f)Mm 
that must command us. Are you prepay 
red, Hiane of Mentdih, to say where such 
a general is to be found ?" 

•* There is but one,*' said Allan M^Aulay $ 
^ and here," hensaid, laying his hand upon 
the shoulder of Anderson, who stood' be« 
hind Lord Menteith, ^^ here he -stands^** 

• The genei^l surprise of the meeting wai 
eocfMressed by an impatient murmur ; when 
Anderson, throwing back the cloak iil 
which his face was tnu£9ied, and stepping 
fCHTWard, spoke thus ;— " I did not long in- 
tend to be a silent spectator ofAiiis intt^ 
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resting scene, although my hasty friend 
has obliged me to disclose myself some- 
what sooner than was my intention. Whe- 
ther I deserve the honour reposed in me by 
this parchment will best appear from what 
I shall be able to do for the King*s service. 
It is a commission, under the great seal, to 
James Graham, Earl of Montrose^ to com- 
mand those forces which are to be assem^ 
bled for the service of his Majesty in thi« 
kingdom." 

A loud shout of approbation burst from 
the assemWy. There was, in fact, no other 
person to whom, m point of rank, theM 
proud mountaineers wouM have bee» dis- 
posed to submit. His inveterate and here^ 
ditary hostility to the Marquis of Argyte 
insured his engaging in the war with suffi« 
cient energy, while his wcU-known military 
talents, and his tried valour, afforded cverjr 
hope of his bringing it to a favourable coa. 
elusion. 
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CHAPTER Vni. 

9 

Oar plot IB a good plot as evar was laid ; onr fiien^ trna 
attd ooBftantsagood]^, good firieBda, aiidfbllef esq^eola* 
^on 8 an exeeUent pbt, very good friends. 

Henry IF. Part LActn.Sc 



No sooner had the general acdamatioii of 
joyful surprise subsided^ than silence was 
eagerly demanded for reding the rojal 
commission; and the bpnnets, which hither, 
to eadi chief had worn, probably because 
unwilling to be the first to uncover, were 
now at once vailed in honour of the royal 
warrant It was couched in the most full 
and ample terms, authorising the Earl of 
Mpntrose to assemble the subjects in armat 
for the putting down the present tebellioUy 
which divers traitmv and seditious per- 



tmm j p. M" nj" 



A .. LM,QmJ> OF M0NX4QSIS* S05 

sons had levied against the King* to the mat 
nifest forfaulture, as it stated, of their alle- 
giance» and to the breach of the pacificatioxi 
between the two kingdoms. It enjoined all 
subordinate authorities to be obedient and 
assisting to Montrose in his enterprljse ; 
gave him the power of making ordinances 
and proclamations, punishing misdemean* 
Ours» pardoning criminals, placing and dis^ 
placing governors and commanders^ In fine, 
it was as large and full a commissionas any 
with, which a prince could entrust a subjecti 
So soon as it was finishe4)< a about burst from 
the assembled chiefs, in testimony of their 
wiUJjQg subtnission to the will of their Sove- 
reign. Not contented with generally thanl&* 
ing them for a reception so favourable^ 
Montrose hastened to address himself to 
individuals. The most important chie& 
had already been long personally known to 
))im, but even to those of inferior cons^ 
quence he now introduced himself, and by 
the acquaintance he displayed with their 
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peculiar designationsy and thecircumstancef 
and history of their clan8» he shewed how 
long he must have studied the character 
of the mountaineers^ and so prepared him- 
self for such a situation as he now held. 
' While he was engaged in these acts of 
courtesy, his graceful manner, expressive 
features, 2aid dignity of deportment, made 
a singular contrast with the coarseness and 
meanness of his dress. Montrose possess- 
ed that sort of form and face, in which the 
behi^der, at the first glance, sees nothing 
isxtraordinary, but off which the interest be* 
comes more impressive the longer we gaze 
upon them, fiis stature was very little 
above the middle size, but in person he was 
uncommonly well built, and capable both 
of exerting great force, and enduring much 
fatigue. In fact, he enjoyed a constitution 
of iron, without which he could not have 
sustained the hardships of his extraordinary 
campaigns, through all of which he subject- 
ed himself to the hardships of the meanest 
soldier. He was perfect in all exercises, 
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whether peaceful or martial^ and possessec}^ 
of course, that graceful ease of deportmenit 
proper to those to whom habit has rendeiped 
all postures easy. His long brown hair^ ae- 
cording to the custom of men of quality 
among the Royalists, was parted on the top 
4>f bis head, atid trained to hang down on 
each side in curled locks, one of which, de* 
scending two or three inches lower than the 
others, intimated Montrose's compliance 
with that fashion against which it pleased 
Mr Frynne, the puritan, to write a trea* 
tise, entitled, << The Unloveliness of Love- 
Jocks." 

The features which these tresses inclosed, 
were of that kind which derive their inte- 
rest from the character of the man, rather 
than from the regularity of their form. But 
a high nosCi a full, decided^ wellHopened, 
^uick grey eye, and. a sanguine complexion, 
made amends for some coarseness and irre- 
gularity in the subordinate parts of the face^ 
so that, in general^ Mixntrose might be term- 
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ed rather a baiidsoixie, : than a faard-featu- 
red man. But those who sa;W him when his 
soul looked through those-eyes ^ith all tbe 
^tiB&rgy and fire of genius-r^^those who heard 
him apeak with the authority oftitlent^ aikl 
the eloquence of nature, were impressed 
with an o|)inion even of his external form, 
itiore enthusiastically favourablie than the 
^portraits which still survive would entkle 
trt to ascribe to them. Such,^ at least, was 
'the impression he^^made upon^the assembled 
Chiefs of the mountaineers, over whom, as 
upon aH persons in thdr state of society, 
personal appearance has no small influence. 
* In the discuisiens which foUo^tred his dis- 
covering himself, Montrose explained the 
>aiidtis risks which he had run in his pr6> 
se»t undertaking. His first attempt had 
been to assemble a body of loyalists in the 
north cf England, who, in obedience to the 
orders of the Marquis of Newcastle, heex> 
pected woukl have marched into Scotland ; 
but the disinclinaticm of the Es^lisli to 
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i:ro6& t^e Border,-~1iie delay of the Earl of 
Atitdm, who was to have landed in the 
Solway Firth with his Irish army, prevent* 
ed his executing this design ; and otl^r 
plans having in iike manner failed, he sta- 
ted that he found himsdf under the neces- 
sity of assuming a disguise through the 
Lowlands, in which he had been kindly as* 
sisted by his kinsman of Menteith. By what 
means Allan M'Aulay had come to know 
him, he could not pretend to explain. 
Those who knew Allan's prophetic prelen« 
sions, smiled tnysteriously ; but he him^If 
only replied, that *• the Earl of Montrose 
need not be surprised if he was known to 
thousands, of whom he himself could re- 
tain no memory/' 

** By the honour of a cavalier,'* said Cap* 
fain Dalgetty , finding at length an oppor- 
tunity to thrust' in his word, «* I am proud 
and happy in having an opportunity of 
drawing a sword under your lord^ip's corn^ 
mand ; and I do forgive all grudge maU 
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(^mteot, and malice of my heart, to Mr A4* 
Ian M^Aulayj for having thrust me down 
to the lowest seat of the board yestreen, 
Gertest he hath this day spoken so like a 
man having fuU command of his senses^ 
that I had resolved that he was no way en- 
titled to claim the privilege of insanity. 
Bat since I was only postponed to a no- 
ble earl, my future commander-in-cbie/^ 
I do, before you all, recognise ^e justice 
of the preference, and heartily salute Allan 
aa one who is to be his hon-camarado.'' 

Having made this speech, which was 
Uttle understood or attended to, without 
putting off his military glove, be seized on 
Allan's hand, and began to shake it with 
violence, which Allan, with a gripe like a 
smith's vicei returned with such force, as 
to drive the iron splents of the gauntlet 
into the hand of the wearer. 

Captain Dalgetty might have construed 
this into a new affront, had not his atten- 
tion^ as he stood blowing and shaking liis 
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handy baeA suddo«ly called by Montroife 
himself. 

<^ Hear this sews,'' he said, << Captain 
Dalgetty — I should say, Major Dalgetty,— « 
the Irish, who are to profit by your milir 
tary experieaice, are now within a few 
leagues of us/' 

<« Our deer-stalkers," said Angus M'Au» 
lay, *< who were abroad to bring in venison 
fof this honourable party, have heard of a 
band of strangers, who speak neither Saxon 
nor pure Gaelic,r and can with difficulty 
make themselves be understood by the 
people of the country, who are marching 
this way in arms, under the leading, it is 
said, of Alaster McDonald, who is common* 
ly called Young Colkitto.'* 

<> These must be our men," said Mou^ 
trose ; ** we must hasten to send messen- 
gers forward, both to act a3 guides and to 
relieve their wante." 

«« The last," said Angus M« Aulay, « will 
be 00 easy matter ; &r I am informed. 
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ihmt) exeeptti^ muskets and a very little 
ammumtioii, they want every thing that 
ieldiers should have j and they are parti- 
eularly deficient in money, in shoes^ and in 
raimefit.'' 

^ There is at least no use in ^yiQg eo,^ 
said Montrose, ^* in so loud a tone. The 
puritan weaversTof Glasgow shall provide 
them plenty of broad^doth when we mdce 
A descent fwm the H^falandl^; and if tiie 
ministers could preach the cid women of 
the Scottish borouglis out of their wefbs of 
ttapery, to make tents to tibe.iellows on 
Dunse Law, I will try whether I have ziot 
a tktle interest both to make ^se godly 
dimes renew their pafiiotic gift, and the 
prick-eared knaves, their hu^ands, open 
their purses.'' 

*« And, respecting arms,^ * said * Captain 
Dalgetty , ♦» if ydur lordship will permit an 
old cavalier to speak hh mind, so that the 
one-third have musketSi my darling weapon 
M^pidd be the pike for the Mttiainder; ^he* 
ther for resisting a charge of horsct or for 
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' will make a hundred ptke-faeadfl in a day ; 
hare is plenty ef weod for shafts ; and I 
will upiiold^ that, according to the best 
usages of war,^ a strong battaliMi of pikes» 
drawn up in the fashion of the Lion of the 
Korth> the immortal OustavcN^ would beat 
the Macedonian phalanx, of which I used 
to read in the Mareschal CoUege^ when I 
studied in the ancient town of Bon-accord ;. 
and fttrtheff I will renture to predicate^-— 

The Captain^s leetefe upon tacticsr was 
here suddenly interrupted by Allan M^Au^ 
lay>, who said, baatily, — ^^ Rodm for an nn* 
expected and unwelcome guest/' 

At the same momentt the door of the 
hall opened^ and a grey-hadred man^ of a 
very stately appearance, presented himself 
te Che assembly. There wwmuch ^gnity, 
and even authevity, in his manner^: His 
stature wae abote the eommda sine^ and 
Us loekft such sisr were used to command* 
He cast & aeveie^ and alnsost stem glanee 

vaiu mv o 
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upon the assembly of chiefi« Those ct ike 
higher rank among them returned it with 
scornful indifference ; hot some of tlie west* 
ern gentlemen^ of inferior power, looked as 
if they wished themselves elsewhere. '< To 
which of this assembly»" said the stranger, 
^^ am I to address myself as leader ; or 
have you not fixed upon the person who is 
to hold an office at least as perilous as it is 
hooouraUe ?" 

- *< Address yourself to me^ Sir Duncan 
Gampbel),'' said Montrose, stej^iog for- 
ward. 

«< To you !" said Sir Duncan Campbell, 
with isome scornv 

*« Yes,-u,to me,'* repeated Moatrose, — 
<< to the Earl of Montrose, if you have for- 
got him*'' 

<< I should m>w, at^ust," ssid Sir Dun- 
cam Campbell, ^* have had some difficulty 
in recognising htm in the disguise of a 
groam.«^And yet^ I might have guessed that 
BO evil influence inferior to your IcM'dship'a, 
distinguished as one who troublas Israel, 



fimxld have ejected together ^s issdb aa- 

<^ I will answer unto you/' said Mon- 
tro8€» <' ia &e nianiief of your own Puri* 
tads. I have Bot troubled Israel* but thou 
m4 thy fttheifa hoqseir But let us leave an 
altercation, which is of Uttle consequence 
but to ourselyts^ and hear the tidings you 
have brought from your chief c^ Argyle ; 
for I niust conclude that it is in hia name 
that you hay^ opme to this oiieistii^''. ^ : 
. 1' It i». in liie i^Mie of .the Marquia of 
Argyle/' said Sir Duncan Campbell,^^^^ ia 
the name of the Scottish ParliMoent^ that I 
demaiid^to kpow the meacpng' of tfafbsifigii- 
lar loonyMartion; If :l<:ii9 dragned to diaturb 
the peace of the country, it were butacting 
like neighbours, and men of |ionour) to 
«£pve ua some intimation ta stand upcm o«ir 

-guardi" 

<« It is a singular^ lund new estate of a£. 
jfoirs in Scotland,'' said Montrose,, turning 
from Sir Duncan Campbell to the waemi- 
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Myv ^'WhefleSeiHtiMi itten^ riaflk amf ft- 
mily cannot nm^ ift the htnod tS^L comitKHi 
friend wMhoiif an fnquiMtiarisI visit and de- 
mand, oil the pftit of our nters, to knoir 
4iie ralsgeet of oor cenftrefice. Metlmiltt 
our BBccMofB were ftccttstemed to hoitt 
Higfabnd lootings, or^her purposes of 
meeting, wilhoiit Mkioj^ t^ leave eil&er ot 
the greaC M<CalIttfii More hnmeff, or oc 
mnj of Irif emissaffey ot depe&dMML'* 

<< lite fimeii h«ve Metr such in SeoC- 
'kH#,^ aiwwe f e d itae^the WMem Cyefl^ 
^ andsnch thejr wffl agiinf^ irhart&e^ 
tradeif «m ^mranden* possesnenstte ag&t^ 
-feducedf te^ beliifdii oP L o efcw^ dMfOMl 
<ef <»verspiMdiiig' us fflce's buA dT^Aefrouit 
l0g^ leenstsi^ 
• ^ Am I to anderstand^ Iken^*^ arid Mr 
IhtteM, ^*MKri; ttii^agaiDstf|yf)f'MEnwatolle 
that these preparations are directed? or ne 
IPS #il]^'fi9'l>e sttffefna inotfCBiiKHi^with the 
{MiM«liiL wd^ orderiy hihaUtanm* of Seel- 
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Kpight of ArdeBYohri ^e he proceeds fur^ 
IhM » fail 'daonig c«bichsm.-*-Ha8 iie 
hrwi^k tnoaetlMii one life to this <ast]e» 
tlukt he imstiirea to inkrude ao^ong us ^ 
tlie piiffpoans of insok P* 

^f iGreallMmii'' wtfl Montmse^ <^ let me 
implore your petiefice$ it nmseoger whv 
comes mrnoo^ us for tbe pocpose ^ tm- 
ktmf^ Js enlitled tm flreodoiihof epeecfa, ^ni 
i flsle txmdndb - i^tid time fitt 3>ii9ii«k 
dim^beU is s« pressiilg, I care ttot if l ii^ 
fioarm hiia^ fbr fcis goiiM^Bf StMitiiois iiijan 
MseoMjr o^liie King'b IdgrsAsubjedts^. ooa^ 
voked hjum^ to bis Ma^estjft^stiir ikmI «i^ 
khority, and as empoimrod by his lil«ieafty^ 
voyalcommiswcm^'' ^ 

<^ We are to have» ^n^ I presmQie»f' asU 
Sir DuQcaa CainpbeU^ ^ a 4StTil trar in all 
its formsi I hare been^ too ieog a soldmr 
to view its i^soach with ailsaety ; but it 
would have been for mj Lwd of Mootiseefs 
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honour^ if, in this matter, he bad consulted 
his own ambition less, and the peace of the 
country more." 

<* Those consulted their own^ ambition 
and self-interes^ Sir Duncan," answered 
Montrose, ** who bsought the country to 
the pass in which it now stands, and ren- 
dered necessary the shaip remedies which 
we are now reluctantly about to use."* 

<< And what rank among these, self-seek- 
ers," said Sir Duncan Campbell, <^ shall we 
assign to a noble Earl, so violently attached 
to the Covenant, that he was the firs^ in 
1680, to (Cross the Tweed, wading middle 
deep at the head dfhia regiment, to cha^e 
the royal forces ? It was the same, I tUnk, 
who imposed the Covenant iq>on the bur- 
gesses and Colleges of Aberdeen, at the 
point of sword and pike." 

'^ I understand your taunt. Sir Duncan," 
said Montrose, temperately ; ^* and I can 
only add, that if sincere repentance can 
make amends for ywAhful error, and for 
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yielding to the artful representation of ani'- 
bitious hypocrites, I shall be pardoned for 
the crimes with which you taunt me. I 
am here, with my sword in my hand, will- 
ing to spend the best blood of my body to 
make amends for my error, and mortal man 
can do no more." 

« Well, my lord,*' said Sir Duncan, «• I 
shall be sorry to carry back this language 
to the Marquis of Argyle. I had it in far- 
ther charge from the Marquis, that, to pre* 
vent the bloody feuds which must neces- 
sarily follow a Highland war, his lordship 
will be contented if terms of truce could be 
arranged to the north of the Highland line, 
as there is ground enough in Scotland to 
fight upon without neighbours destroying 
each other's families and inheritances." 

'< It is a peaceful proposal," said Mon- 
trose, smiling, << such as it should be, co- 
ming from one whose actions have always 
been more peaceful than his measures. Yet, 
if the terms of such a truce could be equally 
fixed, and if we can obtain security,— for 
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that, Sk DuncaOf is indisp^Daibk^-^^^thiajt 
your Marquis will observe thteee terma with 
strict fidelity, I, for my part, sboiuld be 
content to leave peace behind ug, since we 
must needs carry war before m* But 8ir 
Duncan, you are too old and experienced 
a soldier for us to permit you to remain in 
our leaguer, and witness our procee^ngs ; 
we shall, therefore, when youba\'e refrmii* 
ed yourself, recoiomend your speedy ne» 
turn to Inverary, and we shall seod with 
you a gentleman on our part, to adjust the 
terms of the Highland armistice;, in case the 
Marquis aball be found serioiB in proposing 
such a measure*'' Sir Duncan CktnpbeU 
assented by a bow. 

«« My Lord of Menteith," continued 
Montrose, «* will you have the goodness to 
attend Sir Duncan Campbell, of Arden- 
vohr, while we determine who shall ristuni 
with him to his Chief* M*Aulay will per* 
mil us lo request that he be entertained 
with suitable hospitality,'' 

«« I will give orders for tliat^" said A^Un 
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Stuart, rfettig and coming forward, f^ I 
love Sir Duncan Campbell ; we have been 
joint sufferers in former days, and I clo not 
forget It now." 

" My Lord of Meoteith,*' said Sit Dun- 
can Campbell, ** I am grieved to see you, 
at your early age^ engaged in su^h despe- 
rate aod rebellfous courses.!' 
* •* I am young,'' answered Menteith, 
<< yet old enough to distinguish between 
fight and wrong, between kiyaity and* re- 
bellion ; a;nd the sooner a good course is 
begun, the longer and the better have I a 
chance of running it^ • 

"And you too, my friend, Aliati M'Ao^ 
feyy'^said^irXkincaii, talking bisband ; ^^must 
we also call each <>&er enemieS) that have * 
been so often allied agaiMt a common foe i' 
Then turning round to the meeting, he 
«aid, " Farewell, gentlemen j there are so 
mrany of yo«i to whom I wiaii well, thatj^our 
rejtetion of all terms of mediation gives me 
deep affliction. May Heaven,^ he saU, 

OS 
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looking upwards, '< judge between our mo* 
tivesy and those of the movers of this civil 
commotion 1" 

" Amen," said Montrose ; ** to that tri- 
bunal we all submit us." 

Sir Duncan Campbell left the hall, accom* 
panied by Allan M'Auley and Lord Men^ 
t^ith. <* There goes atrue*bred Campbell", 
said Montrose, as the envoy departed, <*for 
they are ever fair and false." 

*' Pardon me, my lord," said Evan Dhu f 
** hereditary enemy as I am to t]ieir:name) 
I have ever found the Knight of Acden* 
vohr brave in war, hwest in peace, and 
true in council." 

*< Of his own dii(x>sitton," said Montrose^ 
*< such he is undoubjt^ly ; but he now acts 
as the ofgao or mmith* piece of his chiefs 
the Marquis, the fakest man that ever drew 
breath ^ And, M*Aulay/' be contiaued, 
in a whisper to his hostf '*> lest he ^ou^ 
make some impres^on upon the inexpe- 
tiepceof Menteitb, or the singular di^pos^ 
tion of your brother, > you^ had better send 
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music into tbieir chamber, to prevent his 
inveigling them into any private confe« 
rcnce.** 

'< The devil a musician have I,'* answer- 
ed M'AuIay, " excepting the piper, who 
ha» nearly broke his wind by an ambitiousf 
contention for superiority with three of his 
own craft ; but I can send Annot Lyle and 
her harp." And he left the apartment to 
give orders accordingly. 

Meanwhile a warm discussion took place, 
who should undertake the perilous ta^ of 
returning with Sir Duncan to Inverary. 
To the higher dignitaries, accustomed to 
consider themselves upon an equality even 
with MCallum More, this was an office not 
to be proposed ; unto others who could not 
plead the same excuse, it was altogether 
unacceptable. One would have thought 
Inverary had been the Valley of the Shadow 
of Death, the inferior chiefs shewed such 
reluctance to approach it. Alter a consi** 
derable hesitation, the plam reason was at 
length spoken out, namely, that whatever 
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Highlap4er should und^t^i^ an office' m 
dist9Ateful.t.o M'C^lIuia Mof<gw be would be. 

sure to treasure the offence in his rea»^»* 

» 

hrance> and ooe d^y or other ipm9kt him 
bitterly r e{)ieiit pf it 

In this dilemma^ Montrose, ^hocoosid&t^ 
ed the proposed arisdidttee ^ ♦ mece fltfiaU^ 
gem on the purt. of Afgyle» itlthongh he 
had not.ventufed bluntly to reject iit i« 
presence of those whom it concerned ao 
nearly, nraolyed to inipose the daoger end 
dignity upon Captain Daigetty* who had 
neither clan ikkt estate io the IJUghlanda 
upon which the wrath of Argyle could 
wreak itself. 

** But I have a joeck though,"" mi Dal# 
getty, hluQtly ; '^ asd what^ if he ebusea to 
avenge himself upon that ? I iiave known 
a case where an honouraUe ambassador haa 
been hanged. as a spy before now. Nei» 
ther did the Romans u^ ambassadors mucb 
more mercifully at the siege, of Capoa, al- 
though I read that they, oolv cut off ihm 
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bands and noses, put out their eyes, and 
siHfbred tiiem to depart in peace." 

^ By my honour, Captain Dalgetty^** said 
Montrose, " should the Marquis, confxary 
to the rules of war, dzte to practise any 
atrocity against you, you may depend upon 
my taking such signal rengeance that all 
Scotland shall ring of if 

« That will <Jo but little for Dalgetty/* re- 
turned the Captain ; ^* but corragio ! as the 
Spaniard sa3rs. With the Land of Promise 
full in view, the Moor of Drumthwacket, 
meapaupera regna, as we said at Mar^chal 
College, I will not refuse your ercellency^fl 
comniissioni being ccmscious it becomes a 
cavalier of honour to obey his coaimaiul^r's 
orders, in defiance both of gibbet and 
sword/' 

•* Gallantly resolved,** said Montrose; 
" and if you will come iapart with me I will 
furnish you with the conditions to be laid 
before M*CaUum More, upon which we are 
willing to grant him a truce fot his High^ 
land dominions." 
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With these we need not trouble our 
readers* They were of an evasive nature, 
calculated to meet a proposal which M<m» 
trose considered to have been made ooiby 
for the purpose of gaining time. When his 
had put Captain Dalgetty in complete pos^ 
session of bis instructionsi and when that 
worthy, making his miHtvy obeisance, waa 
near the door of his apartment, Montrose 
made him a sign to return* 

<M presume," said he, ** I need not re* 
mind an officer who has served under the 
Great Gustavus, that a little more is requif» 
red of a person sent with a flag of truce 
than mere discharge of his instructioosy 
and that his general will expect from him. 
pn hia return some accQimt of the state of 
the enemies affairs, as far as they come 
under his. observatipn. In short. Captain 
Dalgetty, you must be vnpeu ckur-wyatd,^* 

f« Ah ha 1 your Excellency," said the 
Captain, twisting his hard f^^tures into an 
inimitable expression of cunning and inteU 



▲ USGSND OF MONTROSSw 32? 

Ugence^ '^ if they do not put my head in a 
poke, which I have known practised upon 
hmiourable soldados who have been sus- 
pected to come upon such errands as the 
present, your Excellency may rely on a pre* 
oeese iteration of w];iatever Dugald Dal- 
getty shall hear or see, were it even how 
many turns of tune there are in M'Callum 
Morels pibroch, or how many checks in 
the sett of his plaid and trews.'' 

<* £nough," answered Montrose; ^' fare* 
well. Captain Dalgetty, and as they say that 
a lady's mind is always expressed m her 
postscript, fio I would have you think that 
the most important part of yojur commission 
lies in what I have last said to you." 

Palgetty once more grinned intelligence^ 
and withdrew to victual hi3 chai^er and 
Jtiimselfy for the fatigues of his appiioachr 
ing mission. 

At the door of the st;able, for Gustavus 
always claimed his first care,, he met Angus 
M^Aiilay and Sir Miles Musgrave, who 
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had been looking at hk horse ; and, afUf* 
pnirii^ his points and carriagef, both; im& 
ted in strongly dissuading the Captain fronfe 
taking an animal <^ me)i value fiath him 
upon his presait verjr fatiguing joumej. 

Angus painted in the most alarming 
colours tiie rcMidSi or rather wild traetil^ bj 
which it would be necessary for him to tra^ 
vol into ArgyleiAire, and the wfetched huts 
or bathies where he would be condemned to 
pai» the night, and where no forage eould 
be procured for his hors^ unless he could 
eat the stumps of old heatl^r/ In short, he 
pronounced it absolutely impossible thai; 
after umlertsking su^h a pilgrimage, the 
animal eould be in any case for military ser- 
vice. Hie Englishman strongly . confirm- 
ed all that Angus had said, and gave him* 
self body and soul to the de^l, if bethought 
it was not an act little short of absolute 
murder to carry a horse worth a ftxtknng 
into i9uch a waste arnd inhospitable desart. 
Captain Dalgetty for an instant looked 
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I steadily, first at -one of tfae geotiemto and 

I next at tbe other^ and then asked thefii» as 

I if in a state of indecision, what tkey woilMr 

advise him io do with GustavidKi iindtfr suck 

circumstanoes. 

*« By the hand of my father, my dear 
friend,'* answered M^ Aulay, * If you leav* 
the beast in my keeping, you m^j Tely onf 
his being fed and sorted aceordirig to his 
worth and quality, an4 that itpon your 
happy return, you will &nd him as sleek as 
an onion boiled in butten" ' 

«* Or,** said Sir Miles Muigrave, ** if 
this worthy cavalier chuses to part with his 
charger fbr a reasonable sum, 1 have some 
part of the silver candlestieks still dancaig 
the heys in my purse, which I shall be very 
willing to transfer to his.'' 

<< In brief, mine honourable friendsy** 
said Captain Dalgetty, again eyeing them 
both with an air of comic penetration, ^^ I 
find it would not be altogether unaceept^ 
able to either of you to have $ome token to 
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remember the old soldier by, is case it shsU 
please M'Callam More to hang him up at 
the gate of his own castle. And doubtless 
it would be no small satisfaction to me, in 
such an event, that a noble and loyal cava^ 
valier;like Sir Miles Musgrave, or a worthy 
and hospitable chieftain like our excellent 
landlord, should act as iny executor.'^ 

Both hastened to protest that they had 
BO such object, and insisted agaiii upon the 
impassable character of the Highland paths. 
Angus M'Aulay mumbled over a number 
of hard Gaelic names, descriptive of the dif- 
ficult passes, precipices, corries, and beals^ 
through which he said the road Jay to In- 
verary, when old Donald, who had now 
entered, sanctioned his fnaster^s account of 
these difficulties, by holding up his hands^ 
and elevating his eyes, and shaking his 
head at every guttural which M*Aulay pro- 
nounced. But all this did not move the in« 
flexible Captain* 

"My worthy friends," said he, <♦ Gusta- 



A S»£OfiNI> dF MOHTROSB. 831 

vta» is not new to the dangers of travelling, 
and the mountains of Bohemia, (no dispa^ 
ragement to the beak and corries Mr An- 
gus is pleased to mention, and of which 
Sir Miles, who never ^aw them, confirms 
the horrors,) these mjountains may compete 
with the Jirilest roads in Europe. In fact, 
my horse hath a most exceUent and social 
qualityi for although he cannot pledge fne 
in my cup, yet we share our loaf between 
us, and it will be hard if he suffers famine 
where cakes or bannocks are to be found. 
And, to cut this matter short, I beseech 
you, my good friends, to observe the state 
of Sir Duncan GampbeIP» palfrey^ which 
stands in that stall before us, fat and fair ^ 
and, in return for your anxiety on my ac- 
count, I give you my honest asseveration, 
that while we travel the same road ^ both 
that palfrey and his rider shall lack food 
before either Gustavus or I." 

Having said this, he filled a large mea- 
sure with com, and walked up with it to 
his charger, who, by his low whinnying 
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shewed hdw close the alliaApe wm boteipik 
him and his ridar« Nor 4id h(( t^ste his oor^ 
until he liad returned his master's earesdefr 
by Itckiqg hiahi^^ds ^oadfaee. Aftar thb 
interchange of greetings the steed b^j^ to 
his provender ^iti| an eag^irdttpatph^iR^idcb 
shewed old military babitoi ^aaui the-i^fttt^^ 
after loddng on ihe smisnal iMUigneat <!om^ 
placency for about five minotea^ i^aidj— * 
<* Much good may it da your honest ,h«art» 
Gustavus ;-r*now «(^|2^ I g9«iid4liy in fo'cv 
vant myself for the campaii^." 

He tfaesi depvtad^ having first saluted' 
the Englishman and Angus M'Aulayy wha 
remained looking at ^ch othex for some 
time in silences and then burst out inlio a 
fit of laughter. 

«« That fellow^'' said Sir Miles Musg^ve^ 
^ is formed to go throi;^ the vortd/' 

^< I shall think so too^" «aid M'Aulay^ 
^ if he can dip thf oi^h M^C!^m M<Mre's 
fingers as easily aa he ^ha 4o»fi throdjgb 
ours.'* 
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<< Do you think,'* said the Englishman, 
^ that the Marquis will not respect, in Cap- 
tun Daigetty's person, the laws of civilized 
war?* 

^ No more than I would respect a^ Low- 
land proclamation," said Angus M^AuIay. 
*< But come along^ it is time I were return- 
ing to my guests.^ 
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